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INED researchers Anne Solaz and Jacques Véron, in charge 
of organizing the anniversary day of presentations and 
debates at the Centquatre public cultural centre in Paris, 
answer questions about INED then, now and in the future. 

You’ve just celebrated INED’s 70 years of existence. 
How has the Institute changed over that period?  
INED today is no longer what it was in 1945; it has grown into 
one of the main demography institutes of France, Europe 
and the world. INED’s primary task immediately after WWII 
was to respond to the pro-natalist preoccupations of the 
time and work toward the goal of involving all the human 
and social sciences, especially demography, in the advance-
ment of knowledge. In 1986 the Institute officially acquired 
the status of a public scientific and technological research 
centre (EPST), on the model of the Centre national de la 
recherche scientifique (CNRS). 
INED evolved with society, studying important demogra-
phy-related developments that have profoundly affected 
and changed our society, such as the baby boom, contracep-
tion, divorce, the legalization of abortion, and others. On the 
occasion of the Institute’s 70th anniversary we made a short 

film, available on the website dedicated to the 70th anniver-
sary event, that presents and analyses these developments 
from a demographic perspective. 
Society looks to research for answers; conversely, resear-
chers work to grasp the changes underway in society. It 
seemed important to us, as part of the anniversary event, to 
organize a set of roundtable discussions on current demo-
graphic changes — the family, health and ageing, migration — 
a chance to hear the distinct viewpoints on these questions 
of researchers and actors in civil society. The day’s debates 
were highly instructive. 

Over 400 people, including INED staff, attended 
this anniversary event. What’s your overall 
assessment of it?
A considerable turnout! And the fact that participants stayed 
throughout the day is fine proof of interest in the Institute and 
demography-related questions. All INED staff were present 
– not just researchers but also technicians and administra-
tive staff. It was a real pleasure talking with all these people, 
young and old, from France and throughout the world! Also a 
way of paying tribute to the men and women who have made 

and will make INED what it is. Our national and international 
partners were present too, and we thank them for turning out 
in such great numbers, some coming from so far away! It was 
a real moment of sharing and exchange, and a clear demons-
tration of the Institute’s position within the scientific and poli-
cy-making communities and the public at large. 

And what future do you see for INED and demography?
Demographers not only describe populations and population 
movements in response to context, they also investigate and 
analyse the underlying directions of development, working to 
identify causes and effects. Demography and the population 
sciences in general study long-term trends, though they are 
also attentive to more immediate developments; moreover, 
examining the past, even the distant past, is useful in unders-
tanding current phenomena. These disciplines study spaces 
of diverse sizes and ranges, comparing neighbouring coun-
tries but also North and South. Emphasis is on individual life 
courses, though researchers are also attentive to geographic 
and social contexts. INED takes active part in public debate – 
this is one of its official missions – and is constantly responding 
to the new challenges of studying an ever-changing world. 

“ Society looks to research for answers; conversely, researchers work to grasp the changes underway in society ”
In 2015, InED cElEbratED Its 
70th annIvErsary: 70 yEars 
of DEmographIc rEsEarch

The French Institute for Demographic Studies 
(Institut national d’études démographiques, 
INED) celebrated its 70th anniversary in 2015. 
INED was founded in 1945 immediately after 
Liberation; today it is one of Europe’s main 
demography institutes. On 22 September 2015, 
the Institute commemorated the anniversary 
with a day of presentations retracing 70 years of 
research, and a set of panel debates on current 
population issues – the family, ageing, migration 
– with renowned scientists and key actors in civil 
society. 
See 70-ans.site.ined.fr for photos and videos of 
the day’s highlights, 7 decades of book publica-
tion, key figures, the articles and books issued 
for the occasion, and a film on the Institute from 
1945 to 2015.
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January
Atlas mondial des femmes. Les 
paradoxes de l’émancipation 
[World Atlas of Women. The 
paradoxes of emancipation], 
Isabelle Attané, Carole 
Brugeilles, Wilfried Rault, 
Autrement/INED

Major 
events 
in 2015

03 fEbruary
Paris Seminar on Economic 
Demography (PSED), Graziella 
Caselli (University of Rome 
La Sapienza), Emmanuelle 
Cambois (INED) 

march
La mucoviscidose en héritage 
[Inheriting cystic fibrosis], 
Nadine Pellen, Les Cahiers de 
l’INED, 167

aprIl
“First cohabitating 
relationships: recent trends 
in France”, Wilfried Rault 
and Arnaud Régnier-Loilier, 
Population & Societies, 521. 

15-16 JunE
Coming into the world-Social 
conditions, family structures 
and early education, 
conference organized by the 
CURAPP-ESS in collaboration 
with INED and the CITERES, 
PRINTEMPS, ALISS, LISE AND 
CeRIES research laboratories

02-03 July
“Are inequalities back?”, 
international conference 
organized by the iPOPs Labex 
and partners

august
“The masculinization of 
births: overview and current 
knowledge”, Christophe 
Guilmoto, Population, English 
Edition, 70(2)

12 may
INED PhD research day, 
organized by Morgan Kitzman, 
Alice Olivier, John Tomkinson 
and Cécile Ventolaa

18 may
“Being born a girl or a 
boy”, lecture in the Campus 
Condorcet series, Éric Brian 

 

JunE
“What is the link between 
mother’s level of education 
and low birthweight?” Lidia 
Panico, Maxime Tô, Olivier 
Thévenon, Population & 
Societies, 523

DEcEmbEr
Renewing the Family: a 
History of the Baby Boomers, 
Catherine Bonvalet, Céline 
Clément, Jim Ogg, Springer

 

10 DEcEmbEr
2nd Encounters with 
demography, topic: Today’s 
families. Four 10-minute 
public lectures filmed live, 
including exchanges between 
the audience and researchers

novEmbEr
Launch of the Virage-LGBT 
survey

octobEr
Launching of Population’s new 
Young Author's Prize

22 sEptEmbEr
A day of presentations and 
debates to celebrate INED’s 
70th anniversary, Centquatre 
public cultural centre, Paris

18 august
Government order of 18 
August amending INED’s 
official status

09 aprIl
“Identities and cultures in 
immigrant families", Portraits 
de familles series of exhibitions 
in Paris public librairies

09-11 aprIl
"Les Mirabeau: culture 
cosmopolite, économie 
politique et société au 
XVIIIe siècle", conference, Paris



30 aprIl–2 may
Annual meeting of the 
Population Association of 
America (PAA) in San Diego
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“ INED was founded in 1945; it has been in operation for the equivalent of three generations. 
In 2015 we celebrated the Institute’s 70th anniversary: a well-organized, scientifically stimulating day 
of presentations and debates on important and extremely interesting topics, the occasion to look 
back on 70 years of demographic research, during which the questions handled have greatly changed 
in terms of how they are defined, apprehended and analysed. The Institute has become a crucial 
player in social science research. By producing studies that are always empirically grounded and 
theoretically informed and by remaining forever open to multiple research approaches, it has ensured 
that population study is not adversely affected by disciplinary confinement and that it extends beyond 
expert technical assessment. These are the strengths that have enabled us to continue to position 
ourselves with scientific rigor in relation to the major issues of human history and the human and social 
sciences as they are practiced within it. INED and demography in general are at the very centre of 
the issues sparking public debate today, and it is precisely this position that justifies our role as public 
policy advisor. INED has always been both an instrument of public policymaking and a source of and 
advocate for open thinking, thanks in particular to an institutional status that ensures its independence. 

But INED’s activity is also part of a collective adventure. One of the Institute’s main strengths lies 
in its position as a major actor in population studies at the national and international levels. INED has 
always promoted and developed meaningful, relevant partnerships; it is now part of two COMUEs 
(communities of universities and institutes), HeSam and Sorbonne Paris Cité, and a crucial partner in 
Campus Condorcet, positions that enhance scientific synergies and give greater visibility to the human 
and social sciences and multidisciplinarity – preoccupations that have always been fundamental at 
INED and areas in which its long, rich experience is particularly useful.  

The history of our institutions and therefore their future cannot be conceived without taking into 
account the people who run them. Let me therefore pay tribute to the entire Institute staff for their 
ongoing contribution to today’s INED. I am thinking in particular of those members whose heavy 
responsibility it is to lead the institution. 2015 was the last year of Chantal Cases’ term as INED director. 
It was a great pleasure to work with her, both for her personal qualities and her skill in steering the ship. 
She worked hard to consolidate and enhance INED’s stature as a legitimate and indeed necessary 
player in social science research and the life of the polis. The latest evaluations of the Institute attest to 
this, highlighting as they do INED’s level of excellence. And I am equally pleased to welcome Magda 
Tomasini, who became the new director in 2016; I am certain she will also contribute to the Institute’s 
stature, reputation and influence. My very best wishes to her!

Last, as I myself prepare to step down, let me express my pride at having been able to partake 
in the life of this fine institution, my confidence in its members, and my hope that its future will be as 
successful as its past. May my successor find as much pleasure as I have in accomplishing what has 
been my task and will soon be his or hers. My thanks to all. And “Back to the future!””

Chair’s message 
Patrice DURAN

Director’s message 
Magda Tomasini 

“INED is a fundamental actor in the world of demographic and social science research, 
recognized and valued at both the national and international levels. Chantal Cases, like her 
predecessors, succeeded in further enhancing the Institute’s reputation and influence, as attested 
by the 2015 High council for the evaluation of research and higher education (HCERES) report. 
In my previous positions, and as a member of INED’s Scientific Council, I had the privilege of being 
in contact with the Institute and its members, all of who aspire to excellence for their institution. 
Through its research, one consistent concern of which is to shed light on social issues, the Institute 
has always maintained strong ties with government administrations, higher education, and the 
research world at large. 

INED’s future today lies among other things in the Campus Condorcet, which we will be officially 
joining in 2019. Much remains to be done with our researchers and staff before that date. INED’s 
successful installation at the heart of the Campus is our priority in the coming years. That process 
will be both material – the main concern being to minimize disruption of working conditions – and 
scientific: INED will of course be heavily involved in the cooperative research made possible by this 
new arrangement, while preserving its own identity. 

Very soon we will be defining our Strategic Orientations for the upcoming five-year Contract of 
Objectives to be signed with the state.  

Similarly to my predecessors, enhancing our Institute’s visibility, reputation and influence will be at 
the centre of my preoccupations, together with ensuring its ability to continue funding major research 
studies and young researcher, PhD and post-doctoral training through the dynamic launched by 
the iPOPs Laboratory of Excellence. On all of these questions I will be present to accompany and 
support our teams and prepare the Institute’s future with them. ”
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Being Born 
healthy and 
remaining so
births and deaths are two of the basic  
indicators demographers study. and much 
research on health focuses on the periods 
immediately before and after birth and on 
the end of life.  

births: a matter for women and men

The practice of breastfeeding newborns, highly recom-
mended by the World Health Organization, is on the 
rise in France but is still not as frequent or prolonged 
as in neighbouring countries. Approximately 70% of 
newborns in France are breastfed, but the figure falls to 
52.8% after the first month of life. The Elfe survey (see 
p. 34) is the most complete ever conducted in this area 
in France. Differences by children’s characteristics have 
been observed. On average, twins are breastfed for 
shorter periods than “singletons” (see box p. 8). This is 
also the case for firstborn children, while mothers with 
many children tend to breastfeed longer. 

Several factors are associated with longer breastfee-
ding: being born at term, by C-section, weighing over 
2.5 kilos at birth. In other words, premature twins deli-
vered by C-section and weighing under 2.5 kilos are on 
average breastfed for a shorter time than other children. 

KSANDRA WAgNeR, BeRTRAND geAy, et al. 
 “Durée de l’allaitement en France selon les caractéris-
tiques des parents et de la naissance. Résultats de l’étude 
longitudinale française Elfe, 2011”, BEH, 29, 2015.

Birthweight under 2.5 kg is associated with a risk of poor 
health in childhood and even later in life. In 2010, 6.4% 
of newborns in metropolitan France weighed under 
2.5 kg (in many cases these were premature births, 
under 37 weeks of pregnancy), which puts the country 
within the average for western countries. Tobacco and 
alcohol consumption are two factors identified with low 
birthweight for the 18,300 Elfe survey newborns, and 
this applies to women of all social categories. Age also 
counts: mothers under 28 or over 35 most often have 
low birthweight babies. Socio-economic inequalities 
– particularly mother’s education level – have conside-
rable impact on infant health. The risk of weighing under 
2.5 kg at birth is as high as 8.1% for women without an 
educational degree, as against 5.4% for women with the 
baccalauréat high school degree. For mothers with three 
years of post-baccalauréat education the risk falls to 
approximately 4%. Part of the explanation is differences 
in tobacco consumption during pregnancy, while num-
ber of prenatal medical consultations does not appear 
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to have a significant effect. Health inequalities by 
mother’s level of education are also found for Great 
Britain, where trends are comparable to those in 
France.

KLidia Panico, MaxiMe tô and oLivier 
thévenon, “What is the link between mother’s 
level of education and low birthweight?”, Population 
& Societies, n° 523, 2015.

Assisting women in delivery is also, historically, a 
matter for men in France, though men represent 
only 5% of students in the country’s midwifery 

schools. In this extremely feminized profession the 
percentage of male students changes over the four-
year course of study, as do male and female student 
attitudes. When male students first arrive, they are 
given particular attention; their masculinity is valued 
and their female counterparts readily elect them to 
positions of responsibility. However, female stu-
dents’ curiosity about their male counterparts dimi-
nishes as they spend more time with them, and they 
eventually seem to forget they are men, or else they 
encourage them to keep a low male profile.

Male students react to this in one of three ways. 
Those who chose to train in the profession are the 
least interested in conforming to a male model; they 
neither flirt with female students nor pull closer to 
the other males in the group. A second group gra-
dually adapt: as they discover their future profes-
sion, they come around to a positive attitude toward 
what may have been a forced “choice”; i.e., made 
after failing the medical school entrance examina-
tion. They gradually adopt the codes that will facili-
tate acceptance by female students while continuing 
to pursue a lifestyle of their choosing. The third set 
have greater difficulty accepting their new training 

orientation, which their parents disapprove of. They 
try to construct a male group distinct from the group 
of female students, and demonstrate whenever 
possible their masculinity and heterosexuality. The 
key finding then, is that the influence exerted by the 
group varies by individual male midwifery student’s 
personal and family trajectory.

KaLice oLivier, “Des hommes en école de 
sages-femmes. Sociabilités étudiantes et recomposi-
tions des masculinités”, Terrains & Travaux, 27, 2015.

After a woman gives birth, the question arises whether 
or not to resume contraception and if so when. 
Demographic Health Survey data from 57 countries 
on several continents were analysed to establish the 
proportion of women whose family planning needs 
are not met in the postpartum year. There are several 
competing indicators and no consensus on how to 
define “unmet needs”. Depending on the indicator(s) 
used, the share of young mothers in central and wes-
tern Africa whose postpartum contraception needs 
are not met ranges from 27% to 75%. The main fac-
tors determining whether or not a woman needs to 
use family planning are exclusive or near-exclusive 
breastfeeding, no menstruation and sexual absti-
nence. The risk of pregnancy is very low for conti-
nually breastfeeding mothers whose periods have 
not returned (lactational amenorrhea). These women 
can therefore be said not to need external contracep-
tion. Moreover, in west and central Africa, half of 
women who gave birth during the previous year 
did not resume sexual relations. The family planning 
need indicator rises sharply if we include all women 
who do not wish to become pregnant again imme-
diately and yet do not use contraception (even if they 
meet the above natural birth control method criteria 
or continue to abstain from sexual relations). Some 
who are not currently at risk for pregnancy should use 
contraception to anticipate the shift back to being at 
risk. By taking account of the proportion of women 
whose most recent pregnancy was not planned, this 
factor introduces other variations among indicators.

KcLéMentine rossier et al., “Resassessing 
unmet need for family planning in the postpartum 
period”, Studies in Family Planning, 46 (4), 2015.

 

WHAt DoES tHE tErM “DISABIlIty” CovEr? 
Disability refers to functional difficulties in everyday life 

due to a health disorder or accident. The term covers 

ability-reducing changes in organism functions (motor, 

sensory, cognitive, etc.). Depending on how serious the 

changes are, they may interfere with performing some 

daily activities. Persons in this state may need assis-

tance, lose their independence, become dependent. 

Technical aids or adapting the person’s environment 

may reduce the risks associated with functional limi-

tations or disabilities. Need for treatment, compensa-

tion and assistance can be analysed with reference to 

various aspects of the disability. We can combine those 

aspects with life expectancy to predict quality of life for 

the years gained over time. 

HoW IS DISABIlIty MEASurED?
In surveys measuring people’s functional health, a gene-

ral question is asked on possible limitation of activities 

related to a health problem. Functional limitations are 

assessed through questions on difficulty moving from 

one place to another, bending over, seeing, hearing, 

etc. At a later stage, respondents are questioned on 

difficulty and need for assistance in performing speci-

fic actions: washing, dressing, eating, shopping, pre-

paring meals, taking care of routine personal business 

such as a bank account, etc. 

 
eMMANUelle CAMBoiS

INED research director

a terM 

Singleton 

In demography this word refers to a single birth, as 
opposed to twins, triplets, etc. The vast majority of 
babies are singletons. 
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tantial emigration of young men, usually to Russia. 
Azerbaijan is less affected by these mechanisms. 
Family composition has therefore changed conside-
rably since the 1990s, while public-sector pensions 
have fallen. Families are now called on more often to 
care for their older members, and families themsel-
ves are smaller and have to cope with harsher econo-
mic difficulties. Furthermore, regional conflicts have 
caused population displacement, and the displaced 
have not been able to return to their homes. Despite 
these upheavals, the strength of the family as an ins-
titution and respect for seniors continue to protect 
older persons to some degree.

KcéciLe Lefèvre and Loucineh Guevorkian, 
"Vieillir dans le sud du Caucase. Statut et conditions 
de vie des personnes âgées en Arménie et en 
Géorgie”, in Laurent Nowik and Béatrice Lecestre-
Rollier, eds., Vieillir dans les pays du sud, Khartala, 
2015.

Not everyone is equally vulnerable at the age of 
60. First, because people are not exposed to the 
same degree to such risks as disease, disability and 
income loss; second, because they are more or less 
equipped to deal with such difficulties. “Vulnerable” 
persons are likely to experience major difficulties 
and not to have the resources needed to cope with 
them. Interviews with Ugandans over 60 and their 
families show that the latter may be able to help 
their older members meet occasional needs. Over-
60s usually keep working as long as they have the 
physical ability to do so. In rural contexts, having a 
plot of land, owned or leased, ensures a minimum of 
resources. In cities, particularly the capital Kampala, 
having a room to rent out brings in income. But 
more than personal means, it is the resources that 
over-60s have via their families that explain their 
resilience. Having an intimate partner offers some 
protection, as does having working children in large 
cities or the capital, where more extensive health 
care is available. However, family breakdown and 

the different faces of vulnerability

On 27 and 28 January 2015 in Paris, the first inter-
national consultation on how to care for genitally 
mutilated women was held. The conference was 
co-organized by INED and chaired by INED asso-
ciate researcher Armelle Andro. Genital mutilation 
has many health effects; childbirth is only one aspect. 
Physicians, advocacy groups, researchers and inter-
national organizations all came together to discuss 
the many dimensions of female genital mutilation 
and how to care for women who have been subjec-
ted to it. The workshops produced concrete propo-
sals on treatment protocols to be practiced. 

 http://femmesexcisees-consultationparis2015.fr/

Designing policy that will effectively help people 
live and age in good health is one of the greatest 

challenges for public policymakers. Privileged social 
categories are known to have fewer disabilities and 
experience less limitation in everyday activities than 
others (see p. 9). A 2009 survey comparing 26 coun-
tries reached two salient conclusions. First, as expec-
ted, functional health in all countries is better at 
higher education levels. But sharp inter-country diffe-
rences were observed. It is in Norway that the highly 
educated are in the best health, but the difference 
between them and less educated Norwegians is 
greater than elsewhere. In all countries, persons with 
a low level of education most frequently report disa-
bilities; the figure is as high as 69.4% in Slovakia (the 
worst score for a European country). Slovakia is also 
the most inegalitarian country in the study, while the 
difference in health between the high and low-edu-
cated is smallest in Sweden (the first accounting for 
10.5%, the second for 24.4% of disabilities). France is 
in an intermediate position. 

The report’s second finding was less expected. 
Whereas neighbouring countries’ welfare systems may 
seem similar, they are in fact quite different. Finland is 
much more inegalitarian than Sweden; Slovakia more 
so than the Czech Republic. National specificities 
are therefore substantial, and if we take into account 
findings by age bracket the situation becomes even 
more complex. 

KeMManueLLe caMbois et al., “Educational 
differentials in disability vary across and within 
welfare regimes: a comparison of 26 European 
countries in 2009”, Journal of Epidemiology & 
Community Health, November 2015.

The conditions in which people age vary by country. In 
Caucasus countries, the share of persons over 60 has 
risen considerably since the dissolution of the USSR 
in 1991. But contrary to a country like France, this is 
not explained by longer life expectancy. Average 
life expectancy in Georgia and Armenia stood at 74 
years in 2011, far above the figure for Russia (68) but 
below highly developed countries. There are two 
causes for the increase in over-60s: a fall in fertility to 
1.1 children per woman in Armenia (2001), and subs-
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the ravages of the AIDS epidemic may reduce family 
support considerably in old age, limiting both eco-
nomic assistance and the very presence of family in 
times of need. 

KvaLérie GoLaz et al., “Understanding the 
vulnerability of older adults: extent of and breaches 
in support systems in Uganda”, Ageing & Society, 
September 2015.

Family solidarity plays a major role in France too. In 
2008, 10% of persons aged 75 to 84 lived with one 
of their children, a proportion that rises to 15% after 
age 80. INSEE’s 2011 Families and housing survey 
provides detailed information on these multigene-
rational households. In 5.6% of French households, 
two generations cohabit. More young men than 
young women live under the same roof as at least 
one parent, and men leave the parental home later. 

This difference between the sexes tends to disappear 
after age 57, when men are more likely to be housed 
by their parents and women are more likely to have 
their parents come live with them. 

Adults who have never cohabited are by far 
most likely to live with a parent: over one-third do. 
Cohabiting adults and persons with three years of 
higher education do so less often. Older parents 
without siblings are more likely to live with an adult 
child. Since cohabitation is often a solution to eco-
nomic problems, it is more frequently found among 
social housing renters (9.1%) than private-sector ren-
ters (5.6%). 

KjiM oGG, syLvie renaut and Loïc trabut, 
“Family co-residence of adult generations: mutual 
support”, Retraite et société, 70(1), 2015.

the last moments of life

Cancer and heart disease have become the predo-
minant causes of death in developed countries; mor-
tality from infectious disease is now very low. Fear of 
devastating epidemics (bird flu, Ebola, etc.) resur-
faces regularly at crisis moments that demonstrate 
the risks involved in globalization of trade relations. 
But the relationship between demographic ageing 
and the resurgence of infectious disease is seldom 
discussed, when in fact age increases vulnerability 
to such diseases. In 2009, 8,600 deaths of over-65s 
in France and 7,000 in Italy were attributed to an 
infectious disease. There are two reasons to believe 
that these figures underestimate the role of infection 
in mortality. First, they only take into account some 
infectious diseases; we would have to add diseases 
internationally classified by infection site like pneu-
monia or influenza, ranked as respiratory diseases. 
If we count all infectious diseases, the proportion of 
over-65 deaths due to them rises from 2% to 7% in 
France and from 1% to 4% in Italy. But we have yet 
to consider deaths where infection was not the initial 
cause but a complication thereof. Last, if we count all 
deaths in which some kind of infection is implicated, 
the figure rises to as high as 21% of deaths of per-
sons over 65 in France and 19% in Italy. The weight 
of infectious diseases in the mortality of persons over 
65 is therefore hardly negligible. 

KalInE DésEsquEllEs et al., "After the 
epidemiological transition: a reassessment of 
mortality from infectious diseases among over-65s 
in France and Italy”, International Journal of Public 
Health, 60(8), 2015.

Between place of death and the place the individual 
was residing a few weeks before there is a wide range 
of possible trajectories, but as death approaches, 
people in France are less and less frequently kept 
at home: only 13.7% of over-70s die there. 32% of 
non-sudden deaths at age 70 or over are of persons 
who lived for some or all of their last month in a care 
home; two in ten of them resided there continuously. 
At this stage of life, almost no care home residents 

return home, and if they leave the home alive it is 
usually for the hospital (9%). The risk of being trans-
ferred to hospital increases as death approaches and 
is higher in emergencies (infectious disease, an acute 
breathing or digestion problem).

Conversely, some clinical situations, particularly 
mental disorders, confusion or difficulty moving, are 
more often associated with being kept at the care 
home. The main aim of treatment in these cases is 
to ensure the patient’s comfort, and these persons 
more often receive psychological support. 

KSoPhie PeNNeC, Joëlle gAyMU et al., 
“Trajectories of care home residents during the last 
month of life: the case of France”, Ageing & Society, 
October 2015.



studying the 
population 
through 
the prism of 
gender
observing differences between men and 
women is a long-standing practice in demo-
graphy. a great many studies focus on gen-
der issues, including sexuality. sex and 
gender run through and operate in personal, 
social, occupational and family life.

the home, a locus of inequality

As men and women alike and regardless of age are 
quick to acknowledge, most domestic work is still done 
by women. But women report greater disparities in par-
ticipation than men, each sex giving itself the leading 
role. When the respondent’s partner is present during 
the interview, the two may give fairly similar answers. 
Household accounts and administrative paperwork are 
the most evenly shared tasks, while meal preparation, 
housecleaning and ironing are almost exclusively femi-
nine activities. DIY and small home repairs are almost 
exclusively masculine – the only activities that are. 

At a time when couple breakup and recombination 
are frequent, the question arises whether number of years 
spent together, and whether respondent is cohabiting for 
the first or second (or nth) time, impact on domestic work 
sharing by sex. The longer a couple have been together, 
the more unequal domestic work division is. It is more ega-
litarian for men having their second conjugal experience 
but remains the same for women across unions. Only after 
age 70 does women’s overinvestment in domestic work 
diminish slightly, probably due to physical limitations. 

KANNe SolAz, “Union history and division of domestic 

work between partners”, in Arnaud Régnier-Loilier, ed., The 

Contemporary Family in France, Springer, 2015.

Domestic work sharing and respondents’ opinions on 
men’s and women’s roles are closely linked to conjugal 
trajectories. Respondents in INED’s Étude des relations 
familiales et intergénérationnelles or ERFI survey (Study 
of family and intergenerational relations) can be divided 
into four different groups. Couples who get married 
without first cohabiting are more attached to the tradi-
tional division of gender roles. Couples in a civil union, 
on the contrary, are least sensitive to the notion of role 
complementarity; in practice, however, these partners’ 
household activity sharing is not entirely equal. Between 
these two poles lies the third and largest group: partners 
who lived together at least a year before getting mar-
ried. Here men’s and women’s responses regarding role 
distribution are quite similar. The fourth and last group is 
partners in consensual unions that have lasted over two 

1918
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years but whose members do not wish to institutiona-
lize their state through either marriage or civil union. 

All the groups have one point in common: 
women report greater differences in participation in 
household tasks than their male partners.

KWilfRieD RAUlT and MURiel leTRAiT, 
“Diverse forms of union and the ‘gender order’”, in 
Arnaud Régnier-Loilier, ed., The Contemporary Family 
in France, Springer, 2015.

A study of Algeria, including comparisons with 
Morocco and Tunisia, finds that the situation of 
women in these countries cannot be dissociated 
from two major demographic trends under way in 
North Africa since the late twentieth century: falling 
fertility and longer life expectancy. The traditional 
matrimonial system, for instance, has undergone 
profound change. Women no longer have to sub-
mit to early, forced marriages. Historically, men mar-
ried relatively late in life and this still holds: since the 

1970s men have been marrying at around age 30. 
But women used to become wives at a young age: 
approximately 20 in 1977 in Algeria (and as young 
as 17 at the turn of the twentieth century). This is no 
longer the case: in 2008 the average marrying age 
for Algerian women was 29.3 (33 for men). And only 
seldom do women marry before age 15 now, even in 
rural contexts. 

Girls’ education has played a decisive role in this 
trend and goes hand in hand with greater gene-
ral independence for North African women. Since 
1997 in Tunisia and 2000 in Algeria, the proportion 
of girls in school has been higher than that of boys, 
and young women constitute approximately 60% 
of university students. Education enables women 
to escape strict family control, increases their 
chances of finding paid work, and lengthens their 
singlehood. 

KKAMel KATeB, The emergence of women in 
the Maghreb, an incomplete revolution, Editions 
Apic, 2015.

new avenues of inquiry

How people “practice” space (live and circulate in it) 
is a new dimension of population studies. Such prac-
tices are implicated in the production of social rela-
tions between the sexes. Geography too is taking up 
these virtually unexplored questions. In her chapter 
in Lesbian Geographies, a collective work covering a 
wide range of topics (public space, demonstrations, 
daily life) and countries (the United States, Hungary, 
Canada, Israel, Russia), INED associate researcher 
Marianne Blidon stresses the notion of a “safe place” 
for lesbians and the relevance of studying certain 
spaces through the music played in them rather than 
images if we want to understand how people actually 
relate to them. Research on sexual geography is now 
in its prime. New avenues can be explored by atten-
ding to the extreme ages of youth and old age or, for 
example, the effects of globalization on lesbians.

KMARiANNe BliDoN, “Putting lesbian geogra-
phies on the geographical map”, in Kath Browne and 
Eduarda Ferreira, eds., Lesbian Geographies: Gender, 
Place and Power, Routledge, 2015.

Violence against women is a source of new research 
on gender. Insults are the most frequent type of 
violence (13% of women in France report receiving 
insults in the year preceding the survey). An analysis 
of insults uttered in public areas enables us to better 
understand street harassment. INSEE’s annual Cadre 
de vie et sécurité survey (Life settings and safety) 
collects the last insult aimed at respondent and who 
uttered it. Almost three-fourths of “insulters” are men, 
and the words used vary by insulter age. Young men 
usually use the word vieille  [old] with another insul-
ting word. Sexual insults (“slut”, “whore”) are by far the 
most frequent, especially when the target is a women 
aged 15 to 29; minors (of both sexes) use these 
words. If we add insults on women’s appearance, that 
denigrate their intelligence or target the woman’s 
mother, 63% of the insults women are subjected to in 
public areas are sexist. In addition to its psychological 
effects, this form of verbal violence impacts women’s 

 

iS TheRe A NARRoWiNg of The geNDeR gAP?
Twenty years after the last World Conference on 
Women in 1995, some progress in gender equa-
lity has been achieved, in many cases due to 
feminist mobilization, international conventions 
and national policy decisions. And in some areas 
women’s situation does reflect various types of 
emancipation: genuine progress has been made 
in education, reproductive rights, access to some 
cultural practices and the right to vote. 
However, there are still considerable dispari-
ties. No one country combines the conditions 
required for perfect equality between men and 
women in areas as diverse as access to health, 
education, employment, information, equal 
wages, political representation, inheritance 
transmission, freedom of expression and, in the 
purely private sphere, decision-making within the 
couple and family and domestic work sharing. In 
some countries, inequalities persist in vital areas, 
where people’s lives are at stake. 

Do CoUNTRieS evolve By gRoUP?
Not necessarily. The observed trends are closely 
tied to historical, political and social contexts. 
From one continent to another, one country 
to another and within countries, inequalities 
between men and women are found at all ages, 
though they take many forms. In highly developed 
countries, egalitarian discourses may go together 
with new types of inequality, justified in terms of 
a necessary “difference between the sexes”, itself 
understood as dictated by some “natural order”.  

Ki. ATTANé, C. BRUgeilleS and W. RAUlT 
(eds.), Atlas mondial des femmes, Autrement, 
2015.

iSABelle ATTANé 
and WilfRieD RAUlT

Researchers of the Gender, 
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freedom. To reduce the risk of being insulted and the 
violence suggested by insulting words, many women 
go out less often and to fewer places, dress less 
freely, and change their itineraries. 

KAMANDiNe leBUgle, “Les insultes à l’encontre 
des femmes dans les espaces publics”, La Lettre 
de l’observatoire nationale des violences faites aux 
femmes, 8, November 2015.

Women’s incomplete 
conquest of employment

The journal Informations sociales has published a 
full issue on the situation in France’s overseas dépar-
tements and territories, edited by Claude-Valentin 
Marie, advisor to INED on these parts of France. Two 
of the many contributions to the issue can be read in 
connection with gender relations. 

Migration from overseas départements and terri-
tories to metropolitan France has been due in large 
part to a voluntarist public policy in place since the 
early 1960s to reduce unemployment and the dan-
gers of social unrest; It is also geared to the need for 
workers in metropolitan France. The authorities pro-
vided strong leaving incentives to young workers in 
these départements. It is this policy, which has been 
revised and renewed several times, that explains the 
considerable proportion of overseas French living in 
metropolitan France: over 25% of non-minors from 
Guiana and 32% from Guadeloupe in 2010.

But in fifty years the profile of these migrants 
has radically changed. Whereas from 1960 to 1990 
most were low or unskilled workers, a considerable 
share are now higher education graduates. 

In 2010 a greater proportion of women of wor-
king age from the overseas départements had jobs 
than their metropolitan French counterparts: 67% 
on average as against 60%. For women born in 
Guadeloupe the figure stands at 72%, considerably 
higher than for metropolitan men (68%). However, 
regardless of place of birth, men always show a 
higher employment rate than women. 

KClAUDe-vAleNTiN MARie, “Des ‘Nés’ aux 
‘Originaires’ DOM en métropole: les effets de cin-
quante ans d’une politique publique ininterrompue 
d’émigration”, Informations sociales, 186.

France’s overseas départements are quite different 
from each other. Guiana, the largest of all, has a 
higher proportion of immigrants than the other over-
seas départements. In 2009, 30% of its inhabitants 
were immigrants, more than one in four of whom 
were from Brazil – the second-largest foreign commu-
nity in Guiana behind the Surinamese. Most Brazilian 
immigrants are in a couple (69% of 18 to 19-year-
olds, as against 57% of non-immigrants). Women 
and men from Brazil do not form the same type of 
couples: only 16% of Brazilian men live with a woman 
of another origin while 55% of Brazilian women do. 
This difference is not as marked for immigrants from 
other countries. 

Women born in Brazil and in union with a man 
who was not are in a much better situation than 

women with a Brazilian partner. Most have partners 
at least 5 years older than they (55%) and employed; 
these women usually have either a residence permit 
or French citizenship acquired through marriage. 
Whereas 30% of women with a Brazilian husband 
live below the poverty line, only 9% of women with 
a non-Brazilian husband do and the latter are much 
more often homeowners. For these women, being 
in a mixed union has meant upward social mobility, 
as 90% have no formal education. 

KfRANCK TeMPoRAl and DoRoThée SeRgeS, 
“Unions mixtes, genre et migration. Le cas des brési-
liennes vivant en Guyane”, Informations sociales, 186.

 

The image of a glass ceiling represents women’s dif-
ficulty in attaining high-level professional positions, 
including when they are as qualified, if not more so, 
than the men who are offered those positions. The 
higher paying a job is, the greater the difference 
between men’s and women’s chances of obtaining 

it. It is therefore in executive jobs that pay gaps 
are widest. The probability of a woman executive 
being hired over a man in France was measured on 
the basis of the data that employers provide to the 
French administration, the “annual report on labour 
data” describing each job and what its holder is 
paid. To ensure a homogeneous mid-career popu-
lation, the study was restricted to earners aged 40 
to 45. While in the lowest-paid 5% of jobs a woman 
is 9% less likely to be hired than a man, at the other 
extreme, the highest-paid 5% of jobs, a woman has a 
50% poorer chance of being hired than a man. 

The gap between men and women widens more 
or less quickly as we move up the wage scale, depen-
ding on employment sector. Banks and insurance 
companies are more feminized than the average com-
pany. But while women’s chances of obtaining a job 
in a bank are only slightly lower than men’s and fall 
sharply only at the very top of the wage scale, the gap 
between a man’s and woman’s chances of obtaining a 
well-paid position in an insurance company begins to 
widen low down on the wage scale. 

KlAUReNT goBilloN, DoMiNiqUe MeURS and 
SéBASTieN RoUx, “Estimating gender differences in 
access to jobs”, Journal of Labor Economics, 23(2), 2015.

Unemployment thwarts plans to have a first child, 
finds the ERFI survey (see p. 15), data which make 
it possible to compare respondents’ intentions as 
reported in 2005 and their actual situation 3 and 
6 years later. Unemployment most strongly affects 
the arrival of first child for couples who expressed a 
desire to have one. Six years later, 43% of childless 
men (and 53% of women) who said they wanted to 
become parents had done so if they had not gone 
through a spell of unemployment. But the figures fall 
to 16% for men who had been unemployed and 23% 
for women. When we take into account other factors 
affecting fertility, such as age, conjugal situation and 
education level, we find that women wait to get a 
stable job before realizing their intention to have a 
child. Unemployment affects men indirectly in that it 
delays couple formation. 
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Parents who were planning to enlarge their family 
are more likely than others to realize this wish: one-
third who experienced a spell of unemployment and 
more than half of those who did not (51% of fathers, 
59% of mothers) did so. Furthermore, unemploy-
ment no longer affects their situation when other 
factors are controlled for. Mother’s age has greater 
impact on having a second child than economic 
situation, as women in France are strongly influenced 
by social norms dictating the “right” age to have 
children. Once that age is passed, pregnancy is not 
well regarded.

KARiANe PAilhé and ARNAUD RégNieR-
loilieR, “Unemployment delays the arrival of 
first child in France”, Population & Societies, 528, 
December 2015.

Is having a child still a 
matter for the woman to decide?

Since 1975, the average age of women who have 
recourse to abortion has been falling in France. And 
from the early 2000s it has gone from 28.6 years to 
27.5. Average age at birth of first child has evolved in 
the opposite direction: in 1975, it was 26.7, two years 
younger than the abortion age; thirty-five years later, 
on average, women have abortions at a younger 
age and become mothers at a later one (approxima-
tely three years older). Moreover, abortions are now 
done fewer weeks into the pregnancy, at 6 and a half 
weeks on average, and increasingly by the medical 
method: 55%, whereas in 1990 only 16% of abortions 
were medical. 

Many aspects have changed in four decades, then, 
though the total number of abortions annually sug-
gests strong stability. Fewer women had abortions 
in 2010 than before: approximately one in three. But 

women who do have recourse to abortion have an 
average of 1.5 abortions in their lifetimes. Nearly 10% 
of women have two abortions and approximately 4% 
have more than two. 

 

KMAgAli MAzUy, lAUReNT ToUleMoN and 
éloDie BARil, “Recourse to abortion is decreasing 
but repeat abortions are more frequent”, Population 
& Societies, 518, January 2015.

In partnership with the CEPED (Centre for Population 
and Development) and the University of Geneva, 
INED’s Pole Suds research group on Southern coun-
tries organized a study day on how populations 
manage to obtain safe abortion in restrictive legal 
contexts. Now as in the past and in North and South 
alike, all sorts of strategies are used to circumvent 
legal obstacles, share information, exchange prac-
tical skills and technical knowledge. The current, 
increasingly frequent practice of using medicines 
for purposes other than their original ones, and the 
development of specialized internet sites are part of a 
broader story. Field actors have enabled researchers 
to compare researchers’ studies with knowledge 
of local situations and experiments conducted 
throughout the world.

http://pole_suds.site.ined.fr/fr/les_journees/
faire-progresser-acces-avortement-securise-
contextes-restrictifs

In his panoramic study of fertility theories since the 
seventeenth century, Henri Leridon is especially 
attentive to gender-centred approaches. Fertility, 
a key topic in demography, has been explored in a 
wide range of disciplines including economics, his-
tory, anthropology and sociology, and each has its 
own perspective. According to three articles publi-
shed between 1978 and 2000, women’s education 
(which results in later marrying age) and employment 
are major fertility determinants. These two factors 
have promoted women’s independence, particularly 
in matters of contraception. But as Peter McDonald 

suggests, high educational attainment and occupa-
tion levels do not mean women have attained equa-
lity with men. The studies in question give priority to 
either economic or public policy analysis.

KheNRi leRiDoN, “The development of fertility 
theories, a multidisciplinary endeavour”, Population, 
English Edition, 70(2), 2015.

Many INED research studies focus on gender rela-
tions, a question that can be investigated in a variety 
of ways. In addition to the above-cited publica-
tions and scientific conferences, several Institute 
representatives participated in the Seventh interna-
tional conference on feminist research in the French-
speaking world held in Montreal, 24-28 August 
2015 ; specifically in conference sessions on violence. 
Another result of growing academic recognition of 
the importance of these research questions is the 
fact that INED is now hosting several PhD students 
(see p. 50) working directly or indirectly on gender 
relations.



an eye on 
the planet
since its founding InED has studied the 
world’s population; some projects are spe-
cifically centred on a particular region or 
country. they provide precious information 
on such phenomena as international migra-
tion. International comparisons, meanwhile, 
enable us to better understand demogra-
phic trends.

The difficulty of obtaining 
reliable information on migrations

The MAFE project (Migrations between Africa and 
Europe) has produced a great number of publica-
tions, including a special section in the INED jour-
nal Population, 1-2015. The International Migration 
Review also devoted a part of its 50th anniversary 
issues to MAFE. Cris Beauchemin, who co-heads 
the project, makes a plea in the IMR for a “multi-site 
approach” of the sort used so successfully in MAFE. 
Researchers in that project worked simultaneously in 
three African countries – Congo, Ghana, Senegal – and 
six European countries: Belgium, Spain, France, Italy, 
the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. Migrations 
have often been studied from a western perspective 
emphasizing destination countries. One effect of this 
is to concentrate attention on immigration data, the-
reby lending credence to the idea that all migrants 
settle definitively in the receiving country when in 
reality many migration trajectories are more complex. 
Meanwhile, we have few data on short-term migration, 
return migration and more or less prolonged back-
and-forth movement.

The same special issue features other articles on 
MAFE. With Amparo Gonzalez-Ferrer and other authors, 
Cris Beauchemin examines African migrants’ moti-
vations for returning to their home countries. Sorana 
Toma and Sophie Vause focus on differences in the way 
women and men from the Congo and Senegal use their 
social networks during migration. Other articles in this 
rich special issue focus on transnational families, some 
of who lastingly pursue family life “from a distance” 
while others are reunified. 
 

K International Migration Review, , 48(4) and 49(1).

 

International migration measurement runs into two diffi-
culties. First, not every entry and departure from a given 
territory is recorded with precision; second, it is diffi-
cult statistically to distinguish between a person who 
is just passing through and a person wishing to settle 
lastingly. Despite these difficulties, records of residence 
permits valid for over one year delivered by the French 
administration to non-European Union nationals are a 
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precious source of information for apprehending 
migration flows. 
During the period 1998-2013, the number of entries 
into France reached a peak between 2003 and 2005. 
It is also estimated that over the entire period there 
were systematically fewer departures than entries. 
Family reasons were the most frequently cited for 
granting a residence permit to persons having ente-
red France, and from 2000 they account for more 
than half of all permits granted. The number of stu-
dent residence permits remained stable at between 
20,000 and 25,000 per year. Regardless of annual 
entry and exit numbers, it is estimated that migra-
tion flows throughout the period were composed 
of more women than men. The three countries of 
North Africa are most heavily represented among 
non-European migrants while the number of natio-
nals from other African countries is extremely close 
to that for all Asian countries together. 

K hiPPolyTe D’AlBiS and eKRAMe BoUBTANe, 
“Characteristics of migration flows to France based 
on residence permit data (1998-2013)”, Population, 
English Edition, 70(3), 2015.

medicine’s contributions to demography

The proportion of twin births has doubled in deve-
loped countries over the last four decades. In France 
it rose from 9.3 births in 1000 in 1975 to 17.4 in 2011. 
Two factors account for this dramatic increase: later 
childbearing, as older women tend to have twins 
more frequently than younger ones, and the expan-
sion of medically assisted reproduction (MAR), which 
carries an increased probability of multiple births. 
Using civil registry data, INED associate researcher 
Gilles Pison, professor at France’s Museum of Natural 
History, together with a professor from Oxford and 
a professor from Nimeguen, described the rise in 
twinning rates in different countries and estimated 

the share of the increase in twinning rates attribu-
table to the rise in age at childbearing and the share 
attributable to MAR. The effect of MAR is found to 
be on average about three times greater than that of 
delayed childbearing. 

This “twinning boom” constitutes a public health 
problem as twins are more vulnerable than single-
tons, require more care, and have a higher morta-
lity rate. Policymakers and physicians’ associations 
have been trying for years to change medical prac-
tices in order to reduce multiple birth frequency. In 
one-quarter of developed countries for which the 
relevant statistics are available, the twinning rate 
reached a plateau in the early 2000s and decreased 
thereafter: this is the case for Japan and Sweden. 
The fall is due among other things to changes in 
public policy and MAR practices; specifically, limi-
ting the number of embryos transferred in an in- 
vitro fertilization process

K gilleS PiSoN et al., “Twinning rates in deve-
loped countries: trends and explanations”, Population 
and Development Review, 41(4), December 2015.

INED has a long tradition of genetic research, of 
which Albert Jacquard is the most renowned repre-
sentative. Population genetics, the study of trends in 
the frequency of gene occurrence, has various impli-
cations for the field of public health. INED’s Gil Bellis 
was part of an international research team working 
to measure population diversity in West Africa. DNA 
sequences known to exist in that part of the conti-
nent were studied on the Y chromosome of 288 men 
belonging to the largest ethnic groups of Benin (the 
Bariba, Fon and Yoruba) and Côte d'Ivoire (the Ahizi 
and Yacouba), then compared with sequences for 
other sub-Saharan populations. 

The team was surprised to find that the Yoruba 
of Benin and Nigeria have only 5 haplotypes (sets 
of interrelated genes) in common – relatively few. By 
contrast, the Fon of Benin and the Yoruba of Nigeria 
share 11 haplotypes. The Bariba, Fon and Yoruba 
ethnic groups of Benin have only 3 haplotypes in 
common. In addition to this type of genetic distance 

 

hoW iS MoRTAliTy iN SUB-SAhARAN AfRiCA 
eSTiMATeD?

In contrast to developed countries, you cannot use 
civil registries to measure demographic levels and 
trends in Africa because they are incomplete: not all 
births and deaths are recorded. Demographic indica-
tors are estimated using censuses and national sur-
veys. But is the information collected reliable? In 2012 
the MADAS research project (Mortalité des adultes 
en Afrique sub-saharienne) was set up in Senegal, run 
by INED in collaboration with the country’s National 
statistics and demography agency (ANSD) and the 
Research institute for development (IRD) and funded 
by France’s National Research Agency (ANR). The pro-
gramme assesses the quality of the census and survey 
information used to estimate adult mortality.

WheRe iS MADAS BeiNg CoNDUCTeD? 

MADAS draws on information from existing popu-
lation and health observatories in Senegal as well as 
three rural sites in the country whose population has 
been monitored demographically for several decades. 
We therefore have complete information on births, 
deaths, marriages and migrations for each of these 
sites. We then compare that information with the data 
collected by censuses and national surveys at the same 
sites to measure error and bias in national sources. 

gilleS PiSoN

INED associate researcher
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between populations, the analysis found evidence 
of an ancient migration history: DNA sequences pre-
sent in the Bariba indicate a tie with populations that 
migrated from Asia or the Near East.

K CeSAR foRTeS-liMA et al., “Genetic popu-
lation study of Y-chromosome markers in Benin 
and Ivory Coast ethnic groups”, Forensic Science 
International: Genetics, 19, 2015.

Ethnic or racial membership does not appear in 
French official statistics. As Patrick Simon of INED, 
Victor Piché, and Amélie Gagnon recall, many coun-
tries do collect such statistics, using approaches and 
questions that differ by country; in most the relevant 
data are recorded directly in the census. The resul-
ting classifications raise methodological and political 
questions, as statistical categories not only reflect 
the divisions that structure the given society but also 
work to forge representations and are indispensable 
public policy design and implementation tools. 

A collective work edited by Simon, Piché and 
Gagnon positions the French refusal to collect ethnic 
statistics in the context of the different ways ethnic 
diversity is recorded in Quebec, Mexico, Malaysia, 
Belgium, Brazil and Great Britain, among others. The 
particularity of Malaysia is that following the violent 
riots that shook the country in 1969, it implemented 
a policy of positive discrimination in favour of the 
country’s Malay majority (51% of the population in 
2000). The use of ethnic categories in this country 
has enabled policymakers to measure population 
diversity and the effects of policies that promote the 
majority in the economy. A comparable situation 
is found in Brazil, where inequalities based on skin 
colour remain substantial despite the myth of racial 
democracy that prevailed; an “affirmative action” 
policy was launched in 2001. Correspondences 
between social status and colour gradient were stu-
died using the census database and then by way of 
more detailed surveys that distinguished 119 skin 
colours.

K PATRiCK SiMoN, viCToR PiChé and AMélie 
gAgNoN, Social Statistics and Ethnic Diversity. Cross-
National Perspectives in Classifications and Identity 
Politics, Springer-INED, 2015.

forced migration

Populations may be forced to leave their region 
by a natural disaster – a tsunami, for example. The 
expression “climate refugees” is increasingly used 
for such cases, attesting to heightened awareness of 
ecological and environmental questions, though the 
term itself does not correspond to any official sta-
tus. Above all, it is hard to determine to what degree 
migrations are due to the environment or disasters. 
It is therefore preferable to use the term “environ-
mental migration”, defined as a lasting move whose 
main cause is a change in the environment. 

In fact, population movement may be due to a com-
bination of causes. In Ethiopia in 1984, for example, 
political factors aggravated the effects of a drought, 
making it more deadly. Disasters themselves may 
have different causes: Hurricane Katrina ravaged New 
Orleans and the surrounding area in 2005, but the city 
of Bhopal was intoxicated in 1984 by a pesticide fac-
tory gas leak. Historically, the majority of populations 
forced to migrate remain close to the region they left, 
and a proportion of inhabitants return quickly. But 
populations that flee a sea rise – an eventuality that 
seems increasingly likely – will not be able to return.

K JACqUeS véRoN and vAléRie golAz, “Can 
environmental migration be measured?” Population 
& Societies, 522, May 2015.

Wars cause exoduses and may be the theatre of mass 
deportations. As early as 1929 in Stalin’s Soviet Union, 

the authorities organized forced displacements to “spe-
cial villages” in distant regions. Internal deportations 
were conducted at a much greater scale during WWII 
and in the years before and after the war: from 1929 
to 1953 over 6 million persons were displaced. Some 
were targeted for their social position, others because 
they belonged to the family of a supposed insurgent 
or simply lived in regions that had seen insurrections, 
notably the Baltic republics, re-conquered by the 
Soviets after a period of Nazi occupation. 

In fact, merely belonging to a targeted population 
(for example, a nationality reputed less than perfectly 
loyal to the Soviet regime) was enough to get a person 
on the deportation lists, often without any prior inves-
tigation. Accounts from former deportees show that 
many were not informed why they were being taken 
away. Following bureaucratic logic, the central admi-
nistration set quotas of persons to be deported by dis-
trict. When particular individuals on the lists managed 
to elude deportation, additional names were added 
from a reserve pool to ensure the quota was met. 
Operation “Spring” was one such forced displace-
ment programme organized during the period: in the 
space of two days, 11,345 Lithuanian families – 40,000 
persons – were deported.

K AlAiN BlUM, “Décision politique et articulation 
bureaucratique: les déportés lituaniens de l’opéra-
tion 'Printemps' (1948)”, Revue d’histoire moderne et 
contemporaine, 64(4), 2015.

Historical analysis is an integral part of the work done 
at INED. A lecture series organized by the In-Hoppe 
international research network (International 
Network-Historical and Osteorarchaelogical Past 
Population Exploration) brought together resear-
chers working on migrations from an interdisciplinary 
historical perspective. Various topics were discussed, 
including “migration diseases and the migration 
of diseases”, “marriage in a migration context”, and 
“migrations and patronymics”. 

http://in-hoppe.site.ined.fr/
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territories in a time of democratic change

An increasing number of the world’s major cities 
are making the policy choice to promote walking; 
one is Mexico City. The decision reflects the need to 
give priority to “soft” modes of transport that have 
little environmental impact, in contrast to cars. One 
method is to raise the profile of historic heritage sites 
by way of pedestrian pathways. In political and policy 
discourse, urban space planning that favours walk-
ing is presented as a new means of achieving social 
equality since walking, like cycling, is a means of 
mobility accessible to and widely used by disadvan-
taged sectors of the population. Paradoxically, howe-
ver, these policies are usually implemented in tightly 
circumscribed central spaces that exclude precisely 
the peripheral districts where most such people live. 

As part of her PhD thesis, Paulina López Gutiérrez 
interviewed political officials and 600 inhabitants 
of out-of-the-way neighbourhoods in east Mexico 
City. The finding was that in those areas, where few 
households have a car, inhabitants generally use 
public transportation and walk on a daily basis. The 

survey revealed the economic and time constraints 
involved, not to mention the safety dimension. 
Different segments of the population (workers, 
women, students, older persons) determine their 
walking practices so as to limit exposure to criminality.

K PAUliNA lóPez gUTiéRRez, "La marche dans 
les quartiers périphériques à Mexico comme révélateur 
des inégalités socio-spatiales", Actes de la Journée 
doctorale de l’Ined, Documents de travail, 219, 2015.

Since 2011 and the fall of Ben Ali in Tunisia, over-
coming territorial inequalities has become a major 
government objective. The country is divided into 
24 governorates, in turn subdivided into 264 “dele-
gations”. This territorial breakdown involves sharp 
inequalities, and the authorities are reflecting on how 
to revise it to reduce disparities. To this end, econo-
mists have devised a regional development indicator 
(IDR) that measures education resources, wealth and 
employment as well as health and gender inequali-
ties in the different locations. The central rural dele-

gation of Hassi Ferid is least developed while the 
delegation of Bab el Bahr in the governorate of Tunis 
is most highly developed. Overall, intensely urban 
delegations and those closest to the coast show the 
highest IDR rankings. A French and Tunisian group of 
researchers has shown that other inequality factors 
should be taken into account for the new adminis-
trative breakdown: local population flows, facility of 
access to Tunis, proximity of an international port 
or airport, and distance from the governorate capi-
tal where public services and shopping facilities are 
concentrated. 

The Regional Development Ministry’s 2011 White 
Book proposes to create new synergies by linking 
the coastal area and hinterland by way of five new 
regions, a proposal that runs contrary to the 1985 
National Plan. Using the migration flow simulations 
that INED’s France Guérin-Pace helped to establish, 
the authors have identified secondary cities that 
might be brought into play to develop peripheral 
regions more effectively. This theoretical reorganiza-
tion offers a framework for discussion that will shed 
light on the dilemma of territorial reform that Tunisia 
will have to resolve. 

K Ali BeNNASR et al., “Dilemmes de la réforme 
régional tunisienne", Revue d’économie régionale et 
urbaine, 2015(5).

On 4 and 5 June 2015 at a conference of the 
Observatoire des Transitions du Monde Arabe 
(Observatory on transitions in the Arab world) 
co-organized by INED’s France Guérin-Pace at the 
University of Tunis, researchers from both sides of 
the Mediterranean presented their work on how 
territories are responding to changes in the Arab 
world. Two sessions were devoted to PhD thesis pre-
sentations. Papers were organized into three areas 
– territorial governance, inequalities, and local deve-
lopment – as well as sectorial policy, opening discus-
sion on structures for accompanying jobless persons 
in some regions of Tunisia.

http://www.otma.fr/

INED researchers are often asked by national or inter-
national authorities to inform and advise task forces 
on special issues (see p. 39). At a workshop organized 
by the Committee on Population of the U.S. National 
Academies of Science (Washington, DC, 15-16 June 
2015) on recent trends in fertility in sub-Saharan 
Africa, their causes and the issues they raise, INED 
researcher Véronique Hertrich spoke on changes 
in marriage practices and their impact on fertility. 
Using a substantial database (490 censuses and sur-
veys from 55 countries), she reconstructed long-term 
trends in marrying age from 1960 and related them 
to fertility trends, showing that a fall in number of 
children per woman is usually preceded by a change 
in marrying age and does not occur in a context of 
early marriage. Clémentine Rossier focused on tradi-
tional contraception methods (withdrawal and perio-
dic abstinence or the rhythm method), showing that 
they meet the family planning needs of some popu-
lation categories (notably because they can be prac-
ticed without recourse to medical services) and play 
a major, as yet underestimated role in fertility control. 

Some of the surveys INED conducts in France are 
integral parts of international projects; an example is 
ERFI (see p. 15), part of the Generations and Gender 
Survey of 19 countries. INED’s involvement in interna-
tional research is quite direct: in 2015 the European 
Union selected an INED project for funding by its 
research aid programme, and another project, on 
migrant health, was developed with the University of 
Pennsylvania. Ten projects underway this year received 
international funding (see p. 41).
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InED’s fundamental activity, its signature as it were, 
is conducting innovative, extensive surveys, either 
alone or with partners. and it is the only french 
research institute with special support services for 
realizing and statistically analysing surveys. 

SurveyS: the core 
of INeD’S work

the major surveys

INED has always designed or participated in large-
sample surveys of thousands of respondents. INSEE, 
the French Institute for Statistics and Economic 
Studies, with its nationwide network of interviewers, 
is one of INED’s most regular partners.

two unique support services

Difficulties of many sorts have to be overcome to 
conduct a survey properly. First, you need to be able 
to reach the target population, including populations 
with extremely specific characteristics, such as victims 
of violence, children of immigrants, youth placed in 
foster care by the social services, etc. 

You also need to determine how to ensure the 
participation of a considerable number of respon-
dents while keeping within a budget. A telephone 
survey, for example, requires substantial resources 
and a home survey even more. 

Surveys must meet strict general requirements 
such as guaranteeing respondent anonymity and, for 
subjects that touch on private life or political and reli-
gious opinions, complying with the rules established 
by France’s personal data protection authority.

In order for a survey to proceed properly and for 
private individuals to agree to spend time answering 
questionnaires, you have to inform them in advance 
of the survey topic without revealing too much of 
its content. Drafting the “announcement letter” that 
notifies potential respondents that they will be recei-
ving a telephone call or visit from an interviewer is 
a delicate exercise. For INED’s violence survey, for  
example, violent intimate partners must not think 
their victims were the ones to contact INED, as this 
would expose the victims to retaliation. 

At the end of the survey process, anonymized 
data files are filed with the Quételet network, of 
which INED is a member, for use by the scientific 
community. But several operations must be perfor-
med before this can be done. For example, if women 
only were asked a particular question, this must be 
specified. Researchers also need to explain in detail 

what the response categories cover, and in some 
cases to delete sensitive information (on health, for 
example). Months of work are required.

www.ined.fr/fr/ressources-methodes/
selection-sites-web/ressources-statistiques-enquetes/
reseau-quetelet/

INED’s Survey and Opinion Poll Department, created 
in 1982, fulfils many other functions; overall, it ensures 
that the Institute has all the resources it needs to work 
on difficult issues with potentially sensitive popula-
tion groups and to develop innovative methods. 

In 2007 the Statistical Methods Department was 
established. Its technicians are familiar with all the 
latest advances in statistics; they advise researchers 
and work with them to analyse their data. Life course 
or event history analysis, sequence analysis, textual 
statistics, multilevel models that take account of 
context features are examples of methodologies 
used by the service; researchers receive in-house 
training in them and special seminars are organized. 
The Department uses a wide range of tools and 
can determine which ones will work best for each 
research problematic. 

projects that span several years

From design to data collection and analysis, publi-
cation of findings and making data available to the 
scientific community, surveys take several years. 

The EPIC survey on individual and 
conjugal trajectories delivered its first 
findings in 2015. One specificity of this 
survey is to offer consenting couples 
a shorter questionnaire that will allow 

researchers to compare the two partners’ individual 
past love lives. Analysis of the survey data continues, 
but “First cohabiting relationships”, the Population & 
Societies issue based on that data, has already been 
cited several times in the media (see also p. 37).  

http://epic.site.ined.fr/en/
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In 2015, INED’s Virage survey on 
violence and gender relations ente-
red the data collection phase, which 
in this case proceeded through 

telephone interviews. A computer entered telephone 
numbers at random, ensuring entirely random res-
pondent selection. However, only persons aged 20 
to 69 were actually questioned, 27,000 in all, equal 
numbers of men and women. 
To complete the main survey, 3 specific surveys — for 
students; lesbians, gays, bisexuals or transgender 
(LGBT); and persons who had consulted the website 
of a victim assistance association — were conducted; 
these took the form of self-administered internet 
questionnaires (not requiring a face-to-face interview). 
 http://virage.site.ined.fr/

The ELAP survey (Étude longi-
tudinale sur l’autonomisation 
des jeunes après un placement) 
studies access to indepen-
dence among young people 

aged 17-20 who have spent time in a foster home or  
institution. In 2015, respondents who had answe-
red the 2013-2014 questionnaire were re-contacted  
for the second wave. At the time of the first, for  
extremely diverse reasons, they were not living with 
their parents but had been “placed” in homes or  
institutions by France’s youth welfare office. A few 
months after their placement period came to an end, 
a second interview with them was requested. ELAP is 
the first survey in France to focus on the outcomes, 
resources, and living conditions of young people 
placed in a foster home or institution.  

http://elap.site.ined.fr/en/

Each major survey covers several aspects of the 
research topic and involves many INED and out-
side researchers; for each a general overview and 
summing up is needed. This is the purpose of INED 
Publications’ “Grandes enquêtes” series (see also 
p. 37). At the end of 2015 a work in this series synthe-
sizing all the findings of the Trajectories and Origins 
survey (TeO) was finalized. How do immigrants live in 

France, and are their children’s trajectories similar to 
theirs? Combining forces, 22 authors present the fin-
dings from across the spectrum of life areas covered 
by TeO: education, couples, friends, religion, discri-
mination, and others. The publication of Trajectoires 
et origins: Enquête sur la diversité des populations en 
France [Trajectories and origins: survey on popula-
tion diversity in France] at the very beginning of 2016 
was a major event.

www.ined.fr/fr/publications/grandes-enquetes/
trajectoires-et-origines/

Thanks to its full set of support services, INED is in a 
position not only to design surveys but also to ana-
lyse the data scientifically and publish findings. 

INED researchers are fully implicated in improving 
survey methods and extending knowledge in this area. 
They are particularly attentive to national censuses, an 
extremely valuable but highly complex tool that can 
always be improved. INED’s Loïc Trabut, Eva Lelièvre 
and Estelle Bailly compared French census results with 
the data from INSEE’s 2011 Family and housing survey, 
identifying where the two diverged. The French cen-
sus focuses on the household and its inhabitants; it is 
therefore blind to family organization that oversteps 
these boundaries. Census coding is in part automa-
tic. This constraint, due to a concern to avoid double 
counting, leads in some cases to exact counts yet inac-
curate descriptions of families. Separated parents, for 
example, each wish to report their children, including 
when they do not have primary custody, and they do so 
regardless of census instructions. This results in diver-
gences between family descriptions deduced from clo-
sely targeted surveys such as Family and housing and 
those suggested by census data. Comparing the two 
sets helps us understand how questionnaire design 
and data processing can lead to different descriptions, 
and to make relevant suggestions for correcting this.

K loïC TRABUT et al., “Does the household-
based census capture the diversity of family 
configurations in France?” Population, English 
Edition, 70(3), 2015.

Many factors impact on survey responses; for 
 example, whether a respondent answers alone or in 
the presence of his/her intimate partner. Interviewer’s 
sex also has an effect, and gender relations come 
into play in the survey process. This is particularly true 
when the research topic concerns sexuality in one 
way or another. A male and female researcher set 
out separately to study how the pornography indus-
try operates. Both researchers found that the people 
they met with in this sector (sometimes the same per-
sons in the two surveys) assumed that the images pro-
duced would be arousing only to heterosexual men. 
The exchanges the two researchers had with their res-
pondents were therefore considerably different. The 
female researcher was assumed to be entirely igno-
rant of how this economic sector operates and she 
constantly had to fend off sexual advances. The male 
researcher was assumed to enjoy pornography. Their 
experiences did converge on one point: both had 
to make repeated, constant efforts to reassert their 
position of researcher while their interlocutors made 
likewise constant attempts to get them to reveal their 
own personal lives and sexuality. 

Survey relationships comprising direct observa-
tion and interviews are therefore heavily affected by 
the image respondents have of the researchers ques-
tioning them. And this perception may vary from one 
extreme to the other depending on researcher's sex 
and the sexual desires ascribed to them.

K BéATRiCe DAMiAN-gAillARD and MAThieU 
TRAChMAN, “Le sexuel, le savant et le vulgaire. 
Retour sur deux enquêtes sur la pornographie”, in 
Christine Guionnet and Sophie Rétif, eds., Exploiter 
les difficultés méthodologiques, Presses Universitaires 
de Rennes, 2015

In historical research, too, it is crucial to reflect on 
methods. In 2009, INED associate researcher Loïc 
Charles and Guillaume Daudin from the University 
of Paris Dauphine set up a European network of 80 
researchers working on international trade statistics 
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Though 
data for some countries are missing or incomplete, 
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comparisons can now be made, and in 2015 Charles 
and Daudin edited a special issue of the Revue de 
l’OFCE [Observatoire française de la conjoncture 
économique] summarizing the findings. The issue 

discusses available eighteenth-century sources and 
how to use them and shows how international trade 
statistics can improve our understanding of the way 
preindustrial economies operated.

K loïC ChARleS and gUillAUMe DAUDiN, eds., 
“Eighteenth-century international trade  
statistics”, Revue de l’OFCE, 2015(4).

Scientific researchers must constantly monitor how 
they classify, what categories they put a given person 
or group into. Even such a seemingly obvious notion 
as catégories populaires [rough meaning: the wor-
king class] deserves to be thought through because 
when researchers conduct a scientific project they 
need to know who this label does and does not apply 
to and precisely what it means. In an article published 
in 2015, INED’s Joanie Cayouette-Remblière stresses 
how heterogeneous the catégories populaires actually 
are, depending on whether the respondent in ques-
tion has a high or low-skilled job and what spouse’s 
or partner’s occupation is; also because it is important 
to take account of respondent’s entire occupational 
career, including possible periods of upward and/or 
downward social mobility. 

The same heterogeneity was found by authors of 
a 2015 issue of the journal Lien social et politiques on 
“new inequalities”, edited by INED’s Pascale Dietrich-
Ragon together with Xavier Leloup. Part of the issue 
examines the impact of such heterogeneity for profes-
sional social workers, who have to deal with the extre-
mely diverse effects of the economic crisis on various 
categories of the population in such areas as housing, 
education and health.

K JoANie CAyoUeTTe-ReMBlièRe, "De l’hétéro-
généité des classes populaires (et de ce que l’on peut 
en faire)", Sociologie, 2015(4).
PASCAle DieTRiCh-RAgoN and xAvieR leloUP 
(eds.), "Les catégories populaires face aux nouvelles 
inégalités", Lien social et politiques, 74, 2015.

hoW iS The elfe SURvey RUN?

The Etude longitudinale française 
depuis l’enfance (French child cohort 
study) is a multidisciplinary study 
designed to follow the 18,300 child-
ren of the 2011 cohort from birth to 
adulthood. Because of the survey’s 
size and the need to administer ques-
tionnaires regularly to keep informed 

on the children’s environment and development, Elfe 
is organized in a specific way within INED. The Institute 
hosts the combined INED-INSERM-EFS research teams 
conducting the project. The team in charge of steering 
the project and implementing it scientifically, adminis-
tratively and financially in collaboration with INED sup-
port services is composed of 15 persons who coordinate 
the scientific activity of 150 researchers in the social 
sciences, health and health-and-environment fields wor-
king throughout the country and who take part in ques-
tionnaire and survey protocol design. 

The work of conducting telephone or home interviews 
has been outsourced. Since most survey segments call 
for interviewing both parents, there are a lot of inter-
views to be done! Some survey phases may also require 
temporary reinforcement of the project steering team; 
for example, in 2014-2015 in connection with survey 
logistics around children aged 3 and half, as this invol-
ved meeting with parents in their homes. 

After the data collection stage, the project steering team 
is in charge of preparing and documenting the data for 
use by the scientific community. Once this is done, it is 
up to researchers to identify the data useful to their par-
ticular research projects and to publish their findings.

CATheRiNe gUével

General secretary of the Elfe survey team

throughout 2015, in accordance with its mission to inform 
and disseminate findings to policymakers, the scientific 
community and the public at large, INED worked to publi-
cize its rich scientific production and familiarize the public 
with demographic issues.

DISSemINatIoN 
aND expertISe
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reaching out to an 
ever-more diverse audience

In partnership with the Paris public libraries, INED was 
active in the 2015 “Portraits de famille” programme, 
organizing lectures, a children’s workshop and an 
exhibition of demography-related postcards. 

The 2015 second annual Rencontres de la Démo 
was also on the theme of the family and the audience 
was quite diverse; INED offered four ten-minute 
 lectures that were filmed and diffused on the social 
media. 

The Institute was present and active at the Paris 
Book Fair in March 2015, inviting visitors to learn more 
about demography through books, journals and 
articles by its researchers, debates on the social ques-
tions those publications discuss (e.g., immigrant expe-
rience, the subject of the TeO survey), and researcher 
presentations on the major demography topic areas 
designed for either adults or children. 

INED also held its second annual open house for 
primary, middle school and high school classes. More 
than a hundred students participated in this two-day 
science fair where Institute researchers ran workshops 
on population tailored to the given class levels. 

new and refreshed website material

After revamping its internet site in 2014, INED 
enhanced it with additional instructive content, 
notably for teachers, and saw an increase in website 
visits in 2015.

New videos were put online – over ten made this 
year, in part thanks to our partnership with Population 
Europe, who provided assistance in producing the 
English versions. 

And on the occasion of its 70th anniversary, INED 
launched a mini-site with a great deal of information 
on Institute history, demography over the centuries, 
and sets of key demographic figures for France, 
Europe and the world. Visitors can also browse a 
virtual exhibit and photo album, and watch the film 
made for the occasion, composed of INA archive 
images and interviews retracing INED’s 70 years of 

research and surveys in interaction with a changing 
society. To celebrate the anniversary, a day of presen-
tations and debate was organized at the Centquatre 
public cultural centre in Paris. All the day’s presenta-
tions and debates are also available online. 

http://70-ans.site.ined.fr

ined.fr now offers a total of sixty videos and animated 
maps, graphs and games, and from June 2015, INED 
video recordings may also be accessed on the France 
Culture Plus platform.   

http://plus.franceculture.fr/partenaires/ined

a stronger presence on social media

In November 2015 INED opened a YouTube account 
with all the videos made of conferences, study days, 
lectures and other Institute events as well as pre-
sentations and talks by INED researchers in other 
frameworks. 

Our Twitter and Facebook accounts are still 
gaining subscribers: Twitter has risen 43% since 
2014 and Facebook 33%.

several relays in the media

INED’s excellent reputation is well known in the media; 
journalists often contact Institute actors for statistics and 

other information in connection with important and 
controversial current events or in response to a recent 
INED publication. INED demographers regularly offer 
their lights on social issues and points of debate. The 
number of press and other media citations of INED 
research continued to rise in 2015.

the monthly bulletin 
Population & Societies

This four-page monthly bulletin published simul-
taneously in French and English handles subjects at 
the heart of public debate and was widely echoed in 
the media this year, even more than in previous years. 
Four issues proved particularly resonant: “First coha-
biting relationships” (521), “What is the link between 
mothers’ level of education and low birthweight?” 
(523), “The population of the world (2015)” (525) 
and “Unemployment delays the arrival of first child 
in France” (528). In 2015 INED published 11 issues of 
Population & Societies, including four on topics concer-
ning France and two on Europe.

InED publications

Les Editions de l’INED publish books — a catalogue of 
400 titles, including a series in English co-published with 
Springer – and two bilingual periodicals: the monthly bul-
letin Population & Societies and the journal Population. 
They also assist in publishing the Documents de travail 
(Working Papers) grey literature series. 
In 2015, on the occasion of the Institute’s 70th anniver-
sary, Les Editions de l’INED published an illustrated 
book based on a wonderful collection of postcards 

from 1900 to 1950 that offer a comic, playful view of the 
major life events. 

In 2015 INED published the following books:
•  La Mucoviscidose en héritage, Nadine Pellen, Les 

Cahiers de l’Ined, March 2015
•  Bébés, familles et cartes postales, Jacques Véron 

and Jean-Marc Rohrbasser, special edition, 
November 2015

•  1939-1945. Une démographie dans la tourmente 
[1939-1945. Demography in a tormented time], 
preface by Henry Rousso, texts collected and pre-
sented by Jean-Marc Rohrbasser and Martine 
Rousso-Rossmann, special edition, November 2015

•  Trajectoires et origines. Enquête sur la diversité des 
populations en France, Cris Beauchemin, Christelle 
Hamel, Patrick Simon, eds., “Grande enquêtes” 
series, printed in 2015, published in 2016

Moreover, 20 articles were published in INED’s quar-
terly bilingual journal Population, including overviews 
of the demographic situation in France, an analytic 
review of current knowledge on the masculinization 
of births, and studies of migrations between Africa 
and Europe. 

Two Documents de Travail working papers, i.e., first 
drafts of research findings, were made available to 
internet users:

•  “Effet du chômage sur la réalisations de projets 
de fécondité” [The effects of unemployment on 
fertility intention realization], Ariane Pailhé and 
Arnaud Régnier-Loilier;

•  “New spouse, same chores? A panel analysis 
of marital specialization in consecutive unions”, 
Miriam Beblo and Anne Solaz.



4342

additional publications by 
InED researchers

Notable 2015 publications include: 
•  Atlas mondial des femmes. Les paradoxes 

de l’émancipation, Isabelle Attané, Carole 
Brugeilles, Wilfried Rault, Autrement/INED, 
January 2015

•  "Tous propriétaires !" L'envers du décor pavil-
lonnaire [“Everyone a homeowner!” The under-
side of the free-standing house], Anne Lambert, 
Le Seuil, March 2015.

In 2015, INED researchers participated in or pro-
duced nearly 660 theses, books, chapters, book 
reviews, scientific articles, working papers and confe-
rence papers.

Emphasis on publishing in English

In 2015, 42% of INED researchers’ 
scientific articles and books were publi-
shed in foreign languages, 92% of them 
in English.
INED’s Population Studies series, co- 
published with Springer, was enriched 
with two new titles:

•  Renewing the Family. A History of the Baby 
Boomers, Catherine Bonvalet, Céline Clément 
and Jim Ogg, 2015 

•  The Contemporary Family in France. Partnership 
Trajectories and Domestic Organization, Arnaud 
Régnier-Loilier ed., 2015.

participation in national 
and international events

Throughout 2015 INED researchers gave talks on a 
variety of topics and the Institute presented its acti-
vities and publications at a number of national and 
international scientific or public meetings. As it does 
every year, the Institute had a booth at the Paris 
Book Fair presenting INED books and journals, also 
at the Rendez-vous de l’Histoire history fair in Blois, 
the annual meeting of the Population Association 
of America — a crucial event for all demographers, 
and the Union for African Population Studies (UAPS) 
conference. INED researchers organized or took part 
in several workshops and activities at these events.

a library and documentation centre 
serving population studies research 

With over 115,000 references – 3,000 more than in 
2014 — the INED library is one of the world’s richest 
and most complete on population questions. To 
ensure the fullest use possible, the library has esta-
blished cooperation agreements with other major 
population science research institutions, including 
the Max Planck Institute in Germany and the UN’s 
Population Division. Opening hours were extended 
in September 2015 – the library is open 9:15 to 5 
every day but Sunday – and researchers from partner 
institutions may now borrow documents under cer-
tain conditions. The Université Paris 1 Demography 
Institute (IDUP) was the first to benefit from the new 

lending policy. The library also has documentation 
and archives areas, now offers new products and 
services to INED staff, and continues to participate 
actively in preparations for the Campus Condorcet 
Grand Équipement Documentaire (GED) centralized 
documentation centre. 

Expertise, evaluation and coordination

In addition to their work at the Institute, INED resear-
chers make their skills available to the scientific 
community at large through participation in stee-
ring committees, research programme follow-up, 
and annual meeting and conference organization. 
Altogether, INED researchers participated in a total 
of 177 activities of this sort over 2015. They also sit 
on France’s National council for statistical informa-
tion quality control, which ensures survey quality 
and compliance with professional ethics. And in 
2015 INED Director Chantal Cases served as vice-
chair of the National population census evaluation 
commission. 

Regular scientific evaluation is essential and helps 
to orient research. Evaluation activities include being 
on a thesis or competitive examination jury or scien-
tific council; INED researchers were implicated in 111 
such activities in 2015. They may also involve eva-

luating a project submitted to the National Research 
Agency, sitting on a jury that selects projects for 
European Research Council grants, and evaluating 
article submissions for French and international scien-
tific journals.

Institute research team members fulfilled editorial 
roles outside INED as well, as editors-in-chief, scientific 
editors and on reading and drafting committees. 

INED researchers also regularly advise policyma-
kers, teachers, and cultural and economic institutions. 
They were consulted 61 times in 2015 by the Haut 
conseil de la famille, the Observatoire national du 
suicide, the Commissariat général à l’égalité des terri-
toires and a United Nations panels of experts, as well 
as many others bodies and authorities. 

aWarD

INED researcher Pascale Dietrich-Ragon was awar-
ded the Union sociale pour l’habitat and Groupe 
Caisse des dépôts 2015 scientific article award for 
“Qui rêve du logement social?” [Who dreams of 
obtaining social housing?], published in 2013 in the 
journal Sociologie.

thE Journal PoPulation launchEs Its young author's prIzE

In 2015 Population launched a new Young Author's Prize for an article in 
the field of population studies written in French or English by a Master’s 
or PhD student. Researchers who have defended their thesis less than 
seven years earlier may also submit articles. The winner is chosen by an 
international jury and is awarded €1000; his or her article is published in 
the journal in French and English. The results for 2015 were announced 
in early 2016.

www.revue-population.fr/prix-jeune-auteur
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INED is constantly working to disseminate and promote 
French research while working closely with institutions 
throughout the world, developing partnerships and 
playing an active role in international networks. 

a StroNg 
INterNatIoNal 
DImeNSIoN

support for researcher mobility 

Every year, approximately 60 foreign researchers 
come to INED to pursue their research for periods 
ranging from 15 days to 3 months. 63 visiting resear-
chers were hosted in 2015, including 18 PhD stu-
dents. 21 were from Africa, 6 from North America, 5 
from South America, 18 from the European Union, 8 
from Eastern Europe, Russia or the Caucasus, 4 from 
Asia and 1 from Oceania. 

In addition, the international mobility programme 
of the iPOPs Laboratory of Excellence has enabled 
INED to help its Labex partners host researchers from 
abroad. 

A total of 129 foreign researchers from 29 coun-
tries took part in INED-funded projects in 2015.

Meanwhile, 15 INED researchers received financial 
support for long-term (over a month) research stays 
at foreign institutions as part of the Institute’s interna-
tional mobility policy. An INED researcher spent a full 
academic year at the University of Montreal; another 
at the City University of New York. 

INED staff also teach at universities abroad – in 
seven countries in 2015. 

Extensive participation in international 
research network projects

INED is involved in numerous projects at the inter-
national scale and is a partner in most of the 
wide-ranging population science projects at the 
European scale; e.g., “Families and Societies” and 
TEMPER (Temporary versus Permanent Migration), 
both launched in 2013, the first by the University of 
Stockholm and the second by the CSIC of Madrid. 
INED is an active member of the team that coor-
dinates the Generations and Gender Programme 
(GGP), and in 2015 the Institute promoted the GGP 
candidacy for the Roadmap of the European Strategy 
Forum on Research Infrastructures (ESFRI). 

Together with the country’s National Research 
Agency, INED represents France at the general 
assembly of the “More Years Better Lives – Potential 
and Challenges of Demographic Changes” Joint 

Programming Initiative (JPI). As a participant in the 
J-AGE II project, the Coordination Action that imple-
ments and aligns JPI activities, INED collaborates 
on joint scientific programming. Together with the 
Population Europe network the Institute is focusing 
specifically on availability and quality of data on 
ageing in Europe. 

2015 was also the year that the DEMOSTAF pro-
ject (Emerging population issues in sub- Saharan 
Africa: Cross-checking and promoting demogra-
phic data for better action) got underway. This 
programme promotes international mobility for 
researchers working on North Africa and sub- 
Saharan Africa. DEMOSTAF was selected through 
an EU Research and Innovation Staff Exchange 
(RISE) programme (Marie Sklodowska-Curie actions, 
H2020) call for projects process. It is composed of 
17 partners: 4 European, 12 African and 1 Canadian. 
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At the international level, a joint INED-University 
of Pennsylvania project on migrant mortality, funded 
by the United States National Institutes of Health, was 
launched in March 2015. 

The MADAS program assessing survey and cen-
sus data to more accurately estimate adult mortality 
in sub-Saharan Africa (see interview with Gilles Pison, 
p. 25)  pursued its work, as did the DéfiChine project 
on the living conditions and sexual situation of single 
men in China and changes in gender roles related to 
the deficit of women there. This project brings together 
Chinese, American, Swedish and French researchers. 

Moreover, in 2015 INED signed five new framework 
agreements – with the United Nations’ Population 
Division; the Centro de Estudios Mexicanos y 
Centroamericanos of Sierra Leona, Mexico; the 
École nationale supérieure de statistique et d’eco-
nomie appliquée, Ivory Coast; the Office national de 
la famille et de la population, Tunisia; the National 
Institution of Population and Social Security Research, 
Japan – formalizing commitments to research and 
training activities and scientific dissemination.

International meetings

As it does every year, INED participated in the 2015 
annual meeting of the Population Association of 
America (PAA), this year held in San Diego. The 
Institute was also present at the conference of the 
Union for African Population Studies (UAPS), held in 
Pretoria at the end of the year. Many INED researchers 
participate in international scientific conventions, 
where they exchange information and ideas with dis-
ciplinary colleagues from around the world. INED has 
a booth at all these major international conferences, a 
place where participants can meet, obtain information 
and discuss Institute activities and productions. 

In July the iPOPs Labex and its partners orga-
nized an international conference entitled “Are 
inequalities back? What population sciences tell 
us” and helped fund an international seminar entit-
led “Demographic dynamics, social policies and 
intergenerational relationships: towards new confi-
gurations?” held 29-30 September at Université de 
Paris-Ouest-Nanterre.

content in several languages

43% of INED publications are now in English. In 
some disciplines, English is the near-exclusive 
work language at both conferences and semi-
nars. INED’s bilingualism is therefore intensifying, 
including in the area of communication: the INED 
website is in French and English and all new INED 
videos – their number rose in 2015 – are produced 
in both languages with assistance from Population 
Europe. Moreover, all articles in INED’s two journals, 
Population  and Population & Societies, are publi-
shed in both French and English. 

Other publication languages in 2015 were 
German, Brazilian, Spanish, Italian and Russian. 

The number of publications co-authored with 
foreign researchers is also on the rise. In 2015, 30% 
of articles cited by evaluation bodies and 24% of 
papers delivered at scientific meetings were co-pro-
duced with a researcher residing in a country other 
than France. 

INED’s ties with international demographer 
associations involve regular meetings. The largest 
and oldest of these associations is the International 
Union for the Scientific Study of Population 
(IUSSP), now headquartered at INED (see box). 
Demographers of all languages and continents can 
join IUSSP, and Union conferences – the next one will 
be held in 2017 – are attended by several thousand 
people. Each continent also has its own association. 
INED members working on Asia can participate in 
the conferences of both the European association 
(EAPS) and its Asian counterpart. In December 2015 
other researchers attended the Union for African 
Population Studies (UAPS) conference in Pretoria. 

Invited to speak at INED’s weekly seminar, demo-
grapher and IUSSP chair Anastasia Gage gave a 
presentation on the magnitude of violence against 
women, particularly in Nigeria and Haiti, where a 
large majority of high school students report expe-
riencing violent relations. 

Iussp and InED

The International Union for the Scientific Study 
of Population has 2,000 members; researchers, 
academics, policymakers and other experts from 
various disciplines and countries throughout the 
world all working on key population questions. 

The IUSSP regularly organizes scientific mee-
tings to promote demographic research and 
disseminate its findings. And every four years 
the Union holds an International Population 
Conference. 

Since 2000 INED has been hosting the IUSSP 
on its premises; it also pays an annual subsidy for 
general association operating costs. INED has 
always been actively involved in IUSSP. Its cele-
brated founder Alfred Sauvy served as chair of 
the association while Louis Henry, who invented 
historical demography, served as secretary-ge-
neral and treasurer. In 2005, when the internatio-
nally renowned INED researcher Jacques Vallin 
was chair, IUSSP organized its 25th Population 
Conference. In 2013, INED senior researcher 
France Meslé was elected IUSSP secretary-ge-
neral and treasurer. This proximity is a source of 
productive scientific exchange. 

In 2015 IUSSP was extremely active in defining 
the role demographers can play in the data revo-
lution advocated by the United Nations to ensure 
attainment of its sustainable development goals. 
Several debates were held at regional population 
conferences and two scientific committees were 
formed, one on Big Data and the other on impro-
ving the use of civil registry information. 

In November 2015 the IUSSP launched its 
own information website, N-IUSSP, with a weekly 
article in English or French summarizing current 
demography research questions and targeting 
policymakers, journalists and a broad informed 
audience.

�http://iussp.org/fr 
www.niussp.org
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the future: campus condorcet

INED’s future will unfold a few 
hundred meters outside Paris in 
the city of Aubervilliers. In 2019 
the Institute will move from the 

20th arrondissement to its new headquarters on the 
Campus Condorcet. The Ecole des hautes études en 
sciences sociales (EHESS), teacher-researchers from 
the Universities of Paris 1, 3, 8 and 13, and a number 
of CNRS research laboratories will be moving into 
other buildings on the same site constructed by the 
same group of companies. 
Ultimately, 18,000 students, researchers and admi-
nistrative staff will people this “city of the humanities 
and social sciences”, approximately 5,000 of them 
near the Porte de la Chapelle in Paris. The ten foun-
ding institutions, INED among them, will be pooling 
the holdings of no fewer than 50 libraries to create 
an ultramodern university and research documen-
tation centre, the Grand équipement documentaire, 
the architectural blueprints for which were unveiled 
in late 2014. A conference centre, meeting rooms, 
offices for temporary projects, and housing facilities 
for guests are also under construction. 
Campus Condorcet scientific life has already 
begun. The Campus is already funding members’ 
research workshops, and every year in various spots 
throughout Aubervilliers the Campus hosts a lecture 
series. Two lectures of the 2014-2015 series “Girls 
and Boys: does gender make a difference?” were 
given by INED researchers, one by Gilles Pison, the 
other by Éric Brian. 

www.campus-condorcet.fr

the Investments for the future national 
loan scheme

The Investissements d’avenir research 
funding programme was launched in the 
late 2000s by way of a massive national 
loan. Various scientific structures were 

established on that occasion, after selection by an 
international jury. INED runs three of these structures 
and is a member of two others.

ipops

Of the many Investments for the 
Future funded by the loan scheme, 
INED coordinates and is particularly 

active in the Laboratory of Excellence (Labex) called 
iPOPs for “Individuals, Populations, Societies”. INED 
networks within iPOPs with laboratories and depart-
ments from several French universities. The network 
of partners (four universities initially, plus the Campus 
Condorcet and the HeSam COMUE) now comprises 
18 affiliated or associated academic research centres 
and institutes. 

Among its other functions (see 
p. 47), iPOPs provides high-qua-
lity training in demography. In 2015 
the Résodémo training programme 
and network became part of iPOPs. 

Training  sessions were organized for students 
enrolled at universities with or without links to iPOPs. 
A summer school session on “Gender and popula-
tions: methods, data and analysis”, run by teacher- 
researchers from Université de Paris-Ouest-Nanterre 

InED is involved in a considerable number of 
partnerships in Île-en-france and throughout 
France. These strong engagements take many 
forms, including Investments for the future 
programmes.

a DeNSe Network 
of partNerShIpS

RESO
DEMO

iPOPs
individus, popula�ons, sociétés

LABoratoire d’EXcellence
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was held in Paris from 22 to 24 June 2015; Dorothée 
Serges, who holds a post-doctoral contract funded 
by iPOPs, helped organize the session. 

http://resodemo.site.ined.fr

The Elfe project (see also p. 34) is another 
major, extensive research study funded 
as an Investment for the Future. 18,300 
children born in 2011 in France are being 

followed from birth until age 20. The children’s 
development is being studied from several pers-
pectives: health, environment, family, and others. 
The Elfe research team is mixed: the project is 
based at INED but also includes researchers from 
the Institut national de la santé et de la recherche 
médicale (INSERM) and the Établissement français 
du sang (French Blood Service) as well as seven 
other partner institutions. 

www.elfe-france.fr

The Elfe study covers an extremely wide field and 
involves many types of data and data collection inclu-
ding biological samples, interviews, and detailed 
questionnaires. Preserving these data while respec-
ting respondents’ anonymity is a major challenge. 
Another is helping researchers to access the data, 
as there is so much information of so many different 
kinds. The state-of-the-art platform Re-Co-Nai meets 
these two needs. It receives Investments for the 
Future funding as an Equipex (Technical equipment 
of excellence) and will ultimately integrate data from 
an INSERM study on premature babies (Epipage 2). 
In 2015, Elfe data on cohort children at age 1 were 
filed in Re-Co-Nai and made available to the scienti-
fic community. 
In addition to the afore-cited three major projects, in 
which INED is a leading actor, the Institute is a partner 
in two others.

The Labex Ouvrir la science économique 
or OSE [Opening economics] is coordi-
nated and managed by the Paris School 

of Economics. Researchers from INED’s Economic 
Demography unit play an important role in OSE, 

co-directing the “inequalities and public-sector eco-
nomics” research area and co-organizing regular 
workshops and seminars as well as the Rencontres 
d’Aussois, in which 60 OSE Labex researchers, inclu-
ding 7 from INED, participated in December 2015. 
INED is also heavily involved in an international pro-
ject that will study national transfer accounts by age.

�www.opening-economics.com 
http://ctn.site.ined.fr

The Institut d’études politiques (Sciences Po) pilots 
the Dime-SHS Equipex research consortia, which 
collects and disseminates humanities and social 
science data. INED is implicated in a component of 
this Equipex: conducting short surveys by internet. A 
panel of over 1,000 persons agreed to answer seve-
ral survey questionnaires using a free, connected 
digital tablet. INED is contributing statistics expertise 
for weighting participant responses. 

the communities of universities 
and Institutes (comuEs) 

In compliance with the Law of 22 
July 2013, French higher education 
and research entities located in the 

same geographical area are called upon to form 
Communautés d’universités et d’établissements or 
COMUEs. INED belongs to two new Paris COMUEs, 
and 2015 was an important year for the Institute in 
this respect as both of those partnerships advanced 
from the preliminary stage to definitive official status. 
Université Sorbonne-Paris-Cité (USPC) has 13 members, 
including 8 universities. It covers a wide range of 
disciplines, from the human and social sciences to 
mathematics and health sciences. It is composed of 
10,300 researchers and teacher-researchers working  
in 370 teams. Its charter and by-laws were approved  
by government decree on 30 December 2014.

The HeSam-Université COMUE’s 12 
members give it a strong human and 
social sciences cast but art, architec-

The iPOPs Laboratory of Excellence provides INED 
with financial resources and a particular dynamic. 
The scientific project submitted in 2010 is com-
posed of three segments: developing new research 
projects, forming a network with academics wor-
king on population questions, more fully disse-
minating and promoting our research. We work 
on two major topic areas – family dynamics and 
ageing; social, gender and intergenerational ine-
qualities – from two methodological perspectives: 
life course analysis and international comparative 
methods. And dissemination and communication 
activities (website, newsletter, social media) give 
greater visibility to the findings of researchers at 
INED and our partner institutions and enable us to 
pool our powers of expertise in the aim of establi-
shing partnerships with companies. 

The resources allocated to iPOPs (€ 6 million over 
9 years) have been used first to fund the third wave 
of the French GGS survey (Etude des relations fami-
liales et intergénérationnelles, ERFI). In addition, 
the Labex is funding three-year contracts for 2 to 3 
new PhD students annually, two-year contracts for 
one to two post-docs, 6 to 12-month stays by visi-
ting academics, and 3 to 12-month stays by foreign 
PhD students. It also funds partner institution hos-
ting of post-docs (one every 2 years), “Résodémo” 
training sessions, and scholarships for the European 
Doctoral School of Demography (EDSD), in which 
INED participates, along with 12 other European 
demography centres. Last, the grant is funding two 
joint chairs, one in economics with the Sorbonne’s 
Centre for economics and one in youth demogra-
phics with the University of Bordeaux. 

The mid-programme evaluation was very positive 
– an important outcome for INED. We are now 
trying to ensure continuance of the system, as fun-
ding is currently in place through 2019.

www.ipops.fr

lAUReNT ToUleMoN

INED research director 
in charge of training at iPOPs 
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ture, design, political and government sciences also 
have a presence. This COMUE brings together nearly 
50,000 students. Its charter and by-laws were appro-
ved by government decree on 26 August 2015. 

�www.sorbonne-paris-cite.fr 
www.hesam.eu

the athena alliance

Five “alliances” were created in France 
in 2010 to bring together major 
research actors around such vast topic 
areas as the environment, energy, the 

life and health sciences and digital technology. The 
fifth of them, named Athena, is dedicated to the 
humanities and social sciences. Its members are INED, 
the CNRS, IRD (Institut de recherche sur le dévelop-
pement), the Conférence des présidents d’université, 
the Conférence des grandes écoles, the Institut de 
recherché sur l’agriculture (INRA), le Commissariat à 
l'énergie atomique, and the Fondation nationale des 
maisons des sciences de l’homme. 

Together they reflect on what the future of the 
human and social sciences should be, how they 
should be organized, and on the major topic areas 
that should structure calls for projects, the basis for 
many research grants. The Alliance formulates pro-
posals for national research strategy and defends the 
humanities and social sciences in French research.

www.allianceathena.fr

Scientific and scholarly societies

The old-fashioned term “scholarly society” dates 
back to the Ancien Régime but these associations are 
actually very modern. Demographers and all popu-
lation sciences researchers need structures that will 
enable them to meet, maintain ties and keep abreast 
of events and advances in their particular research 
field. Demographer associations play a crucial role 
(see pp. 42-43). Without them, for example, fertility 

specialists would never have time to converse with 
migration or cause-of-death specialists. 

INED’s position in demography research is central, 
and this leads it to develop numerous partnerships 
of many kinds. Among its many memberships, the 
Institute belongs to the “Longevity and ageing” 
research cluster, the “Institut du genre” scientific 
interest group, and is represented on the board of 
the ARDIS research alliance on discrimination and 
the Collège international des sciences du territoire 
(CIST).

�http://gdr.site.ined.fr 
http://institut-du-genre.fr

Informal ties

Work partnerships between INED researchers and 
researchers from other institutions are not restricted 
to institutional frameworks. The 60 colleagues from 
abroad hosted every year at INED for varying lengths 
of time, and the co-authoring of scientific publica-
tions (one in five is written together with a foreign 
researcher) show the vitality and diversity of INED 
members’ ties in France and abroad. 
In 2015, 61 French and 129 foreign academics took 
part in 30 INED key research projects. Not all belong 
to institutions with formal ties to INED – far from it.

Every year InED hosts several young researchers 
who are either working on their PhD thesis or 
have recently completed it. they train at InED by 
participating directly in Institute projects. 

hoStINg 
youNg 
reSearcherS
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of the social sciences in the activity of the International 
Labour Office of Geneva from 1920 to 1939. 
In demography, TATiANA eReMeNKo studied the 
trajectories of children of migrants to France. 
In economics, MANoN gARRoUSTe studied the 
resources implicated in strong academic performance. 
In sociology, MAUD leSNé studied perception and 
measurement of racist and sexist discrimination.
In history, TeSSA MURPhy studied the colonization of 
the Lesser Antilles from 1730-1790 (thesis defended 
at the University of Chicago).
In sociology, vAleNTiNe TRéPieD studied dependent 
older persons living in care institutions. 

a harvest of awards

Three young researchers hosted at INED while wor-
king on their thesis received awards in 2015.

MAThieU iChoU: European Consortium for 
Sociological Research Prize for Best PhD Thesis for his 
thesis on the origins of academic inequalities.
ClAiRe ThiBoUT: Prix Richelieu of the Chancellerie 
des Universités de Paris for her thesis on gender ste-
reotypes, defended in 2014.
eRiK viKSTRöM: Maria Ioannis Baganha Dissertation 
Award for his thesis on immigration and integration.

Few new PhDs immediately obtain a permanent 
research position. INED also recruits young resear-
chers on post-doctoral contracts of at least one year 
(see box p. 50). Post-docs too are integrated into a 
research team. Some use the occasion to work on 
one of INED’s renowned major surveys (see p. 31), 
helping to design a complex questionnaire or trai-
ning in data analysis. 

tribute to valeria solesin

Valeria Solesin, a fourth-year PhD student in demo-
graphy at Université Paris 1, hosted at INED, was 
killed in the 13 November 2015 attacks in Paris. Her 
thesis was to be a comparative study of couples who 
choose to have a second child in Italy and France. 
In memory and tribute to Valeria Solesin, the jour-
nal Population & Societies translated and published 
an article she had written on this question in 2013 
(included in P&S, 528). Before her death in 2015 she 
had taken part in several highly reputed and selec-
tive conferences: the conference of the Association 
française de sociologie and the Giornate di Studio 
sulla Populazione (Popdays) in Palermo. Her friends 
at INED have written a text in her honour, accessible 
online.

www.ined.fr/fr/valeria-solesin/  
www.ined.fr/fr/publications/population-et-societes/
chomage-retarde-arrivee-premier-enfant-france/
 

InED has strong ties with 
universities and their phD students

Accompanying young researchers is one of the 
Institute’s official missions: “training in research 
through research”. In fact this mission is carried out 
before the PhD level: half of INED researchers and 
technicians teach, most at the university level, and in 
2015 they taught a total of 2000 hours. INED main-
tains strong ties between its research and students 
working at all levels. Some students train initially at 
the Master’s level – during INED internships, for exa-
mple. PhD students participate fully in INED research 
by way of a specific paid contract while continuing to 
enrol at their university. 

Approximately 30 PhD students are supervised by 
INED researchers at their universities; 40 others are 
selected for hosting at the Institute. They are given 
an office, take training programmes (in statistics, for 
example), choose an INED mentor, are integrated 
into a research team relevant to their thesis topic 
and participate in its discussions. They take specially 
designed INED workshops and every year at a PhD 
research day several of them present their thesis in 
progress and receive feedback from an experienced 
researcher.  

http://www.ined.fr/fr/publications/
document-travail/actes-journeedoctorale-ined--2015/

a generation of young phDs

In 2015, no fewer than 9 students hosted at INED 
defended their thesis and obtained the title of Doctor. 
In demography, vAleNTiNe BeCqUeT studied gen-
der inequalities in Vietnam, which result in a skewed 
sex ratio: the birth of many more boys than girls.
In sociology, MilAN BoUCheT-vAlAT studied the 
probability of finding an intimate partner within one’s 
own social milieu, showing that women increasingly 
hold a higher degree than their male partner. 
In socio-economics, gWeNDoliNe DeBéThUNe stu-
died how micro-loans liberate women in China. 
In history, MARiNe DheRMy-MAiRAl studied the role 

What does your Post-doctoraL 
contract at ined consist in?
I was recruited on a post-doctoral contract at 
INED to work on the TEMPER (Temporary versus 
Permanent Migration) project. One of the project’s 
research areas requires setting up and conducting 
a survey on return migration to Senegal, and a 
post-doc position announcement was published 
to find someone who could set up the survey and 
monitor it in the field. I applied for the position in 
late 2014, shortly after defending my thesis at the 
University of Bristol, and after submitting exam-
ples of my research work, an account in French 
and English on the project topic, and an interview 
with the researcher-recruiter I was chosen for the 
position. My contract went into effect February 
2015 and was initially scheduled to run one year 
but it’s been extended two additional years. I’m 
working to set up and implement a field survey on 
return migration to Senegal. The same survey will 
be conducted in Argentina, Ukraine and Romania, 
making comparative analysis possible. I’m also 
working to build upon my thesis on Moroccan 
women who “stay home” when the men in their 
family emigrate.

What PLace do Post-docs have at 
ined?
Post-docs have the same rights and privileges 
as other researchers on contract at INED. We’re 
asked to participate actively in scientific life at the 
Institute, notably in the research units we’ve been 
recruited to work in, where we also have opportu-
nities to present our research. And we have access 
to INED training courses. In addition to activities 
related to the project we were recruited to work 
on, post-doc researchers can spend 20% of their 
time on personal projects (publications derived 
from their PhD thesis, other research, applications, 
etc.). Those are the specificities of post-doc status. 
I am also eligible for funding to participate in a 
conference where I can present my own research.

AUDRey leNoël

Post-doc at INED 
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goverNaNce 
aND orgaNIzatIoN
assessment of the 2011-2015 
contract of objectives

Chantal Cases, INED director from 
2009 to 2015

What major projects were launched 
during this contract period?
Surveys were designed and original 

data collected on several of the major demographic 
topic areas: health and mortality, the family, interge-
nerational relations, ageing and migrations. Many new 
collaborative projects got under way, and studies were 
conducted in the overseas départements and territo-
ries, Europe, North America, sub-Saharan Africa, Asia 
and North Africa.
Through INED’s iPOPs Labex we’ve begun to imple-
ment a wider policy for hosting teacher-researchers on 
secondment and PhD students.
This has reinforced our partnerships with universi-
ties, partnerships that should be further intensified by 
INED’s upcoming move to Campus Condorcet, which 
will bring together several major universities and pro-
fessional schools as well as mixed CNRS teams and 
the Fondation de la Maison des Sciences de l’Homme 
(FMSH) on the same premises as the vast new library 
and documentation centre (GEC). 
Last, INED is now an integral member of two COMUEs: 
Université Sorbonne-Paris-Cité and HeSam (Hautes 
Études Sorbonne Arts et Métiers).

and what have been the major 
developments within the institute? 
Internal changes have of course been made to improve 
organization. Some of our support services were reor-
ganized; a steering support service was set up. And in 
2013 we opened a Communications Department and 
began working on a new overarching programme for 
coordinating our information systems to ensure the 
consistency of management information and scientific 

activity tracking. The International Affairs Department 
was extended to cover all partnerships, and a platform 
for collecting external responses to call for projects 
was developed. We also established an independent 
ethics committee. 

ined and its research teams were evaluated during 
the period by the aeres (research and higher educa-
tion evaluation agency) and the hceres (high council 
for researcher and higher education evaluation). What 
were the results?
The evaluations, respectively of our research teams 
and the Institute as a whole, were highly positive, 
and the evaluation committee recommendations will 
be very helpful for our continued progress. INED has 
been qualified as an institution of “excellence” for its 
research policy, support infrastructures, and accompli-
shments. The reports qualify the Institute’s academic 
stature and influence and those of many of its resear-
chers as “indisputable” and highlight the “degree to 
which information and acquired knowledge is trans-
mitted – restored –, to society at large”.
The definitive report also notes as strong points our 
partnership strategies, capacity to answer calls for 
proposals, production of major surveys, expert advi-
sor activities, and our promotion and dissemination of 
research.

the major components of the contract 

•  To support research of excellence in population 
sciences

•  To intensify the Institute’s university partnerships 
and researcher mobility

•  To organize the Institute so as to meet new challen-
ges to research 

•  To create the conditions that will enable Institute 
research support services to provide greater, more 
efficient assistance to the teams.

board of administration
In addition to approving the INED budget, the Board 
of Administration ensures that the Institute’s activities 
are consistent with the two documents prepared by the 
supervisory authorities and approved by INED: Strategic 
Orientations and the Contract of Objectives. The Board is 
also consulted on strategy issues concerning the Institute. 
On 31 May 2016, it was composed as follows:

De jure members
Interim Chair: Patrice Duran, ENS Cachan
• Frank Von Lennep, Director of Research, Studies, 
Evaluation, and Statistics (DREES), Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Health
• Jean-Louis Lheritier (alternate), Head of Department at 
DREES, Ministry of Social Affairs and Health
• Romain Roussel, Assistant Head of Sub-Directorate for 
Overviews, Economic Studies and Evaluation, Ministry of 
Social Affairs and Health
• Valérie Ulrich (alternate), Project Manager at MIRE, 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health
• Jacques Dubucs, Vice-Chair, Scientific Head, 
Humanities and Social Sciences, at the Directorate-
General for Research and Innovation, Ministry in charge 
of Higher Education and Research
• Benoît Debosque (alternate), Head of Department at 
Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, Ministry 
in charge of Higher Education and Research
• Pierre-Antoine Molina, Director-General of Foreigners 
in France, Ministry of the Interior
• Marie-Hélène Amiel (alternate), Head of Department 
of Statistics, Studies and Documentation, Ministry of the 
Interior
• Isabelle Kabla-Langlois, Sub-Directorate for Information 
and Statistics Systems, Directorate-General for Higher 
Education and Labour-Market Integration, Ministry of 
Higher Education and Research
• Marc Filser (alternate), scientific advisor at the 
Directorate-General for Higher Education and Labour-
Market Integration, Ministry of Higher Education and 
Research
• Jean-Luc Tavernier, Director-General, National Institute 
of Statistics and Economic Studies (INSEE)
• Sylvie Lagarde (alternate), Director, Methodology and 
statistical and international coordination, INSEE
• Jean-Philippe Vinquant, Head, Directorate-General for 
Social Cohesion, Ministry of Social Affairs and Health

• Isabelle Grimault (alternate), Sub-Directorate for 
Childhood and the Family, Ministry of Social Affairs and 
Health 

Representatives of users of INED research (unions, 
professional organizations and associations) 
• Patrick Doutreligne, President, Interfederation Union of 
Private Health and Social Work Organizations (UNIOPSS)
• Valérie Lamoot, Advisor on Union Activities, General 
Confederation of Labour (CGT)
• Guillemette Leneveu, Director-General, National Union 
of Family Associations 
One appointment yet to be made 

Members chosen for their expertise in population 
studies and related disciplines 
• Philippe Askenazy, research director at CNRS-Paris 
School of Economics
• Olivier Galland, director, Groupe d’Études des 
Méthodes de l’Analyse Sociologique de la Sorbonne 
(GEMASS) 
• Sylvie Lambert, research director, National Institute for 
Agricultural Research (INRA), professor at the Paris School 
of Economics

Staff representatives
• Isabelle Attané (SNTRS-CGT)
• Catherine Guével (CFDT)
• Yann Périn (SNTRS-CGT)
• Laurent Toulemon (CFDT)
• Karine Wigdorowicz (CFDT)

Scientific Council
The Scientific Council evaluates INED's scientific 
orientations and issues a consultative opinion on the 
Institute's policies and any other matter related to scien-
tific activities, as well as on the profiles of applicants for 
researcher positions. It is made up of four groups of 
members: scientific experts, some of whom are from 
outside France; elected staff representatives; repre-
sentatives of research and statistical organisations; and 
users of INED research. On 31 May 2016 the Scientific 
Council was composed as follows:

Appointed members
Chair: Gustavo de Santis, University of Florence
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• Hania Zlotnik, Vice-Chair, former director, UN 
Population Division
• Christophe Bergouignan, professor of demography, 
University of Bordeaux
• Laura Bernardi, professor of sociology and demo-
graphy, University of Lausanne
• Anna Cabré, professor of human geography, 
Autonomous University of Barcelona
• Pierre Chauvin, research director, INSERM
• Agnès Gramain, professor of economics, Université 
Paris I 
• Koffi N’Guessan, director, Institut national polytech-
nique Félix Houphouët-Boigny, Yamassoukro, Ivory 
Coast

Members representing research 
and statistical organizations
• Patrick Aubert, Sub-Directorate, Observatory of 
Solidarity, DREES
• Hervé Bouhol, senior economist, OECD
• Paul Dourgnon, research director, Institute for 
Research and Information in Health Economics 
(IRDES)
• Marie Reynaud, Head, Demographic Studies Unit, 
INSEE

Members representing users of INED research
• Cédric Afsa, Head, Sub-Directorate for Statistical 
Reports, Directorate of Evaluation, Prospective 
Studies and Performance, Ministry of Higher 
Education and Research
• Pascale Breuil-Genier, Head, Statistics, Prospective 
Studies and Research, National Pension Fund (CNAV)
• Sandrine Dauphin, Department for Research 
Activities, National Family Allowance Fund (CNAF)
• Lucie Gonzales, economist and statistician, 
Secretariat-General, High Council on the Family

Members elected by INED staff
• Catherine Daurèle, research support officer
• Géraldine Duthé, researcher
• Elisabeth Morand, senior research support officer
• Arnaud Régnier-Loilier, researcher
• Christine Théré, research director

Evaluation committee
To evaluate researchers, INED’s Evaluation Committee, 

composed of equal numbers of external and internal 
experts, evaluates researchers and screens researcher 
candidates for recruitment and promotion.

Appointed members
Chair: Richard Marcoux, Head, Demographic and 
Statistical Observatory of French-Speaking Regions, 
Laval University, Quebec.
• George Alter, Director, Inter-University Consortium 
for Political and Social Research, University of Michigan 
• Jérôme Bourdieu, research director, INRA-PSE
• Catherine Gourbin, professor, Catholic University of 
Louvain 
• Catherine Le Galès, research director, INSERM
• Virginie De Luca Barusse, professor, Université Paris  I 

Elected members
• Isabelle Attané, research director
• Carole Bonnet, researcher
• Catherine Bonvalet, research director
• Élise de La Rochebrochard, research director
• Lionel Kesztenbaum, researcher
• Éva Lelièvre, research director

Ethics committee

INED staff members
• Gil Bellis, researcher
• Michel Bozon, research director
• Stéphane Legleye, head of Surveys and Opinion 
Polls Department
• Claude-Valentin Marie, advisor on international 
migrations and France’s overseas départements and 
territories
• Sophie Pennec, research director
• Xavier Thierry, researcher

Outside members
• Janine Barbot, CNRS
• Hélène Bretin, Université Paris 13
• Jean-Pierre Le Gléau, INSEE
• Godeliève Masuy-Stroobant, Catholic University of 
Louvain
• Mireille Razafindrakoto, Institut de Recherche sur le 
Développement (IRD)
• Dominique Thouvenin, École des Hautes Études en 
Santé Publique (EHESP) 

geNeRAl SeCReTARiAT

Budget 
Marc girard
Human resources
Marc Szuszkin
Facilities, Logistics, Health and 
Safety
David Chaussé
Legal
Nancy grynszpan
Managment Control
Alice Nguyen
Career development counsellor
géraldine Bonnassie

orGanization chart 
on 31 May 2016

ReSeARCh TeAMS

Fertility, Family and Sexuality 
laurent Toulemon
Demography, Gender and Society 
Christelle hamel and Wilfried 
Rault
Mortality, Health and Epidemiology 
Aline Desesquelles and Sophie 
le Coeur
Mobility, Housing and Social 
Networks 
eva lelièvre
International Migrations and 
Minorities 
Cris Beauchemin
Economic Demography 
Carole Bonnet and Benoit 
Rapoport
History and Populations: 
Christine Théré and lionel 
Kesztenbaum
Identities and Territories 
france guérin-Pace
Demography of Southern popula-
tions 
véronique hertrich and 
geraldine Duthe
Joint research unit INED-INSERM-
EFS :  Elfe Child Cohort Study ERL 
INED-INSERM-PARIS Xl-UVSQ: 
Epidemiology, Demography and 
Social Sciences 
elise de la Rochebrochard and 
virginie Ringa
Life-event History and Multilevel 
Analysis Research Group:  
eva lelièvre
International perspectives 
Research Group : 
géraldine Duthé and lidia 
Panico
Old Age and Ageing Research 
Group 
Joëlle gaymu

eDiToRiAl BoARDS

Population
olivia Samuel, Anne Solaz, 
laurent Toulemon
Population and Societies
gilles Pison
INED Collections
Jean-Marc Rohrbasser
Website
Marion leturcq

DiReCToR'S offiCe, SUPPoRT 

Services, Delegations 
International Affairs
William Molmy
Communication
Mathilde Charpentier
IT and Information Systems
yann Périn
Surveys
gwennaëlle Brilhault
Statistical Methods
Arnaud Bringé
Library, Documentation and 
Research Archives
françois-xavier Pelegrin
Publications
Agnès Belbezet
Doctoral and post-doctoral affairs
france guérin-Pace
"Les lundis de l'Ined" Seminar
Delphine Rémillon

ACCoUNTS AND fiNANCe

Nicole Théodose

sEcrétaIrE généralE 
murIEl pocharD

consEIl scIEntIfIquE
présIDEnt : gustavo DE santIs

commIssIon D'évaluatIon
présIDEnt : rIcharD marcouX

DIrEctrIcE
magDa tomasInI

DIrEctrIcE DéléguéE à la rEchErchE 
arIanE paIlhé

consEIl D'aDmInIstratIon
présIDEnt : patrIcE Duran
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250
staff

47 %
in a language 
other than french



52
tenured 
researchers



scientific publications 
and papers

700

11
research units, including 
two joint ones

40
phd students hosted

4 research support services

63
researchers froM 
abroad hosted

20.4
Million spent in 2015
€

101
perManent 
adMinistrative staff 
and technicians

40
associate 

researchers

self financed

€
1/4of which
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