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Excess male mortality by age

Reading the graph

Age-specific excess male mortality in France since 1820 This graph shows the excess mortality
357 M / F mortality ratio Period of males with respect to females in
France over the last 200 years.
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301 = ==1900-1904 Excess male mortality is measured as
1950-1954 the male/female ratio of the probability
2,5 1 1990-1994 of dying at a given age, for different
e—1000-2004 groups of years from the early 19th
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For each age x, the five-year
probabilities of dying between age x
and age x+5 are used. For age 0 the
male/female ratio is based on the
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Graph of the month n°14, Ined (www.ined.fr) mortality between ages 1 and 5 years.

The female advantage has increased over the last two centuries, but is now starting to narrow

Around 1820, life expectancy was 39 years for women and 38 years for men. Infant mortality was 30% higher
for boys than for girls, while female mortality overtook that of males between ages 5 and 18 and at reproductive
ages.

From 1860, mortality started falling, faster for females than for males, and the life expectancy gap between men
and women began to widen. In 1900, excess female mortality was still observed at young ages, and male
excess mortality was higher at age 50 than during the first year of life. During the 20th century, male excess
mortality became more pronounced, first at later ages and then at around age 20. In the early 1990s, the male
probability of dying between ages 15 and 70 was 2.5 times higher than that of women of the same age, with the
male/female mortality ratio reaching 3.3 at ages 20-25.

Since the mid 1990s, male excess mortality has been decreasing in France and in most industrialized countries.

Vallin J., Meslé F., 2001, Tables de mortalité francaises pour les XIX° et XX° siécles et projections pour le XXI° siécle,
http://www.ined.fr/en/resources documentation/publications/statistical datas/bdd/publication/110/.

The curve for 2000-2004 is based on data published by INSEE in Situation démographique en 2001 et en 2005 :
http://www.insee.fr/en/ffc/ficdoc _frame.asp?doc id=1075&analyse=1&path=/fr/ffc/docs ffc/irsoc018.pdf
http://www.insee.fr/en/ffc/ficdoc_frame.asp?doc id=2041&analyse=1&path=/fr/ppp/ir/sd2005/synt/synthese.htm

Pison G., 2005, « France 2004: Life expectancy tops 80 years», Population and Societies, 410.

Meslé F. , 2004, « Life expectancy : a female advantage under threat ?», Population and Societies, 402.

Vallin J., 2002, « Mortalité, sexe et genre », in Caselli G., Wunsch G., Vallin J. (éd.), Démographie : analyse et synthese. Ill.
Les déterminants de la mortalité, p. 319-350, Paris, INED.

Understanding length of life (Animation)

How do we measure life expectancy? (Animation)

Life expectancy in France (Graph of the month)
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