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Like the CNRS (France’s National centre for scientific research), 
INSERM (National institute for health and research), INRA (National 
agronomic research institute) and the IRD (Institute for research on 
development), the French Institute for Demographic Studies, or 
INED, is a public scientific and technological establishment (EPST). 
Administratively attached to both the research and social affairs 
ministries, INED fosters exchanges between a wide range of different 
human and social science disciplines, conducts numerous European 
and international research projects, and develops partnerships with 
universities, other top training institutions, and research organizations 
in France and abroad. 

Analysis of demographic phenomena is dynamic and constantly 
being renewed: new themes are studied, new sources used, new 
methods developed. 
INED’s multidisciplinary approach is the key to attaining better 
understanding of populations and societies. 

With its 54 tenured researchers, 45 associated researchers, 
approximately 40 doctoral students, and over 60 non-French 
researchers hosted annually, INED is the largest European institute 
in the field and constitutes a massive potential for research in 
demography sciences. 

INED: A QUANTITATIVE, CRITICAL, 
AND QUALITATIVE APPROACH TO 
DEMOGRAPHY QUESTIONS
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WHAT IS INED?
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THE CHAIR’S MESSAGE 
Jean-Richard Cytermann 
Chair, INED Board of Administration

The quality of INED’s scientific activities and expertise has long been recognized in both France and the rest 
of the world. Institute researchers provide training abroad, particularly in Global South countries, develop 
cooperation activities, and create new partnerships that are rewarding for the Institute.
In 2017, we signed or renewed agreements with the CNRS, the Duke University Population Research Institute 
in the US, the Australian National University School of Demography, the University of Bari in Italy, and the 
University of Montreal in Canada. A mixed INED-University of Bordeaux chair was created, and a project 
presented by INED and the University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne for setting up a graduate school for 
research was selected for national funding. 
INED also joined the European Consortium for Sociological Research. The high quality of Institute research 
was recognized and is symbolized by former INED director François Héran’s election to the prestigious 
Collège de France. 
INED is a major actor in European population sciences research. It encourages its researchers to submit grant 
proposals for EU-funded projects and supports researchers who candidate for European Research Council 
programmes. The Institute constantly participates in European calls for project proposals. In 2017, two new 
projects that INED is participating in were selected for European Union funding: Global Age Patterns of 
Under-Five Mortality and Cross Migration. 
The Institute knows how to adapt and modernize. As early as September 2017, the Human Resources 
department had set up RIFSEEP, the new allowance system for civil servants that is designed to take into 
account official duties, hardships, expertise, and professional dedication. The shift to new public-sector 
budget and accounting management systems came off smoothly thanks to the dedication of the information, 
budget, and management support departments working together with the accounting department. 
In all these actions and at both the national and international scales, INED has managed to preserve its 
specificities while continuing to furnish the conditions necessary for promoting its research and maintaining 
its excellence. 
The move to Campus Condorcet in 2019 should reinforce those effects. The Campus, whose new statutes 
were approved by the INED Board of Administration and published by official ordinance in 2017, will offer 
services that can only enhance the reputation and influence of the Institute and population sciences while 
facilitating partnership agreements with other on-Campus institutional actors. The Condorcet conference 
centre will be used for major scientific assemblies, while the interdisciplinary project centre will foster 
exchanges with researchers from across the world and the development of new international projects.
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EDITORIAL

2017 was a particularly event-filled year and attests to the vitality of activity at INED. Seven major new research 
projects were developed or launched on subjects as varied as gender across the life cycle; migration, integration, 
and anti-discrimination policies; and sexual and reproductive health at different ages. New surveys were designed 
or got under way, covering new or sensitive topics such as relations between neighbours, medically assisted 
reproduction use, and homeless people in semi-rural areas. Research studies on France’s overseas departments 
(départements) and territories also progressed, as attested by publication of the first findings from the Migration, 
Family, and Ageing survey in the French department of Mayotte, in the Indian Ocean, the start of new segments 
of the Virage (Violence and Gender) and End-of-Life surveys focused exclusively on the overseas departments, 
or DOMs. 
Meanwhile, INED research teams prepared themselves to process and analyse newly accessible health data made 
available by the the National Health Data System (SNDS), and the Institute’s research support services continued 
to innovate in matters of data collection and big-data processing. 
Much research was diffused and promoted in 2017, via publications, training programmes, conference papers 
– notably at the International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP) conference in Cape Town – 
and activities for the general public. Studies aiming to transfer knowledge to private-sector companies were 
also pursued, reflecting INED’s determination to develop a research promotion policy directly in tune with the 
concerns of today’s society. 
All of the above-mentioned activities work to enhance INED’s reputation and influence. The excellence of work 
done at the Institute was once more rewarded in 2017: the INED library was awarded the CollEx distinction for the 
excellence of its collections, and the REDPOP Graduate School of Population Studies project, promoted jointly 
by INED and the University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, was selected to receive funding from the Investments 
in the Future programme for the development of graduate research schools. 
Taken together, these actions and projects are also working to prepare INED for the future. In March 2017, 
the Institute signed its Objectives and performance contract with the state, an agreement that will structure its 
activities in the coming years. But 2018 will also be important, as two new projects that will have a lasting impact 
life at INED are carried out: preparation for INED’s physical move to the Campus Condorcet and the evaluation 
by HCÉRES (High council for the evaluation of research and higher education) of the Institute’s scientific activity 
and overall operation.

THE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
Magda Tomasini
Director, French Institute for Demographic Studies
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JANUARY APRILFEBRUARY MAY

MARCH 10

Presentation of 
first findings of the 
Mayotte segment 
of INED-INSEE’s 
Migrations, Families, 
and Ageing survey 

24 MARS

INED’s Objectives 
and performance 
contract signed 
by the Research 
and Social Affairs 
Ministries

JANUARY 18

Korean Minister 
for Social Affairs 
and Health Mr 
Chin-Yub Chung 
received at INED 

FEBRUARY 28

The Young Author 
Prize of the journal 
Population awarded 
to Bruno Yempabou 
Lankoande and Ali 
Sié 

APRIL 25

Joint INED-
University of Leiden 
publication of the 
LawsAndFamilies 
database on legal 
recognition of 
same-sex couples in 
Europe

MARCH 13

First scientific 
meeting on the 
ELFE cohort study

MAY 11-12

International 
French Agency for 
Development (AFD) 
and INED conference 
entitled “The demo-
graphic dividend 
and fertility trends in 
sub-Saharan Africa”

MARCH
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OCTOBER NOVEMBERSEPTEMBERJUNE

SEPTEMBER 5

Publication of 
Manuel pratique 
d’analyse 
multiniveau

OCTOBER 18

Opening at 
the Invalides of 
the exhibition 
1917 Becomes  
Revolution, 
coordinated by 
INED’s Alain Blum

DECEMBER 18

The INED 
library awarded 
the CollEx 
“Collections 
of excellence 
for research” 
distinction

DÉCEMBER 18–19

Conference “Gender 
and contraception: 
what kind of (r)
evolutions?”, 
organized by INED’s 
Contraception&Genre 
Junior Lab to mark the 
50th anniversary of the 
Neuwirth law legalizing 
contraception in 
France 

DECEMBER 19

Publication of 
findings from a 
survey of 2,500 
inhabitants of the 
Île-de-France region 
on perceptions 
and experiences 
of discrimination, 
conducted by 
the Regional 
Observatory of 
Discrimination, 
INED, and Ipsos 

NOVEMBER 14

The Festival of 
Ideas-University 
Sorbonne Paris 
Cité – “Love of 
risk” conference 
held at INED, 
with Institute 
researchers 
Mathieu 
Trachman and 
Anne Lambert 
on “Bandes 
dessinées: a 
high-risk means 
of transmitting 
knowledge?” 

OCTOBER 29 TO 
NOVEMBER 4

International IUSSP 
conference in Cape 
Town

OCTOBER 24

The Graduate 
School for 
Population Studies 
project awarded 
Investments for the 
Future funding

JUNE 14

Signing of a 
partnership agree-
ment between 
INED and the Duke 
Global Health 
Institute

JUNE 29

Closing OTMA 
(Observatory 
of change in 
Arab countries) 
conference, “2011 
in the Arab world: 
a phase, a turning 
point, a fracture?” 
organized by 
INED and IRD

DECEMBER
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Scientific activity at INED is structured around five axes that determine 
its research priorities: renewing analysis of demographic phenomena, 
attaining better understanding of individual life trajectories, studying 

interactions between actors and public policies, developing studies on 
population movement, and renewing methods and approaches. 

Demography and chronic disorders  p. 11

From couple formation to parenthood p. 19

Public policies for children and adolescents p. 27

Residential mobility and neighbourhood life p. 33

Methodological renewal p. 39

RESEARCH 
IN 2017 
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RENEWING ANALYSIS OF DEMOGRAPHIC PHENOMENA

DEMOGRAPHY AND 
CHRONIC DISORDERS

RESEARCH IN 2017
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Major demographic phenomena such as 
fertility, mortality, migration, and demographic 
structures, as well as how they evolve over time 
and differ over space, are at the centre of the 
Institute’s research concerns. 
The study of demographic change and trends 
as they relate to major social transformations 
provides precious information for public 
decision-makers. In addition to studies based 
on analysis of long demographic series, 
which enable researchers to follow change 
in phenomena over time, and international 
comparisons, INED works to renew its 
approach to demographic phenomena: to 
acquire more detailed knowledge of certain 
population categories (LGBT, for example), 
behaviours that undermine social cohesion 
(gender violence, for example), certain 
geographical areas such as France’s overseas 
departments and territories, and particular 
issues related to environmental changes. 

Far from being immobile, analysis of 
demographic phenomena is constantly being 
renewed through new topic areas, new 
sources, and new methods. In this way, INED 
researchers’ analyses are continually coming to 
grips with society as it evolves. For example, 
INED studies of chronic disorders and diseases 
(the leading cause of mortality worldwide) 
greatly advance our knowledge.

Chronic disorders, the leading cause 
of mortality worldwide  
Chronic disorders such as cardiovascular 
disease, diabetes, and others are the 
leading cause of mortality worldwide. 
Progress in treating such diseases as 
cancer, HIV infection, and genetic disorders 
have improved survival rates but thereby 
turned these diseases into chronic ones. 

Meanwhile, with demographic ageing we are 
seeing an increase in the number of people 
with neurodegenerative diseases such as 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s – another aspect 
of this epidemiological revolution. 

Developed countries are not the only ones 
affected. The weight of chronic diseases 
is increasing in countries with lower life 
expectancy levels because of the adoption of 
behaviours known to be risk factors for such 
diseases, including smoking and high fat and 
sugar intake. Throughout the world, the future 
of life expectancy, to which researchers at 
INED have long been attentive, will therefore 
greatly depend on chronic disorder prevention 
and treatment. Research has focused on how 
mortality is evolving in connection with these 
diseases and on geographic disparities. The 
validity of the health transition theory, which 
predicted a fall not only in infectious diseases 
(the epidemiological transition) but also in 
mortality linked to “degenerative diseases 
and human behaviours”, is now in question. 
INED research also covers risk factors for these 
diseases (smoking, obesity, etc.) and social and 
gender inequalities in their prevalence and the 
mortality they induce. 

Major demographic phenomena such as fertility, mortality, migration, and 
demographic structures, as well as how they evolve over time and differ over 
space, are at the centre of the Institute’s research concerns. 



Main research findings 

SMOKING: AN ADAPTATION 
AND ANTICIPATION  

PROCESS THAT VARIES  
BY FAMILY LIFE SITUATION

Transitions from one family situation to 
another impact health behaviours. In 
the case of smoking, they bring about 
either permanent or temporary changes, 

detectable well before and sometimes after 
changes in family arrangements. 
To demonstrate this, the researchers moved 
beyond the traditional analytic strategy, 
which takes into account only the immediate 
effects of life events and family situation, 
diverting attention from the real moment 
at which smoking behaviour changes. 
Instead, they measured the mechanisms of 
anticipation and adaptation at work over 
the life cycle, thereby bringing to light all 
the processes involved in tobacco addiction. 
They found that few men or women 
become smokers after forming a couple and 
observed an immediate increase in quitting 
among people who were already smokers. 
While the birth of a child is associated 
with an immediate rise in quitting rates for 
both parents, mothers-to-be quit earlier, in 
anticipation – as early as two years before 
the birth. Meanwhile, individuals are more 
likely to become smokers during periods 

of separation, with differences by sex: 
women start smoking from as early as two 
years before the separation, while men start 
smoking at the moment of separation. 

Damien Bricard, Stéphane Legleye, 
Myriam Khlat, 2017, “Changes in smoking 
behaviour over family transitions: Evidence 
for anticipation and adaptation effects”, 
International Journal of Environmental 
Research and Public Health, 14 (6), 
pp. 1–10. 

ADULT MORTALITY 
IN COUNTRIES WITH 

HIGH AIDS PREVALENCE

We know relatively l itt le about adult 
mortality in Africa because many deaths are 
not formally reported or registered. 
In countries with high HIV prevalence, adult 
mortality rates are extremely sensitive to 

14
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estimates of the number of deaths due to 
AIDS. In this article, researchers compared 
UN AIDS programme estimates with mortality 
measures deduced from local censuses and 
demographic and health surveys that provide 
information on sibling survival. 
They also compared proportions of orphans 
(defined as children who have lost either 
one or two of their parents) as determined 
by UN AIDS models with survey and census 
data. UN AIDS estimates were significantly 
higher than survey-based ones, except for 
men in high-prevalence counties. However, 
excess adult male mortality was higher 
in the surveys. Considerable differences 
between sources were also found for age 
distributions of AIDS-related mortality. 
Epidemiological models generate higher 
proportions of orphans than those found in 
surveys or censuses, with the exception of 
children who have lost their father in high-

prevalence countries. Altogether, these gaps 
and differences in adult mortality by sex and 
age pattern between empirical estimates 
and UN AIDS Programme estimates should 
lead to conducting more research studies on 
survey data quality and developing different 
estimation methods.

Bruno Masquelier, Jeffrey W. Eaton, Patrick 
Gerland, François Pelletier, Kennedy K. 
Mutai, 2017, “Age patterns and sex ratios 
of adult mortality in countries with high 
HIV prevalence”, AIDS, 31 (Supplement), 
pp. S77–S85.  

DISORDERS IN SOCIAL  
RELATIONSHIPS: THE CASE  

OF ANOREXIA AND BULIMIA

Anorexia nervosa and bulimia are rare 
pathologies that involve several other 

tensions and morbidities: poor relations with 
parents, violence and threats, poor mental 
health, etc. They are serious pathologies 
with potentially lethal consequences that 
particularly affect young women of middle- 
and upper-class social background. These 
three characteristics – female, young, from 
a privileged background – are atypical 
determinants of social inequalities in health. 
They reveal tensions in which gender-
differentiated social relations are of greater 
significance than social class, though the 
effect of class does not disappear. 
Given that corpulence and the control 
thereof are major issues for women, 
they become criteria of social distinction 
between them while exposing them to both 
“excessive” control – anorexia – and its 
opposite: bulimia. 
But the quest for slimness also works to 
sustain a representation of women as 

16



“fragile”, physically weaker than men, 
implying a “natural inability” to perform 
certain tasks, the “need” to protect them, 
or, on the contrary, the “possibility” of 
dominating them physically. Being thin 
is therefore also an instrument by which 
men dominate women – women who are 
in turn constrained, explicitly or not, to 
fashion their bodies to comply with male 
desire. Associated simultaneously with 
dominated positions (young women) and 
dominant ones (women from the upper 
class), eating disorders therefore imply a 
strong contradiction for women located at 
the intersection of such social relations. 

Claire Scodellaro, Jean-Louis Pan Ké Shon, 
Stéphane Legleye, 2017, “Disorders in social 
relationships: The case of anorexia and buli-
mia”, Revue Française de Sociologie, 58, 
7–40.

17
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OBESITY-RELATED CAUSES OF DEATH

This article draws on analysis of death 
certificates of people aged 50 to 89 that 
mention of obesity in three countries (France, 
Italy, and the United States) with different 
obesity prevalence levels. The disorder was 
found to be the underlying cause of death 
only in 20% of cases. Mortality rates, whether 
measured from underlying cause or all causes 
mentioned on the certificates, are higher in 
the United States than in France or Italy. 
Obesity-related causes are similar for the 
three countries. In addition to strong links 
to cardiovascular disease, diabetes, and a 
number of liver diseases, several less familiar 
associations were identified, including 
infectious diseases, smoking, and depression.  

Magali Barbieri, Aline Désesquelles, Viviana 
Egidi, Elena Demuru, Luisa Frova, France 
Meslé, Marilena Pappagallo, 2017, “Obesity-
related mortality in France, Italy and the 
United States: A comparison using multiple 
cause-of-death analysis”, International 
Journal of Public Health, 62 (6), pp. 623–629.
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INTERVIEW

France Meslé & Jacques Vallin,
senior researchers

Are we seeing the end of a divergence in life expectancy between eastern and western 
European countries?  
From 1965, life expectancy stopped rising in Central and East European countries, while it 
continued to rise in the West. Cause-of-death analysis showed that at that time, the communist 
countries were failing to curb rises in social diseases (alcoholism, violence, etc.) and above all 
to enter the cardiovascular revolution that provided Western countries with successful tools on 
this new health front after it almost totally vanquished infectious diseases. 
It was not until the fall of the Berlin Wall that life expectancy in Central Europe began to rise 
again, an improvement that came only later to the countries of the former Soviet Union. 
Convergence is still uncertain. In a special issue of the European Journal of Population, we 
studied a few emblematic cases that marked the start of convergence, all of them related to 
advances in the battle against cardiovascular and social diseases. They also show how difficult 
that progress has been as well as its heterogeneity, not only between countries but also between 
regions within a single country. While the excessive mortality at working ages typical of the 
communist lag is slowly disappearing, that undeniable progress has not been enough to bring 
those countries up to the West, which has already made considerable progress on a new front, 
where the fundamental issue is death at extremely old ages. 
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FROM COUPLE FORMATION 
TO PARENTHOOD

21

Life event history analysis that encompasses 
the contexts in which lives are unfolding is 
a specificity of the demographic approach 
generally, and INED’s expertise in this area 
is widely recognized. Such analysis requires 
the use of surveys, particularly longitudinal 
ones, and constant work to improve analytic 
methods. What kinds of economic issues are 
involved in unions and separations? How have 
the new technologies redefined romantic 
encounters? What impact do economic, social, 
demographic, and political or policy changes 
have on how individuals fit together their 
family and work lives? 
Institute studies shed light on the societal issues 
implicated in the different stages of the life 
cycle, from childhood through couple formation 
and parenthood, all the way to life’s end. 

Studying new behaviours 
in couples and families and 
improving our understanding 
of social norm changes
Contemporary changes in couplehood and 
family are among the major social changes 
of recent decades. 
Couple formation processes have changed 
with, for example, the emergence of new 
spaces for romantic encounters, changes in 
couple formation stages, a rise in the number 
of conjugal experiences of individuals, etc., 
as well as in parenthood aspirations, as most 
parents are now simultaneously leading a 
career and an active family life. 

These new behaviours raise unprecedented 
questions and illustrate how social norms are 
called into question or reconstructed. 
Observation of how couples form and 
function tells us much about the social 
relations operative in a given society. INED 
studies account for change, or lack thereof, 
in gender relations within the couple 
and in the reproduction of or variation in 
inequalities within the couple. INED studies 
of concrete situations are also a source of 
new and fundamental knowledge on how 
parenthood is changing. To what degree 
has technical progress changed fertility 
norms? And in distinguishing what is licit 
from what is not, how do legal frameworks 
condition the evolution of being a parent 
and representations of parenthood? 
Analysis of the process of creating a family 
unit, from couple formation to parenthood, 
goes much further, providing fundamental 
information on the given society’s economic 
structure. In this connection, INED studies 
show that prenuptial contracts defining how 
wealth will be divided within a couple have 
an impact on professional careers, income, 
and poverty, particularly in case of couple 
breakup. 

Individual trajectories are affected by structural features as well as economic 
contexts and fluctuations. However complex analysis of those trajectories 
may be, it is essential for shaping public policies that will work to make those 
trajectories more secure. INED’s expertise in this area covers all periods in the 
life cycle. 

RESEARCH IN 2017

ATTAINING BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF 
INDIVIDUAL LIFE TRAJECTORIES AND LIFE CYCLE STAGES



On all these subjects, international comparisons 
conducted at the Institute enable us to better 
understand controversial issues, especially 
when they vary from country to country. 

Main research findings

HAS THE RISE IN NUMBER OF 
WORKING WOMEN INCREASED WAGE 

INEQUALITIES BETWEEN COUPLES?  

The rise in women’s labour market participation 
has often been presented as one of the factors 
increasing inequalities between households, 
namely because of the assumed reinforcement 
of social homogamy. Milan Bouchat-Valat has 
shown on the basis of INSEE’s Employment 
surveys that, on the contrary, wage inequalities 
between couples whose members are aged 
30 to 59 remained stable overall from 1982 

to 2014 in France, whereas they would have 
risen if female employment rates had not. This 
overall stability is due to two opposed trends, 
both related to the strong rise in women’s 
employment over the period: one, a fall in 
wage inequality between women, and two, a 
closer correlation between couple members’ 
wages. However, the nearly uniform rise in 
women’s employment regardless of partner’s 
wage level curbed the rising correlation 
between partners’ wages and explains why 
intercouple wage inequalities did not increase. 

Milan Bouchet-Valat, 2017, “Does women’s 
employment growth increase wage 
inequalities between couples? The case of 
France between 1982 and 2014”, Economics 
and Statistics, 493, pp. 67–85. 
 

KEEPING ONE’S NAME AND 
TRANSMITTING IT

The French law of March 4, 2002, on last 
names, which entered into force in 2005, gave 
parents the option of transmitting the father’s 
last name, the mother’s maiden name, or both 
(the so called “dual name”), “in the order 
chosen by the parents and limited to one 
name for each”, to their child when registering 
the birth. INED researcher Wilfried Rault has 
shown that while recent legal changes have 
favoured the preservation of mother’s maiden 
name, parents wishing to transmit it to their 
child encounter practical obstacles that call 
into question whether a law designed to 
produce equality in this area can be effective. 
Social uses of dual names go together with 
ambiguous, ambivalent practices that attest 
to the persistence of an inegalitarian order, 
despite the more favourable legal framework, 
especially since a vast majority of couples 

22

Contemporary changes in 
couplehood and the family are 
among the major social changes 
of recent decades.
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choose to transmit the father’s name. Of all 
children born in France in 2014, 83% bear 
only their father’s name, a higher percentage 
than for children of married parents. In this 
sense, while the 2002 law did open up new 
possibilities, it has resulted in potential rather 
than real equality for the time being. 

Wilfried Rault, 2017, “Garder l’usage de son 
nom et le transmettre. Pratiques de la loi 
française de 2002 sur le double nom” [Using 
and transmitting one’s name: The French 
2002 law on dual names in practice], Clio: 
Femmes, Genre, Histoire, pp. 129–149 (Le 
nom des femmes [Women’s names]).

DOES THE FERTILITY OF IMMIGRANTS’ 
DAUGHTERS DIVERGE FROM FERTILITY 

IN THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN?

Is fertility behaviour influenced by local 
context? The authors of this article acquired 
new knowledge on this question by analysing 
the fertility of daughters of immigrants whose 
parents came from high-fertility countries. 

This is the first study that observes fertility 
rates among the second generation. Six 
European countries were compared: the 
United Kingdom, France, Germany, Belgium, 
Sweden, and Spain. Contrary to first-
generation immigrants, these women’s fertility 
behaviours are similar to those of women in 
the country they reside in. However, second-
generation fertility rates remain relatively high 
in some ethnic minority groups – women of 
Pakistani and Bangladeshi origin in the UK 
and of Turkish origin in Belgium and France – 
especially for third births. Variation in fertility 
behaviour by ethnic group is greatest in 
France, the UK, and Belgium, and slightest in 
Sweden. Moreover, the researchers found a 
degree of polarization in fertility behaviours 
for the second-generation groups studied. 
A considerable minority had their first child 
as late as indigenous European women, 
and some even remained childless whereas 
most come from large families (three or four 
children), as in their parents’ generation. 
Fertility behaviours of second-generation 
women in Europe, then, are shaped by both 

the majority behaviours of the settlement 
country and their minority sub-culture. 

Hill Kulu, Tina Hannemann, Ariane Pailhé, 
Karel Neels, Sandra Krapf, Amparo González-
Ferrer, Gunnar Andersson, 2017, “Fertility 
by birth order among the descendants of 
immigrants in selected European countries”, 
Population and Development Review, 43 (1), 
pp. 31–60. 

DOES FATHER INVOLVEMENT IN CHILD-
RAISING HAVE AN EFFECT ON LONE 

MOTHER REPARTNERING? 

While shared child custody and father 
involvement in child-raising have become 
more common, the number of lone women 
with dependent children has remained high 
in several European countries. 
Using data from a British cohort, the authors 
hypothesized a possible tie between non-
resident fathers’ financial support and 
participation in child-raising and repartnering 
by a child’s or children’s single mother. 
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For parents living together when their 
children were born, the father’s involvement 
with children after separation (measured by 
contact frequency) has no effect on maternal 
repartnering. However, for fathers who were 
neither married to nor living with the mother 
when the children were born, more frequent 
contact with the children would seem to 
discourage maternal repartnering. 
This phenomenon could be explained by the 
ambiguity of relationships between parents 
who have never lived together with their child, 
a situation that in turn might restrict mothers’ 
ability to repartner. The study also shows that 
financial support from the father has no effect 
on whether the mother repartners, regardless 
of the status of parents’ relationship before 
the child was born.

Lawrence M. Berger, Lidia Panico, Anne 
Solaz, 2017, “Maternal repartnering: Does 
father involvement matter? Evidence from 
the United Kingdom”, European Journal of 
Population, First Online: 1–31. 
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INTERVIEW
Anne Paillet and Olivia Samuel*
INED associated researchers

According to your study, how are infant care tasks distributed between men and women? 
Our study shows that neither this division of labour between parents nor their subjective attitudes 
toward them (liking to do them, doing them as an obligation, and preferring to avoid them) 
depends on the infant’s sex. However, participation level and attitudes toward care tasks vary 
considerably between parents. While mothers are the primary infant caregivers, specific tasks are 
unevenly shared, particularly giving baths and changing nappies. Though the difference is not as 
sharp, the same holds for putting to bed and bottle-feeding (the latter for non-breastfed infants 
only). While men and women report similar orders of task preference – feeding and bathing 
are preferred to nose-blowing or nail-cutting – a significant difference is observed. In both the 
“popular” and upper classes, women do not manage to free themselves (or only occasionally) 
from tasks they do not like, while men more often delegate such tasks. 
We will soon have data from the following waves of the ELFE longitudinal survey and will be able 
to examine with greater perspective how care task sharing and attitudes toward tasks evolve as 
the child grows up. 

* pictured
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Researchers analyse the impacts of family 
and education policies through long-term 
observation, country comparisons, and the 
use of econometric evaluation tools. The 
demographic perspective is therefore useful 
in a number of areas at several scales – 
national, local, and at the scale of individual 
companies – and throughout childhood, from 
birth through adolescence, shedding light 
from several perspectives on given themes: 
child development, parental and peer 
socialization, modes of childcare, scholastic 
trajectories, and child health. 
The ELFE cohort survey, with its regular 
follow-up studies, constitutes a major source 
of data. 

Analysing the living conditions 
and public institution reception of 
children and adolescents
To enable public policies to reduce inequalities 
among children and among adolescents, 
counter the mechanisms that drive them, and 
generally secure young people’s trajectories 
towards independence in a context of 
social and economic change (changes in 
demographic behaviour and family structures, 
economic crises, etc.), it is crucial to understand 
those inequalities and mechanisms.
Research conducted at INED works to attain 
the knowledge needed for understanding 
by analysing children’s and young people’s 
living conditions and their reception by public 
institutions, and by comparing the French 

situation with those of neighbouring countries 
as part of European research projects.
INED’s scientif ic approach produces 
knowledge we lack on these populations, 
shedding light on changes in and maintenance 
of family relations during childhood, material 
conditions in households, and family life from 
the children’s perspective. 
INED research studies identify the determinants 
and impacts of living conditions at all key stages 
of growing up. INED researchers examine the 
role and functioning of public childcare services 
for small children and education for older ones, 
as well as differences in parents’ monetary and 
time investments in children by child’s sex. 
Study of interactions between school-related 
decisions – economically imposed, socially 
determined, and gender differentiated – and 
family lifestyles brings to light the influences 
that shape trajectories, in some cases very 
early in life, influences whose impact is then 
found throughout the subject’s life. And in 
2017, INED launched a new research project to 
analyse scholastic trajectories in connection with 
diversity in social-spatial contexts. 

INED takes part in policy evaluation both directly and indirectly. Knowledge 
on demographic trends helps guide public policymaking, and demographic 
studies are useful in assessing the effectiveness of existing policies and in 
determining whether or not they are realizing their objectives. 
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Main research findings

BEGINNING COMPLEMENTARY 
FEEDING OF INFANTS

France’s national nutrition and health 
programme (PNNS) advises parents to 
diversify what their babies eat from the age 
of 7 months but not before 5 months, and 
to introduce food groups gradually. But how 
parents actually introduce their babies to new 
foods in France is not well known. Parents of 

ELFE cohort children were asked to fill out 
questionnaires on introducing 28 food groups 
between the ages of 3 and 10 months. The 
information collected has enabled researchers 
to determine the factors that influence food 
diversification, particularly family characteristics 
associated with introducing complementary 
foods before the age of 5 months. 
The average age for diversification is 5.3 
months. Twenty-six per cent of infants start 
complementary feeding before the age of 4 
months; 62% between 4 and 6 months, and 
12% after 6 months. Usually, the children 
whose foods have been diversified before 5 
months of age are boys; in most cases both 
parents were born abroad or the mother is 
under 25, overweight, without a high school 
diploma, or a smoker. The food groups 
most often introduced before 5 months are 
cereals, vegetables, fruits, and potatoes. 

Marie Bournez, Elea Ksiazek, Sandra Wagner, 
Claire Kersuzan, Christine Tichit, Séverine 
Gojard, Xavier Thierry, Marie-Aline Charles, 
Sandrine Lioret, Blandine de Lauzon-Guillain, 
Sophie Nicklaus, 2017, “Factors associated 
with the initiation of complementary feeding 
in the French ELFE study”, Maternal and 
Child Nutrition, 20.
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FROM BIRTH TO NURSERY SCHOOL: 
DIVERSE CHILDCARE TRAJECTORIES

In France, the policy targeting very young 
children and known as “free choice” is 
designed to allow parents to find a childcare 
solution that fits their needs and enables them 
to continue working if they so wish. However, it 
is still difficult to gain access to some childcare 
solutions, such as day nurseries. 
Data from the Types of Childcare and Reception 
of Young Children survey, conducted in 2013 by 
the French Health Ministry’s Research, Studies, 
Evaluation, and Statistics department (DREES), 
found that some children are in paid childcare 
longer than others before they start school 
due to the month they were born. Five types 
of childcare situations from birth to nursery 
school have been identified: parents (35% of 
the sample), certified child minder for the child 
alone (29%), collective childcare (19%), atypical 
trajectories involving individual and collective 
childcare (9%), and informal childcare (7%), 
particularly by grandparents.
While strong trajectory stability was found 
for young children with access to formal 
individual or collective childcare, 15% of 
children, particularly in socio-occupationally 
underprivileged households, experience 
changes in childcare type or informal childcare. 
However, the greatest socioeconomic 
inequalities are found for outside childcare 
versus parent childcare, rather than between 
types of outside childcare. 

Quentin Francou, Lidia Panico, Anne Solaz, 
2017, “De la naissance à l’école maternelle: 
des parcours de mode d’accueil diversifies” 
[From birth to nursery school: diverse 
childcare trajectories], Revue Française des 
Affaires Sociales, 21, pp. 125–147.

HOW LONE MOTHERS ORGANIZE 
CHILDCARE: DO IMMIGRANT MOTHERS 

CONSTITUTE A SPECIFIC CASE? 

Single parents have more difficulty reconciling 
childcare with work, though their employment 
is often crucial to maintaining the household’s 
standard of living. 
These obstacles may be worse for immigrant 
families, who have to cope more often with 
social and economic precarity. 
Drawing on two recent surveys, the 2011–
2012 ELFE survey and INSEE’s 2011 Family 
and Housing survey, the authors compared 
childcare solutions preferred and used by 
families with small children by mother’s 
conjugal status and migration situation. 
They found that like other mothers, most 
single immigrant mothers prefer to take care 
of their young children themselves. However, 
this group of mothers is distinguished from 
others by a stronger preference and use of day 
nurseries. That extrafamilial childcare solution 
offers the advantages of being less expensive 
than a certified child minder and carried out 
by professionals whom mothers deem better 
trained and overseen. However, all-else-kept-
equal, analyses qualify this singular position 

with regard to other single mothers, as it 
seems due in part to the concentration of 
immigrant mothers in major urban centres, a 
situation that facilitates access to day nurseries. 

Tatiana Eremenko, Xavier Thierry, Laure 
Moguerou, Rose Prigent, 2017, “Organiser 
la garde des enfants quand on est 
mère seule: une spécificité des mères 
immigrées?” [How lone mothers organize 
childcare: Do immigrant mothers constitute 
a specific case?], Revue Française des 
Affaires Sociales (2), pp. 207–228.  

ADOLESCENTS’ AND PARENTS’ 
CONTRIBUTION TO ACADEMIC 

TRAJECTORIES

This analysis draws on a collective research 
study funded by the EU’s Seventh Research 
and Technological Development Framework 
Programme. By comparing the aspirations 
of adolescents and their parents at the end 
of middle school in France with those of 
adolescents and parents at the same moment in 
Germany, Finland, Great Britain, the Netherlands, 
and Slovenia, the authors worked to understand 
how parents’ and children’s motivations, 
representations, and actions co-construct 
academic orientations that differ by gender and 
parents’ social and national origins. 
Generally speaking, adolescents in France as in 
the other countries express a desire at the end of 
their last year of middle school to pursue higher 
education. 
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Adolescents interviewed in France are 
ambitious and relatively preoccupied by 
their academic and occupational futures. But 
they are not necessarily more ambitious or 
preoccupied than their German and British 
counterparts living in higher employment 
contexts.  
The family support model operative in 
France may help drive adolescents’ strong 
aspirations and limit their worry. In this 
connection, France and the Netherlands have 
particularly high numbers of young people 
from “popular”-class backgrounds with high 
aspirations. In France, aspirations of young 
people and their parents are particularly 
marked when parents’ educational attainment 
and employment situation are strong. In this 
respect, those aspirations are indeed socially 
determined, but less so than in Germany, the 
UK, and Slovenia. 

Isabelle Danic, Alexandra Filhon, 2017, 
« Contribution des adolescents et 
de leurs parents aux parcours scolaires : 
projections, identifications et soutiens dans 
la procédure d’orientation » in Danic Isabelle, 
Loncle Patricia (dir.), Les trajectoires éducatives 
des adolescents en France dans un contexte 
européen, Rennes, PUR
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INTERVIEW
Lidia Panico
INED Reseacher

To what degree is child poverty a concern in public policy-making?  
Child poverty has a considerable impact on individuals’ health and development throughout 
their lives. In the area of health, the experience of poverty in childhood is associated with a higher 
risk of early death in adulthood as well as the development of chronic disorders and mental 
health problems. Precarity in childhood can thus be understood to generate costs for the society 
as a whole: reduced productivity at work, increased demand for health services, and increased 
social welfare and health costs.  
UNICEF has shown that children were one of the population groups the most impacted by the 
2008 economic crisis in developed countries. We can therefore readily imagine a rise in costs 
due to poorer health in the population at large, at a time when population ageing is already 
straining health and social assistance services. 
But this scenario is not inevitable, and public policies have an important role to play in preventing 
it. While child poverty has increased in 23 out of 41 OECD countries since the crisis, it has also 
receded in 18 countries, including Australia, Japan, and Canada, all of which have relatively non-
restrictive policies toward households with children. Several studies also show that public policies 
that intervene throughout the life cycle can drive reductions in the impact of child poverty. 
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INED surveys and research in this area 
analyse all movements, from intraregional 
ones to international migrations, measuring 
flows, determinants, and impacts. The 
Institute is particularly concerned to take into 
account the different facets of the migration 
question, by observing trajectory continuity, 
the effects of geographical moves on 
household organization modes, and gender-
related choices for balancing family and work 
life, as well as how territory and distance 
work to shape family and social groups. 
INED’s research studies irrigate public 
debate on these questions, applying a 
scientific approach that makes it possible to 
qualify and objectify discourses on migration. 

Measuring spatial movements: 
a concern in regional governance
Spatial mobility is a particularly difficult 
demographic phenomenon to measure and 
yet doing so is crucial as residential moves 
shape territories at all scales. To overcome 
the difficulty, INED researchers work to 
strengthen and improve measurements 
of people’s internal and transnational 
movements. 
Ana lys ing  how people  move,  what 
determines them to do so, and the effects 
of their movements provides fundamental 
knowledge that can then inform public 
policy and help guide regional governance. 
For example, analysis of trajectories that 

result in homelessness – or enable people 
to find permanent housing – and of the 
role of family and social contacts as well as 
institutions in helping people find solutions 
to this situation deepens our knowledge 
of the mechanisms driving poverty and 
exclusion in contemporary French society. 
Furthermore, the effects of residential 
moves and the interactions that develop 
in neighbourhoods and around public 
space are also important societal issues. 
Investigating negotiated, shared, conflict-
generating, and even “forbidden” spaces, 
INED researchers shed light on the power 
relations operative in society at the level of 
gender, social status, or the real or assumed 
geographic origin of individuals. 
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Analysis of people’s geographic trajectories as they relate to other aspects of 
their lives is at the heart of demographic research; it is also essential to local 
management and governance. 

RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY 
AND NEIGHBOURHOOD LIFE

POPULATION MOVEMENTS
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Last,  INED researchers are engaged 
in analysing housing policies and their 
effects on population mobility and actual 
movements. They analyse the trajectories 
of households settling in new, socially 
mixed neighbourhoods that combine social 
and private housing, and the way these 
neighbours socialize or do not socialize with 
each other. Likewise, they study residential 
move behaviours as a function of public 
policies, observing both sought and unsought 
policy effects.

Main research findings
            

HOMELESSNESS AMONG MIGRANTS 
AND THEIR DESCENDANTS IN FRANCE 

The homeless population in France has 
increased and become more diverse in the 
last decade, and migrants and their migrants 
are now over-represented in this homeless 
population. According to the latest INSEE-
INED Homelessness survey, conducted in 
2012, migrants constitute 40% and migrants’ 

descendants 19% of people lacking a 
personal dwelling in France. However, their 
specificities are under-researched, incurring 
the risk that they will be assimilated to 
groups of individuals from whom they 
differ considerably. In her analysis of the 
Homelessness survey, the author examines 
the socio-residential trajectories of migrants 
and migrant offspring deprived of a personal 
dwelling. She studies their position in the 
segmented, hierarchically ordered, and 
competitive accommodation sector as well 
as the discrimination they undergo. 
She shows that migrants occupy an 
unfavourable position in France’s institutional 
public housing system. Men are more likely 
to live rough while women tend to be sent to 
emergency shelter arrangements that do not 
help them integrate. Despite a new institutional 
attentiveness, which rises with the amount of 
time a person has lived in France, inequalities 
in institutional assistance to these groups 
vary by origin and affect their prospects of 
economic and socio-occupational integration. 
Clearly, then, geographic movement does not 
necessarily imply upward social mobility. 
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Residential moves shape 
territories at every scale 



Pascale Dietrich-Ragon, 2017, “On the 
sidelines of French society: Homelessness 
among migrants and their descendants”, 
Population, English Edition, 72 (1), pp. 7–38. 

ADOLESCENT GIRLS’ MIGRATION IN MALI 

Labour migration is a central experience for 
rural youth in West African countries and 
one of the key stages of their transition to 
adulthood. While it used to concern primarily 
young men, the phenomenon has become 
feminized over the last decades, changing 
social relations between the sexes and 
generations. 
The authors describe the process on the 
basis of original information collected 
over more than 20 years on a rural Malian 
population. The SLAM longitudinal tracking 
survey in Mali allows for reconstituting half 
a century of migrations and identifying the 
major stages of the phenomenon. This new 
perspective in turn leads to thinking of 
intra-African migrations differently; namely 
to recognizing that they involve more than 
economic logic and motivations. 
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Female migration, then, is not only a means 
of escaping constraints imposed by the 
immediate economic context; the authors 
show how this migration expresses a much 
valued ability to act. It has become a resource 
or tool for constructing individual statuses and 
identities, enabling these migrants to position 
themselves in relation to others through their 
migratory capital, which today is measured 
more in terms of the urban experience it affords 
than its material benefits. 

Marie Lesclingand, Véronique Hertrich, 
2017, “When girls take the lead: Adolescent 
girls’ migration in Mali”, Population, English 
Edition, 72 (1), pp. 63–93. 

 
PERI-URBAN AREAS 

AND SOCIAL MOBILITY

Peri-urban areas are spaces that depend 
functionally and symbolically on a city and are 
characterized by marked interpenetration of 
natural or farming areas and urbanized areas. 
These territories and their inhabitants have 
been criticized from many angles. They are 
said to be politically conservative and to 
constitute the realm of bad taste, economic 
irrationality, indifference to the environment. 
However, there is little research into the 

reasons households settle in them and the 
effect of that residential move on their daily 
lives. How do inhabitants of these areas, either 
working-class households or, increasingly, 
immigrant households, speak of their living 
environment? Is settlement in a peri-urban area 
a component of upward social mobility?
The author’s f ield studies show that 
percept ions of  these areas vary  by 
household’s resources and residential 
mobility prospects. While all inhabitant-
respondents reject the term peri-urban, seen 
as technocratic and incapable of reflecting 
the diversity of practices in these areas, they 
do perceive new tract housing, a response 
to the housing crisis in the major French 
conurbations, as “single-story public housing 
developments”. Elected officials, meanwhile, 
use the peri-urban category strategically, to 
avoid the stigmata associated in France with 
the “suburbs” (banlieues); they also call for 
controlled urbanization of their local areas. 

Anne Lambert, 2017, "’Périurbain’, from 
woes to words: political and social uses of 
a new administrative category" in Harris 
Richard, Vorms Charlotte (eds.), What’s in 
a name? Talking about urban peripheries, 
Toronto; Buffalo; London, University of 
Toronto Press, p. 282-298
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INTERVIEW
Joanie Cayouette-Remblière
researcher and scientific co-director of the My neighbourhood, my 
neighbours survey

Why conduct a survey on neighbourhood relations?  
We have contradictory representations of neighbours. On one hand, widespread French public 
opinion holds that neighbourly relations are undergoing a crisis, the assumption being that 
increased residential mobility together with the development of digital communications have 
weakened neighbourly ties and increased anonymity and isolation in contemporary western 
cities. On the other, some people deplore a “surplus” of neighbours if those neighbours belong 
to an ethnic community; in this case, the criticism is that people only socialize with their own 
kind. These neighbourhood inhabitants (whose absolute numbers may be quite low) are thought 
of as an obstacle to social or territorial integration. 
In fact, recent scientific studies enable us to test the validity of such discourses on neighbours and 
the effectiveness of actions and policies in this area. A new survey coordinated by a mixed team 
of sociologists, geographers, and urbanists (CNRS, INED, ENTPE or School for the sustainable 
development of local areas) is contributing to scientific knowledge of relations between 
neighbours and attitudes toward social integration. Study findings will help to guide public 
policies aimed at reducing social and regional inequalities, to assess the effects of policies 
designed to foster social mix on practices among neighbours, and to improve public and private 
initiatives concerning socializing, solidarity, and conflicts between neighbours. 
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METHODOLOGICAL 
RENEWAL
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Thanks to the Institute’s internationally 
recognized expertise in longitudinal 
approaches, we can now more precisely 
identify causal relations between observed 
phenomena. Innovative experimental 
methods are developed to improve 
participation by survey respondent groups, 
minimize non-response, and increase 
indicator robustness. The modernity of 
research at INED lies in both the use of 
innovative, Institute-produced data and the 
exploitation of newly available administrative 
data (censuses, civil registry data, web data, 
access to textual corpuses). The Institute’s 
methodological innovations also make it a 
key, valued interlocutor for international 
organizations when it comes to improving 
data quality in global South countries, 
improvements that are necessary if we are 
to achieve the UN’s sustainable development 

goals, and to assessing and strengthening 
the databases of international institutions like 
the UN and the World Health Organization.

Unbounded scientific approaches

INED research studies cut resolutely across 
disciplinary, methodological, and geographic 
boundaries and barriers. They target areas 
heavily impacted by the issues that come with 
demographic change, encompassing both 
global North and global South countries, 
as the latter drive much of the world’s 
demographics and geopolitical balance. In 
order to take into account contemporary 
demographic dynamics whose outcomes are 
in some cases unprecedented, researchers 
are continually renewing both research 
questions and analytic frameworks. To this 

end, INED draws on all newly available 
sources, comparing not only aggregate-scale 
data but also individual data collected from 
diverse sources. Its researchers also study 
health data and are preparing to access 
newly available administrative files that will 
open unprecedented research possibilities. 
In addition, the international comparisons 
conducted at INED assist researchers 
and technicians in revising methods and 
approaches and in constructing international 
knowledge on population questions. 

Main research findings

PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS AND 
MATRIMONIAL PROPERTY REGIMES IN 

FRANCE, 1855–2010

Until very recently we had no data on trends 
in prenuptial agreement use and matrimonial 
regimes in a single country over a long 
period.
Empirical evidence on changes in these 
agreements or contracts is scarce and limited 
either to late twentieth-century or local 
data. To overcome that scarcity, researchers 

INED studies are fully implicated in the methodological renewal of the 
population sciences, as they either develop and apply new methods or further 
improve existing ones. Many studies use methodological innovations and new 
scientific approaches. 
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compared administrative and survey data, 
and analysed changes in dowry regimes and 
wealth at the time of marriage. This enabled 
them to construct new series on marriage 
contracts and matrimonial regimes in France 
from 1855 to 2010. 
They show that significant changes have 
occurred in the financial characteristics 
of marriage in France. The proportion of 
prenuptial agreements was high and stable 
to 1885; it then fell dramatically from 1885 
to 1920 as legal practices were harmonized. 
Over this period, only low-value dowries 
disappeared. The proportion of prenuptial 
agreements became stable after the reform 
and rose after no-fault divorce was established 
in 1975. The recent rise in marriage contracts 
is due to couples’ preference for the total 
separation regime and may be understood 
as protection against divorce. 

Nicolas Frémeaux, Marion Leturcq, 2017, 
“Prenuptial agreements and matrimonial 
property regimes in France, 1855–2010”, 
Explorations in Economic History, 68, 
pp. 132–142. 
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Researchers are continually 
renewing both research questions 
and analytic frameworks



THE IMPORTANCE AND THE CHALLENGES 
OF CONDUCTING PSYCHIATRIC 

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL RESEARCH ON 
MIGRANT POPULATIONS IN FRANCE

Numerous international studies over several 
decades have established an association 
between migration and psychiatric disorders. 
This risk, related to the immigration process 
itself and caused by the social changes 
involved, the loss of familiar touchstones and 
the need to confront a new environment, 
also follows from interaction between 
migrant groups and the receiving country 
population, its institutions, and social 
context, particularly as they relate to the 
experience of discrimination. 
However, there have been few epidemiological 
psychiatric studies of the migrant population 
in France, and those that do exist are quite 
recent. This situation has led researchers 
to compare what we know from various 
disciplines in an effort to determine the 
relevance of such epidemiological study 
and what would be needed to conduct it 

effectively. The authors observe a convergence 
between data from epidemiological psychiatric 
research and social surveys, as both point up 
psychosocial vulnerability for immigrants and 
their descendants. 
To identify the most vulnerable groups 
and associated risk factors, researchers 
have highlighted the need to better 
identify and differentiate this population 
by collecting additional information on and 
describing in greater detail not just socio-
urban environmental factors but also this 
group’s experience of stigmatization and 
discrimination. Multilevel analysis of these 
factors (by individual, ethnic community, 
and country of origin) offers hope that 
policies for preventing discrimination, 
treating immigrants’ and second-generation 
psychosocial problems, and providing access 
to treatment will one day be adapted to the 
realities on the ground. 

Andrea Tortelli, Norbert Skurnik, Andrei 
Szöke, Patrick Simon, 2017, “L’importance 
de la recherche épidémiologique 
psychiatrique sur les populations migrantes 

en France” [The importance and challenges 
of conducting psychiatric epidemiological 
research on migrant populations in France], 
Annales Médico-Psychologiques (6), pp. 
577–582.
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RENEWING STATISTICAL METHODS

Methodological renewal does not focus 
exclusively on data collection; at INED, it 
also involves revising statistical methods. 
This is an important issue. By overcoming the 
limitations of current statistical methods, we 
can attain knowledge that until now has not 
been accessible because of missing data. We 
are now in a position to use “unreliable” or 
scarce data, thereby opening up new fields 
of knowledge, as attested by the following 
examples. 
Without civil registries, it is difficult to estimate 
age at death. This difficulty is encountered 
in several scientif ic disciplines, from 
palaeodemography to forensic medicine. 
In “A key problem in palaeodemography: 
How to estimate age at death”, the authors 
put forward a statistical technique based 
on biological indicators that can be used in 
several different disciplines to improve age-
of-death estimates.  
The tendency to round off figures can be 
a problem, namely in neonatal care, when 
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INTERVIEW
Laurent Toulemon
senior researcher

What does “big data” contribute to demography analyses? 

Some situations are difficult to observe. New conjugal behaviours, for example, complicate 
analysis of family and residential behaviours. Some inhabitants – children of separated parents, 
partially cohabiting couples, people who “commute” between the family home and an apartment 
near their work – circulate between several dwellings. The recent availability of various statistical 
sources, including “big” administrative data such as INSEE’s Permanent demographic sample, 
which combines census, civil registry, and social and tax file data, will enable researchers to 
overcome those difficulties. And data file quality evaluation, conducted in collaboration with 
INSEE, is enabling researchers to estimate double counting on the census with unprecedented 
accuracy and get a better view of the situation of people who share their time between two 
residences. Comparing these administrative data with others from general population surveys, 
non-directive interviews will improve analysis of two family situations that are difficult to 
apprehend: conjugal relations between young adults, and the family situations and economic 
living conditions of children whose parents have separated. The project also works to develop 
and facilitate use of the “big” administrative data soon to be made available to human and social 
science researchers. We will be developing a website on the quality of these data and how to 
access them, and presenting concrete solutions to the difficulties researchers encounter. 



drug prescriptions are based on an infant’s 
weight. The authors of “Modelling trends 
in digit preference patterns” developed a 
statistical model for determining the quality 
of recordings, including retrospectively. 

Henri Caussinus, Daniel Courgeau, Isabelle 
Séguy, Luc Buchet, 2017, “Un problème 
clé de la paléodémographie: comment 
estimer l’âge au décès?” [A key problem in 
palaeodemography: How to estimate age at 
death?], Journal de la Société française de 
statistique, 158 (2), pp. 43–71. 
and

Carlo-Giovanni Camarda, Paul Eilers, Jutta 
Gampe, 2017, “Modelling Trends in Digit 
Preference Patterns”, Journal of the Royal 
Statistical Society, 66 (5), pp. 893–918.
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Diffusing and promoting INED research studies are a major Institute 
mission that continues throughout the year and targets both specialized 

groups and the general public by way of researcher training, cooperation, 
article and book publishing, the INED website, and event organization. 

Research diffusion and promotion: 2017 figures p. 46

Research transfer and cooperation p. 48

INED’s scientific publications p. 52

Digital technology in the diffusion and promotion of research findings p. 56

A programme of events for all audiences p. 58
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RESEARCH DIFFUSION 
AND PROMOTION: 
2017 FIGURES
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10
training programmes offered 

in connection with the 
RésoDémo demography 

network
6

books from INED 
Publications

11
issues of Population & Societies

2,064
hours of teaching by 

INED researchers and 
technicians across 

104 different  
training programmes 

or sessions
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178
articles published in 

peer-reviewed journals

4,488
Twitter followers 

1.7
million INED website visitors4,385

press citations

80
Lundis de l’INED 

seminars, conferences, 
and research days 

organized by Institute 
researchers
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INED en joys  a  s t rong nat iona l  and 
international reputation and influence thanks 
to the excellence of its researchers’ work 
and its active role in the world’s scientific 
community. This renown is consolidated 
by its culture of cooperation with the two 
major global South regions, Africa and Asia, 
cooperation that involves researcher training 
and collaboration with observatories on data 
collection. 

Recently the Institute has developed 
research transfer operations with companies 
in the form of original new partnerships.

Developing dialogue between 
research and business: the example 
of occupational gender equality

Whereas promoting scientific work in the 
so-called hard sciences usually involves the 
development of industrial patents, this is not 
the case in the human and social sciences 
(SHS). There, scientific findings transfer 
varies considerably by SHS discipline and 
type of activity: evaluation, expertise, 
participation in commissions, conference 
papers, communication with the media, 
and others. While human and social science 
contributions nourish public debate, they are 
not always clearly visible. 

INED has developed a policy of promoting 
and transferring knowledge particular to 

these sciences and directly in tune with 
current social issues.  

The question of occupational gender 
equality is regularly reshaped by changes 
in society and companies. The gender 
pay gap persists in OECD countries, as do 
inequalities in career advancement between 
men and women, though those differences 
have become less sharp for labour market 
participation and have actually been reversed 
for number of years of education. Research 
studies working to explain these phenomena 
now concentrate on three interdependent 
factors: reconciling family and work life, 
choice of field or activity to train in (girls 
are not as present in engineering training 
programmes, which lead to higher-paying 
jobs), and gender-related determinants 
forged very early in life that may affect 
training choices, job-seeking practices, wage 
and job-related negotiation abilities, and the 
projection of self in the company. 

Researchers test the validity of these 
hypotheses, construct explanatory models, 
and quantify the relative importance of each 
determinant. This research work has concrete 

INED has its own research transfer operations, designed to create the conditions 
for dialogue between the worlds of research and public and private companies. 
And international cooperation, namely with global South countries, has long 
been among its activities, either in the form of training or the joint conducting of 
scientific studies.



applications as it may be used in shaping 
policies to correct existing imbalances and 
inequalities. 

Meanwhile, companies in France have 
been called upon by the state to achieve 
occupational gender equality, and they 
may be sanctioned if they fail to implement 
internal policies to reduce existing gaps. 
These are complex, multidimensional 
problems for which there are seldom obvious 
or quick solutions. 

It is in this context that original partnerships 
have been developed between INED 
researchers and large companies such as 
L’Oréal, Michelin, and an airline. The main 
principle behind these collaborations is 
absolute researcher independence and 
freedom of choice in approaches and issues 
handled. The companies make anonymized 
data available to researchers and dialogue 
with them so that they fully understand the 
mechanisms at work. The collaboration is 
useful to the company because it opens the 
possibility of gaining perspective on their 
practices, straightening problems out with 
employee unions, and learning whether their 
own analyses are accurate or not. 
Not all mechanisms productive of occupational 
gender inequality can be tested with company 
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data files because they do not contain 
information on employees’ family constraints, 
for example. To study how employees 
fit together their family and work lives, 
general population studies continue to be 
indispensable. 

However, access to company data offers a 
unique research opportunity to examine 
in detail the mechanisms that produce 
inequality by looking at the moments 
in workers’ careers at which differences 
between men and women appear and 
testing the validity of certain models. 
While each company is a particular case, 
accumulating such studies will create a solid 
corpus for guiding public policy-making. 

The partnership between INED and L’Oréal is 
part of a project funded by France’s National 
Research Agency (ANR); the data concern 
the 2007–2017 period. The partnership with 
Michelin, established in 2015, covers the 
2013–2017 period. First findings support the 
conclusion that in some of the companies 
studied, there is no gender pay gap upon 
hiring when such factors as educational 
attainment, seniority, and age are controlled 
for. Instead, the differences seem to get 
constructed over the course of careers. This 
was also found by a study of commercial 
flight personnel (PNC) working for the 

aforementioned airline company. In airline 
work, characterized by intense geographic 
movement and time zone changes, most of 
the people working in the passenger cabin 
are women. Whereas women’s supposed 
disposition to serve and empathy seem to 
give them an advantage over men when 
it comes to performing passenger service 
activities, they are not promoted as often as 
men, notably because more of them work 
on a part-time basis and for longer stretches 
of time. 

Teaching throughout the world 

Widely sought after for their specific 
competencies, INED researchers and 
technicians participated in 142 distinct training 
programmes or sessions – 25 more than in 
2016 – primarily in sociology and demography, 
for a total of 2,064 hours. Of these training 
activities, 16 were performed outside France, 
6 of them in global South countries. 
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The increase in training activity may 
be observed at several levels. Training 
actions in global South countries have 
risen threefold, and those conducted with 
Campus Condorcet partner institutions have 
risen 50%, attesting to INED’s closeness to 
its future partners. Furthermore, there was 
a 60% increase in supervision of Master’s 
degree student internships. 
 

Developing global North-South 
cooperation

Specific sessions offering training in research 
to global South researchers were also 
undertaken in 2017.

Two two-day workshops were held in 
February and November 2017 in connection 
with analysis of data from the Changes in 
Tunisian Society survey (ETST), conducted as 
part of the Observatory of Changes in the 
Arab World (OTMA). The goal of the two 
training sessions was to organize a group of 

young Tunisian researchers to exploit survey 
data and to monitor their work. 

Two other training workshops were held 
as part of the European Demography and 
Statistics for Africa (DEMOSTAF) project: 
one in June 2017 in Marseille to initiate 
Ugandan project partners on research 
stays in France in mapping census data and 
running the open-source, cross-platform 
geographic information system QGIS; the 
other in August 2017 at Québec’s University 
of Laval, for demographers and statisticians 
from French-speaking African countries 
staying at the University as part of the 
DEMOSTAF programme. The latter resulted 
in a collaborative publication with the 
Demographic and Statistical Observatory of 
the French-speaking World (ODSEF) and the 
National Statistics Institute of Mali (INSTAT); 
specifically, a manual for running QGIS on 
census data. 

In December 2017, an Institute researcher 
presented the INED publication Manuel 

pratique d’analyse mulniveau to students 
and fellow teachers in statistics, economics, 
and demography at the University of 
Makarere, Uganda. 

Also in 2017, INED hosted two Master’s 
students f rom the High Inst i tute of 
Population Sciences (ISSP) of Burkina Faso. 
Their immersion in the world of French 
demography research provided them with 
excellent conditions in which to draw up 
their PhD thesis projects. 
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Transmitting and promoting research study findings has been a crucial mission at 
INED since its founding in 1945. INED Publications releases and diffuses books 
that are references in their field as well as periodicals in French and English, 
thereby working to diffuse knowledge to the scientific community and the public 
at large. 

Since its founding, INED has increased the 
visibility and influence of population sciences 
through its journals and book series. 

A catalogue dedicated to 
population studies
The INED Publications catalogue reflects the 
multidisciplinarity of demography work and the 
Institute’s research units. With their wide-open 
approach to demography, the publications 
take up an extremely broad range of topics – 
family, fertility, mortality, migration, economic 
demography, ageing – from the perspectives 
of such disciplines as economics, history, 
geography, sociology, anthropology, statistics, 
and epidemiology. 

The INED Publications catalogue includes: 
• nearly 300 books by French and international 
researchers, published in the following series: 

> Cahiers [Notebooks]
>  Classiques de l’économie et de la popu-

lation [Classic economics and population 
studies]

>  Études et enquêtes historiques [Historical 
studies and surveys]

> Grandes Enquêtes [Major surveys]
> Manuels [Manuals]
>  Méthodes et savoirs [Methods and 

knowledge acquisition]
>  Questions de populations [Questions on 

populations]
> Textes fondamentaux [Fundamental texts]
>  INED Population Studies in English (with 

Springer)

•  Population, a bilingual French-English quar-
terly journal 

•  Population & Societies, a bilingual French-
English monthly bulletin presenting demo-
graphic research findings to a wide lay 
readership.

The journal Population

Every year, in compliance with its official 
obligations, INED offers a detailed review of 
the major figures and trends in the population 
of France and establishes the country’s 
current demographic situation. In 2017, the 
article on this second subject was published 
simultaneously with an article on employment 
and second births in Europe that demonstrates 
that having a job significantly increases the 
women’s probability of having a second child. 
The journal also publishes a theme-based 
annual chronicle presenting the state of world 
knowledge on a specific subject. In 2017, this 
overview focused on mortality trends and 
inequalities in low- and middle-income countries 
from 1990 to 2017. 
All Population chronicles and demographic 
situation articles are on open access in 
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French and English on the journal’s website 
and the various platforms (Persee, Cairn, 
JStor, and Muse). 

www.revue-population.fr 
www.journal-population.com

INED Publications 2017 
book releases
Since February 1, 2017, all INED Publications’ 
releases have been distributed by FMSH 
Diffusion in bookstores and on its shared 
plat form,  Le Comptoi r  des  Presses 
Universitaires (LCDPU). 

ÊTRE FILLE OU GARÇON. 
REGARDS CROISÉS SUR 

L’ENFANCE ET LE GENRE
[Being a Girl or a Boy: 

Differing Perspectives on 
Childhood and Gender]

Mélanie Jacquemin, Doris 
Bonnet, Christine Deprez, 

Marc Pilon and Gilles 
Pison, eds. 

“Questions de populations” series

This collective work revisits childhood and 
adolescence, highlighting the role of gender 
in social construction processes. 
From a number of sites in Africa and Europe, 
the authors present their distinct perspectives, 
showing how differences between boys and 
girls are produced in such areas as education, 
health, and play, how gendered identities are 
constructed, and the processes by which 
children interiorize gender. The experiences 
discussed in the book show how fundamental 
these questions are to understanding the 
directions taken by contemporary societies. 

PARIS L’INFÉCONDE. LA LIMITATION 
DES NAISSANCES 

EN RÉGION 
PARISIENNE AU XIXE SIÈCLE

[Infertile Paris: Limiting 
Births in the Paris Region in 

the Nineteenth Century]
Sandra Brée

“Études et enquêtes histo-
riques” series

The nineteenth century marked a turning 
point in France in terms of urbanization, 
industrialization, and demographic transition. 
While France as a whole was a precursor in 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Created in 2015 by the journal Population, 
the Young Author Prize was awarded 
in February 2017 to Bruno Yempabou 
Lankoande, a doctoral student at the 
demography research centre of the 
Catholic University of Louvain in Louvain-
la-Neuve, Belgium and to Ali Sié, a 
clinical epidemiologist and physician at 
the Nouna health research centre (CSRN) 
of Burkina Faso, for their article “Selective 
adult migration and urban-rural mortality 
differentials in Burkina Faso”. The study 
tests the net effects of migration on the 
mortality differential between urban and 
rural zones for adults aged 15 to 74 in this 
country where rural-to-urban migration 
continues to fuel urbanization. 

POPULATION’S YOUNG 
AUTHOR PRIZE



the declining fertility trend, it was in the 
capital, Paris, where births fell most sharply. At 
both the neighbourhood and arrondissement 
levels, in Paris and its outskirts, Sandra Brée 
analyses falls in births both in and out of 
wedlock, as well as in free unions and short-
term relationships, revealing the capital’s 
pioneer contraceptive behaviours.  

MALTHUS. ESSAI SUR LE 
PRINCIPE DE POPULATION, 

SUIVI DE UNE VUE 
SOMMAIRE DU PRINCIPE 

DE POPULATION
[An Essay on the Principle 

of Population, followed by 
A Summary View on the 
Principle of Population] 

French translations by Éric Vilquin, Jean-
Marc Rohrbasser and Jacques Véron

“Classiques de l’économie 
et de la population” series

Reverend Malthus’ Essay on the Principle of 
Population is a major reference in the history 
of ideas. An ideological bombshell when first 
published in England in 1798, the text contains 
the first formulation of the population prin-
ciple. This French re-edition, accompanied by 
the first French translation of a text summari-
zing Malthus’ thinking, is a major contribution 
to historical debates on population growth. 

MANUEL PRATIQUE D’ANA-
LYSE MULTINIVEAU
[Practical manual of  
multilevel analysis]

Arnaud Bringé  
and Valérie Golaz

“Méthodes et savoirs” series

This manual is addressed to all statistical 
database users wishing to learn or learn more 
about multilevel analysis. The book guides 
readers through the process, providing 
them with the means for understanding and 
applying a multilevel approach.

NAISSANCE DES SCIENCES 
DE LA POPULATION. 

LES SAVANTS DU 
ROYAUME DE SUÈDE AU 

XVIIIE SIÈCLE
[The Birth of Population 
Science: Scholars in the 

Kingdom of Sweden in the 
Eighteenth Century]

Translation and commentary by Nathalie 
Le Bouteillec, Jean-Marc Rohrbasser, and 

Leif Runefelt
“Classiques de l’économie 
et de la population” series

In eighteenth-century Sweden, impassioned 
and devoted scientific scholars – the most 
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prolific being Pehr Wargentin – developed 
the first population counting tools and 
created the world’s very first statistics 
institute. The book retraces this extraordinary 
scientific adventure through a series of their 
papers, never before translated into French. 

LA CHÂTELLENIE DE 
THOISSEY. ÉTUDE 

D’UNE POPULATION 
DE LA DOMBES DU XVIE 

AU XIXE SIÈCLE
[The Castellany of Thoissey: 
Study of a Population in the 

Dombes Region of France 
from the Sixteenth to the Nineteenth 

Century]
Alain Bideau

“Études et enquêtes historiques” series

This local study, centred on the small 
Dombes region, resuscitates a population 
over two centuries’ time and, unexpectedly 
for the historical era, emphasizes its mobility 
between the rural world and the city and 
from one village to another. This is the first 

historical demography comparison at this 
scale of a city and its surrounding territory. 

INED researchers also work with publishers 
other than INED Publications, and in 2017 
three of their books were released. 

57

RESEARCH TRANSFER AND KNOWLEDGE DIFFUSION

A CHARTER ON AUTHOR SIGNATURES ON SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS
To ensure high visibility for INED and better recognition of its publications in national and interna-
tional databases, INED has established a charter on author signatures that applies to all contributors 
to scientific production at the Institute. 

 
 
 
 
INED Publications works to circulate 
knowledge by diffusing its texts 
internationally, having texts in French or 
other languages translated into English, 
and having English texts translated into 
French. In 2017, INED strengthened its 
commitment to international diffusion by:

•  publishing the French and English 
versions of Population simultaneously;

•  publishing, with Springer, Arnaud 
Régnier-Loillier’s A Longitudinal 
Approach to Family Trajectories in 
France: the Generations and Gender 
Survey in the INED Population Studies 
series;

•  participating in and presenting its books 
at the Frankfurt Book Fair, the IUSSP 
convention in Cape Town, South Africa, 
and the Algiers International book fair. 

INTERNATIONALLY 
ORIENTED PUBLISHING



USING DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 
TO DIFFUSE AND 
PROMOTE RESEARCH
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The INED website, designed to be attractive 
and intuitively easy to use, targets a general 
audience. Since being redesigned in 2014, it 
has constantly evolved, offering new content 
every week – material consulted by over 1.7 
million visitors in 2017. 

The Institute’s rich and diverse website 
content is organized around eight main 
topic areas and constitutes a reference 
resource for both the scientific community 
and the public at large. In 2017, new videos 
and interviews with researchers were 
regularly put online; all may be accessed 
on INED’s Vimeo channel. Moreover, three 
of our educational animated videos were 
adapted for tablets and smartphones to 
meet internet visitors’ new needs. 

An increased presence 
on social media
Every day, INED publishes new information – 
announcements of events, new publications, 
interviews, research findings, surveys, and 
other developments – on its Twitter and 
Facebook accounts. Nearly 4,500 people 
followed INED on Twitter in 2017, a 29% 
increase over 2016, and the messages 
published on the account reach over 
925,000 people annually. Meanwhile, 
subscriptions to the Institute’s Facebook 
account rose by 22% (3,030 subscribers), 
and over 320,000 people read or clicked 
on content. Our LinkedIn account now 
relays job openings at INED, and articles 
on research studies are increasingly being 
published on it. 

Population & Societies 
on line for free
INED’s monthly bulletin Population & 
Societies ,  which presents a scientif ic 
analysis of a particular question to a general 
audience, is accessible for free on the INED 
website on the second Wednesday of the 
month. Two 2017 issues – “Has childlessness 
peaked in Europe?” and “Fifty years of 
legal contraception in France: diffusion, 
medicalization, feminization” – received 
heavy online media coverage. 

An “open archive” to free up 
access to scientific information
This project, steered by INED’s Library, 
Documentation, and Archives Department, 
figures among the Institute’s strategic 
orientations for the 2016–2020 period. 
In 2018, INED wi l l  be sett ing up an 
institutional open archive connected to 
France’s national HAL archive and the main 
platforms and search engines that reference 

In fulfilling its mission to diffuse information and knowledge, INED is concerned 
to promote its wealth of scientific production and to sensitize researchers 
and general audiences alike to demography issues. Digital communication is 
essential to this undertaking. 
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open-access scientific production, including 
OpenAIRE, RePEc, Isidore, Google Scholar, 
and others. The archive, INED’s response to 

French and European open-access policies, 
will simultaneously offer greater visibility and 
accessibility to its researchers’ publications 

and ensure their long-term preservation. 
Throughout the year, the task force in 
charge of the project supervised its 
advancement .  MySc ienceWork ,  the 
company selected through a bidding 
process to carry out the project, delivered 
its first prototype in late 2017.

INED’S INCREASING PRESENCE 
IN THE ONLINE PRESS 
A considerable number of INED researchers 
answer ca l l s  f rom journal is ts  seeking 
substantive scientific information on current 
events or social issues. In 2017, Institute 
researchers were cited or mentioned 4,385 
times, two-thirds of these citations on the web, 
where INED research enjoys fuller coverage 
than in the printed press. Media websites 
accounted for 55% of the Institute’s online 
visibility in 2017, versus 47% in 2016. Most of 
the sites handle general current events and 
information; many are the websites of printed 
press or audiovisual media outlets. 

www.ined.fr/en/



A PROGRAM OF EVENTS 
FOR ALL AUDIENCES
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INED researchers are heavily invested in 
diffusion and promotion actions. In addition 
to writing articles and books, they regularly 
intervene in events addressed to either the 
scientific community, the public at large, or 
both. 

National and international 
scientific events
In 2017, INED researchers ran 80 scientific 
seminars and lectures, some in collaboration 
with other research laboratories. 
Among the year’s outstanding events 
figure the first research day on the ELFE 
cohort; the start of a series of research days 
organized by the Mobility, Housing, and 
Social Network unit entitled “Apprehending 
scholastic inequalities in regional terms”; the 

“Demographic dividend and fertility trends 
in sub-Saharan Africa” conference, jointly 
organized by INED’s DEMOSUD research 
unit, the Academy of Sciences (COPED), 
the Institute for Research on Development 
(IRD), and the mixed University of Paris-I 
and IRD research Unit 201 in partnership 
with the French Development Agency 
(AFD); the Economic Demography unit’s 
annual research day, this year entitled “Early 
childhood polices” and introduced by Jane 
Waldfogel of Columbia University; the MIM 
(International Migrations and Minorities) 
unit’s research day, entitled “Migration and 
integration: Why does scientific research 
have so little impact on political decision-
making?”; an In-Hoppe seminar (International 
network: historical and osteoarchaeological 
past populations exploration), entitled 
“Sex, gender, and migrations viewed 

through the lens of archaeology”; and the 
conference “Gender and contraception: 
What kind of (r)evolutions?”, organized 
by the Contraception&Genre Junior Lab 
and partially funded by INED for the 50th 
anniversary of France’s Neuwirth law 
legalizing contraception.

INED researchers regularly deliver papers at 
international conferences. The Population 

Every year, INED organizes and participates in a considerable number of 
conferences, seminars, research days, book fairs, and lecture series in France 
and abroad. All these events increase the outreach and influence of population 
sciences among experts and the lay public alike. 
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Association of America (PAA) selected 29 
INED researchers to present their work at the 
April 2017 convention in Chicago, and the 
Institute was also very active at the IUSSP’s 
28th International Convention on Population 
in Cape Town, South Africa. Papers, posters, 
sponsored sessions, and an INED stand 
marked the Institute’s participation in this 
global population sciences event. 

INED also holds a one-hour seminar every 
Monday morning, Le Lundi de l’INED, 
a space for multidisciplinary scientific 
exchanges between researchers, research 
technicians, and Master’s and PhD students. 
Institute researchers and doctoral students 
or outside guests at these meetings present 
their studies, which are then discussed by a 
peer. From September 2016 to June 2017, 
28 such sessions were held; after each, 
INED’s Documentation Department drew 
up a list of selected references on the topic 
discussed. 
All these scientific seminars are moments 
for researchers to meet and talk about their 
work, share knowledge, and exchange on 
new scientific questions and issues. 

www.ined.fr/en/news/scientific-
meetings/seminairies-colloque-ined/

Events for specialists and the 
public at large
INED researchers also work to diffuse 
their work through popularization for non-
scientific, non-academic audiences made 
up of social and economic policymakers, 
professional and cultural organizations, 
teachers, and students. At meetings around 
book releases, workshops for students in 
connection with France’s annual science fair, 
lectures during the Paris Book Fair and the 

Blois history fair, Institute researchers work to 
make population sciences accessible to all.

To reach a still wider audience, INED has 
mini-lectures filmed called Rencontres de 
la Démo on specific demography topics. 
Researchers have ten minutes to present the 
issues involved and the state of knowledge 
on a particular subject, clearly and in such a 
way as to be understood by all. In 2017, the 
theme was contemporary gender studies. 

These videos are available in both French 
and English on the web. 

https://vimeo.com/album/4988677

THE INTERNATIONAL POPULATION CONFERENCE
This key population sciences event brings together over 2,000 researchers, policymakers, and 
specialists on demographic questions from across the world every four years to take stock of advances 
in our knowledge of population and discuss policy actions and responses to challenges raised by 
demographic trends. At the 2017 Conference, 47 INED researchers (tenured researchers, doctoral 
students, and postdocs) and 15 INED- associated researchers delivered 45 papers, 40 posters, and ran 
18 sessions as either chairs or discussants. The INED book and information stand informed visitors on 
the Institute’s scientific and publishing activities as well as its international partnerships, international 
mobility financial aid programmes, and upcoming researcher position openings.



62



The French Institute for Demographic Studies (INED) is a public 
research organization specialized in population studies and working 

in partnership with the academic and research worlds at the 
national and international levels. Its multidisciplinary approach to 

demographic phenomena is the key to improving our understanding 
of populations and societies. 

INED’s missions and objectives p. 62
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INED’S MISSIONS 
AND OBJECTIVES
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Like the CNRS, INSERM, INRA, and the IRD, 
INED is a public scientific and technological 
establishment (EPST). Administratively 
attached to France’s research and social 
affairs ministries, INED fosters exchanges 
between different disciplines, conducts 
numerous European and international 
research projects, and develops partnerships 
with universities, top training institutions, 
and other research organizations in France 
and abroad.

Multidisciplinary research

In its open approach to demography, the 
Institute draws on a large range of disciplines, 
including economics, history, geography, 
sociology, anthropology, statistics, biology, 

and epidemiology to investigate a wide 
range of demographic fields, including 
fertility, mortality, migrations, gender, the 
economy, and public health. Its researchers, 
grouped into nine research teams or units, 
one mixed unit (including researchers from 
other institutions) and one mixed service 
unit, study and measure classic demographic 
phenomena such as nuptiality, fertility, 
mortality, spatial mobility, gender, and their 
causes and effects, as well as demography 
as implicated in social and occupational 
life, the economy, public health, human 
geography, ethnology, and other areas of 
inquiry. Their research is conducted at the 
French national scale and in countries and 
regions throughout the world. 
Disciplinary breadth and openness of this sort 
constitutes a new development observable in 

Founded in 1945, the Institut National d’Études Démographiques, or INED, is 
an institution specialized in demographic research. Its official missions include 
studying the populations of France and foreign countries, widely diffusing the 
knowledge thus produced, and working to train in and through research. 
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demographic studies in both Europe and the 
United States. The Institute belongs to several 
research networks and participates in a great 
number of national and international projects 
in both the global North and South. 

INED’s research, training, 
and diffusion missions
INED’s main missions are to produce 
research on all aspects of population at the 
national and international levels, to train in 
research and through research, and to ensure 
that the scientific community and the larger 
public are informed of its research findings. 
Specifically, as defined in Article 3 of Decree 
86-382 of March 12, 1986 (modified in 2015), 
the Institute:
•  undertakes, develops, and promotes, 

either on its own initiative or at the request 
of the French public authorities, research 
studies of all aspects of population; 

•  conducts or commissions and evaluates 
re s e a rc h  s t u d i e s  d e e m e d  u s e f u l 
to demographic  sc ience and their 
contributions to economic, social, and 
cultural progress in France; 

•  collects, centralizes, and promotes French 
and non-French demographic research 
studies; 

•  keeps the public authorities informed of 
the knowledge thus acquired and provides 
expertise and support for public policies 
working to meet to social and educational 
challenges in its field of activity; 

•  trains in research and through research in 
its areas of competence through training 
programmes, PhD student hosting, and 
post-doctoral contracts; 

•  ensures that the public is informed on 
demographic questions through its 
publications, public library, and website; 

•  diffuses French demographic studies 
internationally and transmits demographic 
information, meanwhile promoting the use 
of French.

Shared objectives

Through consultation of its 250 civil servants, 
INED has defined the strategic orientations 
that will guide its activity through 2020. 
Debated in the Institute’s Scientific Council, 
these orientations concern not only its 

scientific activity but also its internal 
organization; their purpose is to enable 
this smallest of French public scientific and 
technological establishments to remain the 
largest population sciences research institute 
in Europe. 
Orientations are formalized through an 
objectives and performance contract signed 
with the state after approval by the INED 
Board of Administration; the current five-
year contract was signed on March 24, 2017 
and sets the following strategic orientations 
and objectives: 
•  to successfully install INED on the Campus 

Condorcet while preserving and promoting 
the Institute’s particular identity; 

•  to strengthen its involvement in European 
and international actions and stabilize its 
partnerships with French universities; 

•  to pursue promotion of INED research 
studies through the work of  INED 
Publications and the creation of an open 
archive;

•  to invest in research data and infrastructure 
and use Investment in the Future funding 
to develop innovative data collection 
methodologies; 

•  to continue to modernize INED management. 

THE FRENCH INSTITUTE FOR DEMOGRAPHIC STUDIES



 

Research studies that directly 
address social issues

Research priorities at INED for the 2016–
2020 period are to renew analysis of 
demographic phenomena, attain better 
understanding of l ife histories, study 
interactions between actors and public 
policies, and develop studies on population 
movements and mobility. The Institute will be 
emphasizing research on the key questions 
of contemporary demographic change, 
with special focus on their causes, inner 
workings, and the issues they raise. INED 
research studies are based on a combined 
quantitative, critical, and qualitative approach 
to population questions. 

The approach is  f i r s t  and foremost 
quantitative, in that statistical analysis and 
the production of original data constitute 
core activities. It is also critical, in that it 
generates critical thinking on categories, 
concepts, measuring instruments, as well as 
findings. Last, it is qualitative as qualitative 
understanding is what enables researchers to 
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enrich their analyses, develop new avenues of 
inquiry, and later to substantiate findings and 
construct new analytic categories. 

Research topics at INED directly address 
current events and social questions. 
Because they investigate such universal 
matters as births, unions, life expectancy, 
and geographical mobility, these research 
studies are of interest to both the public 
at large and policymakers, elected officials, 
and companies. They produce knowledge 
on social phenomena and make it possible 
to objectify sensitive and polemical issues, 
thereby providing guidance in public 
policymaking. 
INED’s field of inquiry and its strong 
reputation and renown put it in a particularly 
privileged position when it comes to 
maintaining and bolstering ties between 
society and research. 

The economic and social issues involved 
in contemporary and future demographic 
dynamics are many, and they call for new, 
innovative research. They encompass new 

types of families (LGBT, transnational, 
non-cohabiting), environmental concerns, 
prolonged life expectancy, temporary 
migrations, forced population displacement, 
and other phenomena. Far from being static, 
analysis of demographic phenomenon is 
dynamic and constantly being renewed: new 
themes are studied, new sources used, new 
methods developed. 

INED’s resolutely multidisciplinary approach 
is the key to improving our understanding of 
populations and societies. 
On all these subjects, INED also works 
to produce original data that will enrich 
public statistics, through the elaboration of 
experimental, pioneering research studies on 
sensitive social issues, studies whose findings 
that are then diffused and promoted in the 
scientific community and to a broad non-
scientific audience. 

Regularly evaluated work

Research at INED is regularly evaluated by:
•  the Institute’s own Scientific Council, which 

assesses scientific orientations, analyses 
scientific activity, and annually examines 
new research projects;

•  dedicated scientific committees, which 
evaluate grant proposals for submission 
to such national agencies as the ANR, the 
Institute for Research in Public Health, and 
the National AIDS Research Agency, and 
international bodies such as the European 
Commission; 

•  scientific bodies like the public statistics 
accreditation commission on population, 
which approve survey projects; 

•  the High council for the evaluation of 
research and higher education (HCÈRES), 
which evaluates INED research units and 
the Institute as a whole every five years;

•  the Institute’s Evaluation Commission, 
which assesses researchers’ individual work 
every two years.
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A MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH 
TO DEMOGRAPHY

68

Each researcher belongs to one unit and may 
choose to join a second. The units are run 
by one or several research heads and are 
evaluated every five years by the HCÈRES 
(former AERES). In addition to the research 
units, there are three cross-cutting research 
groups dedicated primarily to exchanges on 
methodology. 

Fertility, Family, and Sexuality 
[RU03]
Research Unit 3 focuses on changes in 
marriage and the family in France and other 
developed countries. Specifically, it tracks 
the spread of new forms of couplehood and 
the family as well as changes in the family 
environments children grow up in. It also 
studies fertility trends and implicated factors, 
such as the desire to have children, fecundity, 
contraception, and abortion. 

Demography, Gender, and 
Societies [RU04]
Research Unit 4 studies demographic change 
in the global North and South as they relate 
to gender relations. One of its focuses is 
persistent inequality between the sexes in 
the workplace and within the family. Violence 
and discrimination against women is studied 
in terms of the representation systems 
governing gender relations. 

Mortality, Health, and 
Epidemiology [RU05]
Research Unit 5 studies mortality and 
health in populations in France and across 
the world, notably by way of international 
comparisons. Its mortality research focuses 
on trends and differences in life expectancy 

between countries, social categories and 
genders, mortality at extreme ages, and 
causes of deaths. 

Mobility, Housing, and Social 
Networks [RU06]
Research Uni t  6  s tudies  res ident ia l 
mobility, specifically interactions between 
family, work, and residential trajectories. 
Mobility as it relates to family situation 
and habitat over the life course is studied 
by res i tuat ing people’s  geographic 
movements in the socioeconomic context 
of the observed period. A major topic area 
for this unit is socioeconomic vulnerability 
trajectories and populations who have 
difficulty accessing a personal dwelling.  

INED research teams are organized into 11 units, each of which studies a 
particular topic area or applies a specific scientific approach to demography. 
Two of the units are mixed, combining researchers from several institutes. 
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International Migrations and 
Minorities [RU08]
Research Unit 8 studies international migrations 
and their impacts on individuals and departure 
and receiving societies. It researches migration 
motives and modes as well as immigrant 
populations’ processes of integration and 
discrimination phenomena. The unit also studies 
minorities, how they forge identities, and their 
sociodemographic dynamics. 

 
Economic Demography [RU09]

Research Unit 9 brings together economists 
and demographers to analyse interactions 
be tween  economic  s i t ua t ions  and 
demographic behaviours. They study the 
processes that explain gender gaps in wages, 
careers, wealth, and living standards while 
observing how demographic events such 
as birth, conjugal separation, or retirement 
contribute to these disparities and how they 
evolve over a lifetime. They also measure the 
effects of social policies on individual and 
family behaviours. 
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The French Longitudinal Study of 
Children or ELFE [RU10]
The ELFE mixed research service unit 
brings together research teams from INED, 
INSERM, and the French blood agency. 
The aim is to track 18,300 children born in 
metropolitan France in 2011 from birth until 
age 20 to attain better understanding of how 
their environments, family circle, and living 
conditions affect their development, health, 
socialization, and academic trajectories.

History and Populations [RU11] 
Research Unit 11 covers three main fields: 
economic history and the social, political, 
and health histories of specific populations; 
palaeodemography, involving the study of 
early populations who left no written trace, 
for the purpose of reinforcing classic historical 
demography sources with archaeological 
material and discoveries; the history of 
demographic and economic thought, to 
discover the concrete conditions in which 
these early forms of knowledge were 
produced and transmitted, and to improve 
analysis of scholarly texts and practices. 

Identities and Territories [RU12]

Partenaire du GIS Collège international des 
sciences du territoire, l’unité 12 s’intéresse 
à la diversité des identités individuelles 
et collectives, qu’elles soient vécues, 
revendiquées ou assignées. Elle insiste sur le 
caractère multiple des appartenances en lien 
avec les parcours migratoires et sociaux et 
s’interroge sur la construction des catégories 
sociales, spatiales, culturelles structurant les 
sociétés au regard de leur histoire.

Sexual and Reproductive Health 
[RU14]

This mixed unit  developed out of a 
partnership between INED, INSERM, the 
University of Paris-Sud, and the University 
of Versailles-Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines. Its 
research focuses on the different dimensions 
of sexual and reproductive health at all 
stages in the life cycle, from adolescence to 
advanced ages, taking into account gender 
as well as social and geographic inequalities. 
Its researchers apply a multidisciplinary 
approach drawing on demography, sociology, 
epidemiology, the economics of health, and 
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clinical studies. Alongside the classic methods 
used in general population surveys, research 
in this unit exploits complex administrative 
databases, including those of the French 
health and retirement insurance systems 
and the greater Paris region public hospital 
system, now accessible to researchers. 

DEMOSUD—Demography of 
Global South Populations [RU15]

Research Unit 15 works on demographic 
dynamics in global South populations, what 
drives them, and the issues they raise. Its 
studies focus on the particular situation of 
Africa and target particular contexts and 
population categories in order to apprehend 
internal dynamics, emerging behaviours, and 
curbs to change. International comparisons 
are used to analyse current trends. On several 
sites in Senegal, Mali, and Burkina Faso, the 
unit is engaged in long-term demography 
tracking projects; it also has a policy of 
forming partnerships with national statistics 
institutes and research centres in Africa. 

GRAB Life-event history and 
multilevel analysis research group

Organized as a network, this group works to 
develop methods for more effectively analysing 
the interactive processes and complex ties 
binding various events in individual trajectories 
and to conceptualize and use intermediate 
categories in data collection and analysis. Its 
activities are largely determined by the Group 
on the life-event history approach (GRAB), 
which brings together researchers from 
different French and foreign institutions and a 
variety of disciplines, including demography, 
geography, and sociology, and draws on the 
experience in 25 life history surveys conducted 
in France, Africa, and Latin America. 

International Perspectives 
Research Group 

This research methodology group works to 
stimulate comparisons between approaches 
applied in different contexts to study similar 
research questions. Its main practices and 
activities involve international and historical 
comparisons and the circulation of concepts 
and methods among fields and disciplines. To 

this end, the group regularly organizes inter-
national scientific research days and supports 
training activities with foreign partners. 

Old Age and Ageing Research 
Group 

This group offers a space for meetings and 
exchanges on research questions, strategies, 
and methods in connection with the key 
topics of age and ageing, bringing together 
researchers, technicians, and doctoral 
students from different INED research units 
and service departments. The aim is to foster 
critical comparisons of experiments and 
competencies to move beyond participants’ 
geographic or disciplinary specializations. 
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INNOVATIVE, 
ACCESSIBLE SURVEYS

Surveys are central in INED research 
activity. They improve our understanding of 
particular demographic phenomena through 
the production of national statistics, thereby 
meeting demands for information on the 
part of public authorities and/or civil society. 
Selecting and defining survey frames is a 
long, complex process, and surveys may be 
carried out in quite different ways. 

Developing and studying new 
topicss 
INED’s Survey and Polling Department is 
involved in the design and methodological 
preparation of many survey projects 
conducted by the Institute’s different 
research units. 

In 2017, most of the department’s activity 
was concentrated on a dozen surveys 
either under way or in the design process, 
including the Cystic Fibrosis, Family and 
Society survey, for which inclusion-phase 
data collection began in April 2017; the My 
Neighbourhood, My Neighbours survey, 
launched in March 2018; the Virage DOM 
survey (Violence and gender relations in 
France’s overseas departments), for which 
data collection began in January 2018; and 
the End-of-life DOM survey, to be launched 
in September 2018. These last two surveys 
follow INED’s strategic orientation of 
developing demographic and social research 
in the overseas departments. 
The Survey Department’s expertise is crucial 
to the study of new and sensitive subjects, 
examples being neighbourhood relations, 

going abroad for assisted reproduction 
technology, and long-distance families in 
Polynesia. 
The department has also assisted in 
analysing trajectories of individuals in 
marginal socioeconomic positions, notably 
by participating in studies originating in the 
Individual and Conjugal Trajectories (EPIC) 
survey and by collaborating in the study of 
periods of singlehood in conjugal trajectories. 
Another strong component of the Survey 
Department’s activity in 2017 concerned the 
exploitation of recently collected survey data; 
specifically, helping to calculate weighting 
factors for the Homelessness in Semi-rural 
Areas survey, a complement to the INSEE/
INED 2012 Homelessness survey; doing 
weighting and precision calculations for the 
Virage survey; and correcting, anonymizing, 
and analysing qualitative interviews for the 
EPIC project’s singlehood study. 

Every year, INED conducts major surveys and shares the findings with public 
policymakers. The data collected is also made available to the scientific 
community. The Institute is the only one of its kind to have its own survey 
department. 
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Developing innovative survey 
collection methods 
The Survey and Polling Department continued 
to work on innovations in survey data collection 
methods in 2017. It took part in the INSEE task 
force on multimode survey methodologies and 
continued its work on developing methods 
for analysing the Fécond-Multimode survey 
on fertility. It has now turned its attention to 
“snowball” surveys and improving survey 
coverage through a multilingual approach. 

Diffusing and promoting collected 
data
INED continues to follow its policy of 
making survey data available to the scientific 
community. In 2017 and in connection with 
a single Institute survey, this initiative led to 
the publication of 481 articles, book chapters, 
and conference papers. The surveys that 
have generated the most publications are 
the Family and Intergenerational Relations 
study (108 publications), the Trajectories 
and Origins survey (80), and the French 
Longitudinal Study of Children (75). 

I n  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e  S u r v e y s  D e p a r t m e n t 
concentrated its efforts on four segments 
of the Fécond French national survey on 
sexual and reproductive health, working to 
clean and document the databases from 
components conducted in 2010 and 2013. It 
also assisted in diffusing and promoting INED 
survey methodologies by way of papers 
delivered in various networks and specialized 
conferences and talks to different Master’s 
or PhD training networks. And in 2017, 
the department was involved in steering 
and implementing a national training 
policy initiated by the MATE [Methods, 
analyses, fields, surveys]-SHS network and 
focused on questionnaire surveys, and 
participated in the Methods bureau of 
the French sociology association. Last, it 
assembled and made available a number of 
aggregate and contextual databases, such 
as the Generations and Gender Program 
contextual base, the LawsAndFamilies 
Database on “aspects of legal family formats 
for same-sex and different-sex couples”, 
and the developed countries database.  

http://nesstar.ined.fr
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Mon quartier 
mes voisins

« Comment 
se passe 

votre vie de 
quartier? »

« Quelles 
sont vos 

relations de 
voisinage? »

participez à l’étude



From design to final analysis: 
controlling the entire survey 
process

INED’s Statistical Methods Department 
assists in removing any technical difficulties 
in using existing data. 

Multilevel analysis, textual analysis, mapping 
– INED researchers and research technicians 
are trained to use a considerable number of 
techniques, particularly statistical ones. Their 
high level of competence is widely diffused 
through in-house and outside seminars and 
training sessions. In 2017, nine training 
sessions and three meetings of the Applied 
Statistics group were held at INED; four 
sessions of the R for use in the social sciences 
(RUSS) seminar were held at the EHESS and 
the University of Paris VII. Training sessions 
were also conducted as part of Master’s 
programmes at the Universities of Amiens, 
Marseille, and Paris 5, at the ENSAI school 
of engineering, and at the INSEE-CEPE 
continuing education programme. 

Big data processing and data 
visualization

All the above-cited expertise is applied 
to complex subjects and innovations. For 
instance, in 2017 the Institute’s Statistical 
Methods Department worked on different 
projects involving big data processing and 
data visualization, thereby contributing 
to the Big_Stat project on the use of data 
from administrative sources in demographic 
research, and it continued to be active in 
data visualization. Training in the use of 
these techniques was conducted within 
the Institute, and the Applied Statistics 
group discussed this topic at a late 2017 
session. Furthermore, a session of the 
RUSS seminar discussed “web scrapping”, 
collecting data from website content.  

Longitudinal surveys

Following a group of people over time – that 
is, studying them longitudinally – enables 
researchers to gain information that cannot 
be obtained from a one-off survey.
The ELFE child cohort study, co-run by INED, 
INSERM, and the French blood agency, follows 
18,000 children from their birth in 2011 to age 
20. The size and duration of this longitudinal 
survey are exceptional, as is the diversity of the 
approximately 150 researchers and academics 
involved in it and the study’s complexity, as it 
combines sociodemographic data (on the 
child, his/her two parents, the people the child 
spends the most time with), medical data, and 
biological samples (for example, dust samples 
collected in the child’s home). This ambitious 
project is funded by the Investments in the 
Future scheme. Like all INED surveys, it has 
been examined in detail by the CNIL national 
data protection authority. 
In 2017, ELFE study families were interviewed 
once again as their children moved into 
their sixth year. Researchers continue to 
focus on the children’s health, development, 
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and environment. New themes, such as 
relations with other children and parents’ 
upbringing practices, were also taken up in 
the questionnaire. And for the first time, the 
children were heard from directly by way of 
playful computer questionnaires specially 
designed for them. From June to December 
(depending on date of birth), ELFE children 
were asked to play three different games 
involving quite different concerns and contexts, 
enabling researchers to collect entirely new 
types of information on their activities and daily 
lives, their perceptions of justice and injustice, 
and how they see the world of work. 
Reflection is also underway on how to 
question cohort children and their families 
when the children turn 10. 
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In June 2017, INED set up a project follow-up 
committee to support the Survey Department 
and research teams engaged in survey 
projects and ensure that Institute information 
systems keep proper track of those projects. 
The committee meets once a quarter to 
monitor project advancement, assess risks and 
adjustment needs, and define possible choices 
for the Institute’s decision-making authorities. 

INTERVIEW

Claude-Valentin Marie, advisor on the overseas departments
and territories to the INED directorate

What is the aim of the Migrations, Family, and Ageing survey conducted in Mayotte? 
This survey, covering a hefty sample of 3,200 households, is the first of its kind in Mayotte. It 
provides entirely new information on the complexity of the sociodemographic changes at work 
there – accelerated migration, strong birth rate, a changing resident population, changes in 
family structures and behaviours, changes in traditional forms of solidarity, scholastic trajectories, 
and youth occupational integration – in a context of marked social precarity. 

What makes this such an ambitious project? 
This survey comes in addition to those already conducted, with INSEE assistance, in 2009–2010 
in Guadeloupe, Martinique, French Guiana, and Reunion, four other overseas departments. The 
first findings from the Mayotte survey were presented in March 2017. The challenge is to bring 
together, in a single operation, analysis of topics covered by distinct surveys in metropolitan 
France and Europe. The aim is to apprehend the complexity of respondents’ life histories while 
highlighting the specificity of each of the territories studied. The project makes two demands: 
to shed new light and acquire new scientific knowledge on all these subjects, and to put forward 
indicators that will be useful in defining and/or evaluating public policies. In the case of Mayotte, 
the survey material has been extremely precious in understanding the events that have been 
shaking up this department for many months now.



HOSTING 
YOUNG RESEARCHERS
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INED invests heavily in training in research 
and through research. Many of its researchers 
and technicians diffuse their knowledge 
and know-how to students at the upper 
undergraduate and Master’s levels and at 
specialized schools, and young researchers 
are hosted every year at the Institute. 

Hosting PhD students: 
active guidance for 
tomorrow’s researchers
At the start of the 2017–2018 academic 
year, 43 PhD students were working at the 
Institute in a stimulating environment where 
they are offered training and support from 
the research units they join in accordance 
with the subject of their dissertations. All 
PhD students have a researcher advisor 
throughout their stay, which may cover 
all or part of their thesis-writing years. 

Seminars are organized for them to present 
their research in progress and the Lundis 
de l’INED Monday meetings offer another 
venue for presenting their research. 
While INED does not confer degrees, it 
is nonetheless part of a doctoral training 
network together with the Universities of 
Bordeaux IV, Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, 
Paris Descartes, Paris Nanterre, and the IRD. 
Approximately 15 INED researchers teach 
in Master’s of Demography programmes 
and related disciplines, and most of the 
10 French tenured professors with chairs 
in demography are INED associated 
researchers. It is therefore quite natural that 
graduate schools should turn to the Institute 
to host their PhD students in demography. 
 
In 2017, seven doctoral students hosted at 
INED successfully defended their dissertations: 

•  Mathilde BAUWIN, who studied gender-
related biases in microloan attribution; 

•  Sandra CONSTANTIN, who studied life 
histories in Beijing, China;  

•  Nancy GONZALEZ SALAZAR, who 
studied the influence of France in the 
development of medical knowledge 
and practices in Rio de la Plata in the 
nineteenth century; 

•  Anne LE BRIS, who studied lone mothers 
in North Africa;

•  Katrin SCHWANITZ, who studied family 
lifestyles from a comparative, transnational 
perspective; 

•  Celio SIERRA-PAYCHA, who studied the 
position of France in migration trajectories 
of Columbians in Europe;  

•  Cécile VENTOLA, who compared French 
and British national health systems in 
connection with male contraceptive 
practices. 

www.ined.fr/en/research/PhD-students/
pdh-students-list/

Every year, young researchers from France and abroad either working on their 
doctoral thesis or who have recently defended it are hosted at INED and take 
part in Institute research studies. In 2017, they numbered over 50. 
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International mobility for students

INED supports PhD student international 
mobility through two channels. The first is 
an iPOPs Laboratory of Excellence mobility 
programme that funds two-week to three-
month research stays in host laboratories 
either inside or outside Europe that may 
involve fieldwork or integration into a 
research team. These stays may be used 
to delve further into an aspect of the thesis 
as part of a comparative study or a study 
focused on the host country or to prepare 
post-thesis projects. In 2017, four iPOPs 
LabEx-affiliated students were granted PhD 
mobility scholarships in Canada, Great Britain, 
and India for stays of one to four months. 
The second channel derives from INED’s 
partnership with the European Doctoral 
School in Demography (EDSD): students 
with a Master’s 2 degree (research emphasis) 
enrolled in their first year of PhD training 
follow a one-year intensive programme in 
demography taught in English at one of 
the network’s member institutions. In the 
2016–2017 academic year, four students 

were selected for funding and took training 
programmes at the Max Planck Institute for 
Demographic Research in Rostock, Germany, 
and the Sapienza in Rome. 

Post-doctoral contracts: a bridge 
between the PhD thesis and new 
research projects
INED offers one- and two-year post-doctoral 
contracts to young French and non-French 
researchers who have demonstrated their 
research skills and presented a high-quality, 
original research project that also must fit into 
the research topics studied at the Institute. 
The contract is to enable them to complete 
their training and to provide them with a 
springboard for developing their academic 
career. Their main activity, then, is to promote 
and build upon their thesis and carry out the 
research project for which they were selected, 
with support from and in collaboration with 
their INED host laboratory. Ten postdocs were 
working at INED in 2017.

THE FRENCH INSTITUTE FOR DEMOGRAPHIC STUDIES

PORTRAIT
Juliette Galonnier 
postdoct at Ined
 

After defending a thesis in sociology 
co-supervised by Sciences Po, Paris, and 
Northwestern University, Chicago, in which I 
compared conversion to Islam in France and 
the United States, I came to INED in October 
2017 on a two-year post-doctoral contract to 
work on an interdisciplinary French research 
agency project called Global Race. With ten 
other researchers, I researched the use of 
racial categories at the state scale, specifically 
in ten countries of North America, South 
America, and Europe. We also worked at 
the transnational scale, concentrating on 
international and regional bodies for the 
defence of fundamental human rights, such 
as the UN. This is highly formative work for 
me, as it requires me to use new research 
methods. In addition to my own research 
studies, which draw on both archives and 
fieldwork, my mission at INED has involved a 
number of coordination tasks. I am in charge 
of organizing the monthly Global Race 
seminar, taking minutes on our collective 
discussions, and providing content for the 
project website.
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As research becomes global, major scientific 
programmes more competitive, and with 
increasing demand for human and social 
science expertise that will guide decision-
makers and help the general  publ ic 
understand the world better, the eleven 
founding members of Campus Condorcet – 
also known as the City of Human and Social 
Sciences – aim to respond collectively to the 
educational, scientific, and digital challenges 
of the twenty-first century. 
Constructed on two sites – one at the 
Porte de la Chapelle in Paris, the other just 
outside Paris in Aubervilliers – the Campus 
will occupy 18.4 acres and ultimately 

receive 8,100 students, 4,800 PhD students, 
some from outside France, 4,200 teacher-
researchers, 900 administrative staff, and 
100 research students, for a total of nearly 
18,000 people. The quality and diversity of 
its scientific workforce will generate top-level 
European- and international-scale research 
groups in the areas of historical, textual, 
territorial, and social sciences as well as a 
French, European, and international hub of 
human and social sciences graduate schools.

INED’s new building

INED’s new headquarters will be part of 
the Aubervilliers international research and 
training hub located at the terminus of the 
Paris metro’s Line 12. The seven-storey 
building will be positioned at the centre 
of the Cours des Humanités, the Campus’s 
north-south axis. Traffic there will be limited 
to pedestrians and bicycles.  
One of the major stages in readying INED for 
the move to Campus Condorcet is of course 
to allocate offices in the new building to the 
Institute’s research units, service departments, 
and directorate. In 2017, the Institute’s 

Campus Condorcet brings together trained and experienced human and social science researchers in the interest 
of diffusing, promoting, and increasing the recognition and influence of French research worldwide. Launched by 
the French state in 2008, this major research hub will enjoy such research facilities as a comprehensive social 
sciences documentation centre (GED) and an interdisciplinary research project centre. INED will move to Campus 
Condorcet in 2019.
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in-house moving committee put forward 
three options for dividing the workspace. The 
proposal selected by the INED directorate 
was then presented to staff, and a micro-
zoning process is now under way.

2017: the cranes appear on the 
horizon
In Summer 2017, the preliminary work of 
depolluting the lot reserved for the new 
comprehensive library and documentation 
cen t re  was  comple ted ,  wh i l e  l and 
consolidation operations of the gypsum-
laden soil ran from March to September.  
At that point, water, utility line installations, 

and land clearing equipment yielded to 
excavators for digging out the foundations 
of the future buildings, including INED’s, 
and the first cranes rose in the sky over 
Aubervilliers.  
By late 2017, the ground floor of the INED 
building, the conference centre, the visiting 
researchers’ residence, the southern research 
building, and the research project centre 
were laid and the first partition walls erected.

THE FRENCH INSTITUTE FOR DEMOGRAPHIC STUDIES

CONSULTING THE 
PERSONNEL ON 
A NAME FOR THE 
COMPREHENSIVE 
LIBRARY AND 
DOCUMENTATION 
CENTER (GED)

From November 13 to 20, all INED person-
nel together with staff of the other member 
institutions were invited to submit name 
proposals for the future comprehensive 
documentation centre. The aim is to find a 
name that effectively reflects the facility’s 
character and the scientific and societal 
issues to be studied there. In 2018, a vote 
will be held for future users to select a 
name from the shortlist.



A POLICY FOR GROWING 
PARTNERSHIPS AND 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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The Institute is involved in multiple national 
and international projects and is a partner 
in most of the wide-ranging European 
population sciences initiatives. Every year, it 
hosts considerable numbers of researchers 
from around the world, facilitates its own 
researchers’ mobility, and is active in 
international networks. 
To coordinate all these actions, INED has a 
Department of International Relations and 
Partnerships (DRIP) that assists researchers 
in strategically responding to French and 
European calls for grant proposals and more 
generally in raising outside funds for research 
projects, setting up new scientific partnerships, 
and hosting colleagues from abroad – a service 
department entirely devoted to researchers 

and to accompanying and guiding them 
through all the aspects of application and 
project design and submission. 

Partnerships of excellence funded 
by the Investments in the Future 
programme
INED runs one laboratory of excellence 
(LabEx) and is a key partner in another 
as well as in two research infrastructures 
of excellence (ÉquipEx). These four core 
projects are funded by the French national 
Investments in the Future programme and 
have endowed population science research 
with powerful new instruments. 

INED is heavily invested in forming partnerships in France and abroad. 
Laboratories and research infrastructures of excellence, partnerships with 
higher education institutions, hosting on secondment, researcher mobility, 
and responses to national and European calls for project proposals are all 
means for the Institute to consolidate its premium position in international 
population sciences research.
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The iPOPs LabEx – Individuals, Populations, 
Societies – is run by INED in partnership 
with the Campus Condorcet and the 
Universities of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, 
Bordeaux, Paris Nanterre, Strasbourg, and 
Paris Descartes. Its purpose is to account 
for and interpret societal changes to 
better apprehend future developments. 
Its scientific policy is to: 
•  support the development of partnerships 
between research laboratories and 
educational institutions specialized in 
population sciences in France and abroad; 

•  strengthen student and young researcher 
t ra in ing  in  demography  and  the 
population sciences as a whole; 

•   ensure the qual i ty,  t ransfer,  and 
promotion of research studies and 
findings, notably through participation in 
and support for scientific conferences and 
seminars; 

•  engage in strategic thinking on how to 
develop partnerships with the economic 
sector.

In 2017, the iPOPs LabEx provided 
both financial and logistic support for 
two conferences aimed to promote 
scientific studies by young iPOPs network 
researchers at the national and international 
levels and help diffuse scientific research:
•  “Births in the global South, births in 
the global North: What convergence?” 
Researchers at this conference, organized 
by the CRESPPA-GTM [Paris Centre for 
Sociological and Political Research – 
Gender, Work, Mobility] of the University 
of Nanterre and El Colegio de México, 
compared findings from research in 
Mexico with studies of other contexts in 
other world regions such as Africa, Asia, 
and Europe. It was the closing activity in 

this international collaborative scientific 
programme.

•  “Gender and contraception: What kinds 
of (r)evolutions?” This conference, jointly 
organized by INED, Sciences Po, and 
Paris Descartes University, provided an 
overview of knowledge on the subject 
and opened new avenues for studying 
the many issues involved in contraceptive 
practices and abortion from a gender 
perspective and one that takes into 
account relations of domination (class, 
race, age, and disability). The point was 
to share knowledge acquired in the 
many disciplines that take an interest in 
contraception, including demography, 
sociology, history, anthropology, political 
science, and epidemiology.

www.ipops.fr/en/ 

IPOPS LABORATORY OF EXCELLENCE
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Run by the Paris School of Economics 
(EEP), the OSE LabEx has three activities: 
teaching, research diffusion and promotion, 
and research into five areas, one of which is 
called “Inequalities and Public Economics” 
and is jointly run by Stéphane Gauthier 
of the Paris-Sorbonne University, Marion 
Leturcq of INED, and Claudia Senik of the 
EEP. Several workshops are organized every 
year to take stock of existing research on 
particular themes, determine the boundaries 
of that research, and collectively imagine 
means of pushing them back with new 
approaches, methods, and data. 
In 2017, INED helped organize two 
theme-based workshop series, the first 
on geographic and urban inequalities and 
the second on economic demography. 
Between 20 and 40 people attended 
– an opportunity for international and 
French senior and junior researchers to 
exchange on topics of common interest. 

Seven INED researchers, including an 
associated researcher, a postdoc and 
four PhD students, took part in the OSE 
LabEx’s Meetings at Aussois, and a 
multidisciplinary research day on “Early 
Childhood Policy” was organized by 
INED’s Lidia Panico and Anne Solaz in 
May 2017. Moreover, the last meeting on 
the intergenerational transfer accounting 
project aimed at introducing the notion 
of age in French national accounting was 
held in November 2017. The researchers 
involved are currently working to build 
upon and diffuse the findings discussed 
at the meeting. 

 www.opening-economics.com 
psed.site.ined.fr 
ctn.site.ined.fr 
journee-uniteco.site.ined.fr/fr/
journee_2017

THE “OSE” LABORATORY OF EXCELLENCE: 
OPENING UP ECONOMICS

 

 
 

PHD TRAINING IN 
DEMOGRAPHY THROUGH 
IPOPS’ RÉSODÉMO 
DEMOGRAPHERS’ 
NETWORK

Jointly run by INED, Paris-Sorbonne 
University, and Paris Nanterre University, 
these training programmes and sessions 
are first and foremost for PhD students 
in demography and students in other 
disciplines whose thesis focuses partially 
on demography. It is open to PhD students 
from all French universities and from 
abroad. The aim is to offer holders of a 
Master’s 2-Research degree the opportunity 
to acquire European or international-
level technical training that can be used 
directly in their thesis work. The training 
programmes are intensive, two-to-five day 
modules recognized by graduate research 
schools in the framework of the European 
Credit Transfer System (ECTS). 
In 2017, Résodémo offered ten such 
programmes, including four new ones, 
taken by a total of 77 students, and, for the 
first time, a summer school programme on 
migrations for students from French (Paris 
and Lyon) and foreign (Italy and Palestine) 
laboratories. 

www.ipops.fr/fr/formation_recrute-
ment/resodemo
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T h e  D i m e - S H S  E q u i p E x  ( D a t a , 
infrastructures, and survey methods 
in the human and social sciences) was 
created to endow France with a new 
structure for collecting, augmenting, 
and diffusing human and social science 
research data. Steered by Science Po’s 
Center for Socio-political Data (CDSP), its 
resources enable researchers to produce 
or reuse data of great methodological 
rigour and quality. 

INED is particularly implicated in the 
quantitative aspect via the ELIPSS 
(Longitudinal Internet Study for Human 
and Social Sciences) panel: the Institute’s 
Survey and Polling Department is active 
in panel recruitment, management, and 
methodology. 
In mid-2016, the panel comprised over 
3,100 respondents, each equipped with a 
touchscreen tablet connected to Internet 

without charge via the cellular phone 
network. Respondents have committed 
to answering surveys for 30 minutes per 
month. 

In 2017, an INED researcher collaborated 
wi th  the beQual i  team to check 
categorization and prepare digitization 
of  interv iews and supplementary 
documents from the couple formation 
qualitative survey, uploaded to the 
beQuali site in October 2017. 

www.sciencespo.fr/dime-shs/

THE DIME-SHS RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE 
OF EXCELLENCE
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INED is a partner of the Institut-
Convergences on migration project 
selected in 2017 through a Ministry 
of Education, Higher Education, and 
Research call for project proposals. Run 
by the CNRS, this Institute will bring 
together nearly 200 scientists working 
on multi-theme research studies such 
as the economic, demographic, and 
environmental dynamics of migration, 
the problems of vulnerability and 
inequality, and questions of integration, 
exclusion, and discrimination.

THE MIGRATIONS 
CONVERGENCES INSTITUTE

The ReCoNai EquipEx, coordinated 
by INED, is designed to set up an 
infrastructure that will enable researchers 
to collect, stock, and diffuse data from the 
ELFE and Epipage 2 cohort studies, the 
latter tracking children born prematurely 
in 2011. 
This project, which INED runs jointly 
with INSERM and the French blood 
agency, obtained from the Investments 
in the Future programme for the 2012–
2019 period. The international jury that 
evaluated it in 2017 recommended 
continuing the scheduled funding to 2019.

Also in 2017, in addition to data collection 
stages specific to the ELFE cohort study, 
ELFE families were asked to participate in 
the follow-up of five-and-a-half-year-old 
children from the Epipage 2 study. Nearly 
600 children underwent the complete 
assessment for children born prematurely, 
and they now constitute a control group.
Moreover, 11 new research projects using 
ELFE study data got underway, and data 
from telephone interviews with parents 
when the children turned 2 and the 24-month 
paediatric consultation were added to the 
platform for accessing ELFE data. 

THE RECONAI EQUIPEX
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Institutional partnerships

INED regularly signs framework agreements 
with other organizations and institutions to 
give concrete form to researchers’ shared 
interest and desire to work together, and 
to establish a framework for collaboration 
and attaining scientific objectives. These 
agreements formalize commitments on 
research, training, and activities to diffuse 
and promote scientific work and findings. 
 
In 2017, INED signed new framework 
agreements with three research centres – 
the Duke Population Research Center (North 
Carolina, USA), the Australian National 

University’s School of Demography, and the 
University of Bari (Italy) – and renewed an 
agreement with the University of Montreal. 
The Institute also signed a partnership with 
CNRS so that its researchers and technicians 
can be hosted there (the reverse was already 
possible). 

At the national level, INED strengthened 
its ties with higher education institutions. 
In addition to its partnerships with the 
university consortia Hésam (Hautes Études 
Sorbonne Arts et Métiers) and Université 
Sorbonne Paris Cité (USPC), it works with 
universities through the iPOPs LabEx, 
which funds a mixed INED-University of 
Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne chair and a 
chair of excellence at the University of 
Bordeaux designed for a researcher working 
both at INED and Bordeaux’s Centre for 
Comparative Study of Labour and Social 
Security (Comptrasec) and held for three 
to five years depending on funding. The 
research focuses on inequalities, factors, 
and implications, particularly in the area of 
health. The Aquitaine regional council is in 
charge of recruiting a postdoc on a three-
year contract. 

INED also has longstanding ties with the 
University of Strasbourg, with which it has 
developed expertise on France’s overseas 
departments and territories. This existing 
arrangement and the need to continue 
increasing knowledge on these parts of the 
country constitute a favourable environment 
for establishing partnerships with France’s 
overseas universities, developing the 
demographic sciences there, and granting 
them an active role in conducting local 
fieldwork. 

Mobility and hosting on 
secondment
Every year, the Institute hosts approximately 
60 researchers from abroad for two weeks 
to three months and, in some cases, a 
sabbatical year. 
According to this arrangement, each INED 
researcher can invite one or several foreign 
researchers and PhD students in the course 
of the year. In 2017, 64 researchers were 
hosted at INED, 15 of their stays funded by 
the DEMOSTAF project.

Also in 2017, two events for academic 
audiences were organized by INED through the 
academic consortiums it belongs to. An INED 
researcher took part in a conference connec-
ted with the University of Colour organized by 
HeSam university consortium, and the Institute 
held a roundtable discussion entitled “Bandes 
Dessinées: a high-risk means of transmitting 
knowledge” as part of the Festival of Ideas, 
piloted by the University Sorbonne Paris Cité 
(USPC) consortium. 
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In the framework of iPOPs, INED also hosts 
teacher-researchers on secondment from 
several LabEx partner universities in order 
to increase the number of thesis supervisors 
familiar with Institute structures and research 
studies and bring together graduate research 
schools interested in population questions. 
Hosted academics are relieved either 
partially or entirely of their teaching duties 
during their stay, leaving them free to 
conduct research or prepare a dossier for 
accreditation to supervise research. Since 
the LabEx was created, INED has hosted 
four teacher-researchers on secondment for 
periods of either six or twelve months. 
INED also supports mobility for its own 
researchers. In 2017, three of them and four 
PhD students were granted funding for stays 
in Australia, Canada, Great Britain, India, 
Senegal, and Thailand. 

Calls for project proposals and 
European affairs
INED’s research studies are partially funded 
by its own budget. But the Institute is also 
eligible for grants from funding agencies 
such as the ANR, public or industrial 
organizations, and European Union research 
grant programmes. 
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THE FRENCH INSTITUTE FOR DEMOGRAPHIC STUDIES

There are two ways to obtain project funding 
or grants: answering calls for proposals in the 
case of the most ambitious programmes, or 
raising funds ad hoc. 
INED has a department dedicated to 
assisting researchers throughout the process 
of applying for research contracts, from 
monitoring calls for project proposals and 
identifying the most relevant to designing 
and organizing projects to final project 
management and contract negotiation. 
In 2017, 22 grant proposals were submitted 
in response to French calls for research; 11 
were selected and 4 are being evaluated. 
Meanwhile, ad hoc funding was obtained 
from three sources for the Virage DOM 
survey, the Trajectories and Origins 2 survey, 
and the “Demographic dividend and fertility 
trends in sub-Saharan Africa” conference.  
As a major player in demographic research in 
Europe, INED encourages its researchers to 
answer European calls for project proposals 
and supports those who apply for European 
Research Council (ERC) grants. In 2017, INED 
continued as ever to answer European calls for 
projects, submitting nine proposals, of which 
two were selected, in connection with the 
Global Age Patterns of Under-Five Mortality 
project and the Cross Migration project. 

INTERVIEW
Audrey Lenoël
   post-doct at Ined

What can you tell us about the TEMPER project?

TEMPER, which stands for Temporary versus Permanent Migration, is a European Union 
project funded by the Seventh Framework Programme and coordinated by Spain’s Consejo 
Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (CSIC). It focuses on circular migration, a type of 
migration management that involves migrants moving back and forth between two 
countries, aiming to provide empirical knowledge on the different ways migrants circulate. 
INED is involved in different segments of the project, including the development of a coded 
database on migration policies (ImPol); conducting interviews in France with seasonal farm 
labour migrants; coordinating an Internet survey of students and teacher-researchers living 
in France, Spain, and Great Britain (the AIMS survey), and, in late 2017, conducting a survey 
in Senegal on the causes and effects of return migration while the same survey was being 
conducted in Argentina, Romania, and Ukraine).
By having respondents fill out questionnaires on touchscreen tablets, we were able to 
assemble a database shortly after the fieldwork was finished and begin the analysis quite 
quickly. The first findings will be available in Summer 2018, and more detailed analyses 
will follow.

www.temperproject.eu/enquete-senegal
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GENERAL SECRETARIAT

Management Control
Alice Nguyen
Budget
Marc Girard
Legal
Nancy Grynszpan
Facilities, Logistics, Health, and Safety 
David Chaussé
Human Resources
Marc Szuszkin

ORGANIZATION CHART 
ON MAY 31, 2017

RESEARCH TEAMS

Fertility, Family, and Sexuality 
Arnaud Régnier-Loilier
Demography, Gender, and Society
Michel Bozon, Stéphanie Condon
Mortality, Health, and Epidemiology
Aline Désesquelles, Sophie Le Coeur
Mobility, Housing, and Social Networks
Anne Lambert, Loïc Trabut
International Migrations and Minorities
Cris Beauchemin
Economic Demography 
Benoit Rapoport, Delphine Remillon
History and Populations: 
Lionel Kesztenbaum, Christine Théré
Identities and Territories 
France Guérin-Pace
Demography of Southern Populations
Geraldine Duthe, Véronique Hertrich
Joint Research Unit INED-INSERM-EFS:  
ELFE Child Cohort Study
Marie-Aline Charles
ERL INED-INSERM-PARIS Xl-UVSQ: 
Sexual and Reproductive Health and 
Rights
Elise de La Rochebrochard, Virginie Ringa
Life-event History and Multilevel 
Analysis Research Group
Eva Lelièvre
International Perspectives Research 
Group : 
Lidia Panico, Virginie Rozée
Old Age and Ageing Research Group
Carole Bonnet

EDITORIAL BOARDS

Population
Aline Desesquelles, Olivia Samuel,  
Anne Solaz
Population and Societies
Gilles Pison
INED Collections
Alain Blum and Eva Lelièvre
Website
Marion Leturcq

DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, SUPPORT 
SERVICE DEPARTMENTS

International Affairs and Partnerships
William Molmy
Communication 
Mathilde Charpentier
IT and Information Systems
Yann Périn
Surveys 
Gwennaëlle Brilhault
Statistical Methods
Arnaud Bringé
Library, Documentation, and Archives
François-Xavier Pelegrin
Publications
Agnès Belbezet  
Doctoral and Post-doctoral Affairs
France Guérin-Pace
Analysis and Follow-up of Scientific 
Activities   
Bénédicte Garnier and Sophie Pennec
«Les lundis de l’Ined» Seminar
Léonard Moulin

ACCOUNTS AND FINANCE

Nicole Théodose

DATA PROTECTION DELEGATE AND 
PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCESS 
TO ADMINISTRATIVE DOCUMENTS

Nancy Grynszpan

ADVISOR FOR SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY 

Henri Léridon
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SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL
CHAIR: GUSTAVO DE SANTIS

DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR RESEARCH 
ARIANE PAILHÉ

BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION
CHAIR: JEAN-RICHARD CYTERMANN

DIRECTOR
MAGDA TOMASINI

EVALUATION COMMITTEE
CHAIR: PATRICK HEUVELINE

GENERAL SECRETARY 
MURIEL POCHARD
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BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION
In addition to approving the INED budget, 
the Board of Administration ensures that the 
Institute’s activities are consistent with the 
two documents prepared by the supervisory 
authorities and approved by INED: Strategic 
orientations and the Contract of Objectives. 
The Board is also consulted on strategy issues 
concerning the Institute. On May 31, 2017, it 
was composed as follows:

De jure members
Chair: Jean-Richard Cytermann
•  Jean-Marc Aubert, Director of Research, 

Studies, Evaluation, and Statistics (DREES), 
Ministry of Social Affairs 

•  Jean-Louis Lheritier (alternate), Head of 
Department, Assistant Director of the DREES, 
Ministry of Social Affairs 

•  Romain Roussel, Assistant Director of Sub-
Directorate for Overviews, Economic Studies, 
and Evaluation, Ministry of Social Affairs

•  Valérie Ulrich (alternate), Head, MIRE, Ministry 
of Social Affairs

•  Jacques Dubucs, Vice-Chair, Scientific Director, 
Humanities and Social Sciences, Directorate-
General for Research and Innovation, Ministry 
in charge of Research

•  Laurence Pinson (alternate), Head, Department 
for steering support and regulation, Directorate-
General of Research and Innovation

•  Pierre-Antoine Molina, Director-General of 
Foreigners in France, Ministry of the Interior

•  Marie-Hélène Amiel (alternate), Head, 
Department of Statistics, Studies and 
Documentation, Ministry of the Interior

•  Isabelle Kabla-Langlois, Assistant Head, 
Information and Statistics Systems, DGESIP, 
Ministry of Research

•  Marc Filser (alternate), Scientific Advisor, 
Directorate-General for Higher Education 
and Labour Market Integration, Ministry of 
Research

•  Jean-Luc Tavernier, Director-General, National 
Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies 
(INSEE)

•  Sylvie Lagarde (alternate), Director, 
Methodology and statistical and international 
coordination, INSEE

•  Jean-Philippe Vinquant, Director-General for 
Social Cohesion, Ministry of Social Affairs 

•  Isabelle Grimault (alternate), Assistant Director 
for Childhood and the Family, Ministry of 
Social Affairs

Representatives of users of INED research (unions, 
professional organizations, and associations) 
•  Valérie Lamoot, Advisor on Union Activities, 

General Confederation of Labour (CGT)
•  Anne Lavigne, Head of Studies at the Advisory 

Council on Pensions
•  Guillemette Leneveu, Director-General, 

National Union of Family Associations 
•  Denis Raynaud, Director, Institute for Research 

and Information in Health Economics (IRDES)

Members selected for their expertise in 
population studies and related disciplines 
•  Thomas Barnay, Professor, University of Paris-

Est, Créteil 
•  Virginie de Luca Barrusse, Director, 

Demography Institute, University of Paris I 
Panthéon-Sorbonne 

•  Jean-François Giret, Director, Institute 
for Research on Education, University of 
Bourgogne 

Staff representatives
•  Isabelle Attané 
•  Catherine Guével 
•  Yann Périn 
•  Loïc Trabut 
•  Karine Wigdorowicz 

SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL ON MAY 31, 2018
The Scientific Council evaluates INED’s scien-
tific directions and issues a consultative opi-
nion on the Institute’s policies and any other 
matter related to scientific activities, as well 
as on the profiles of applicants for researcher 
positions. It is made up of four members 
groups and was composed as follows on May 
31, 2018:

Appointed members
Chair: Gustavo de Santis, University of Florence
•  Hania Zlotnik, Vice-Chair, former Director, UN 

Population Division
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•  Christophe Bergouignan, Professor of 
Demography, University of Bordeaux

•  Laura Bernardi, Professor of Sociology and 
Demography, University of Lausanne

•  Anna Cabré, Professor of Human Geography, 
Autonomous University of Barcelona

•  Pierre Chauvin, Research Director, INSERM
•  Agnès Gramain, Professor of Economics, 

University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne 
•  Koffi N’Guessan, Director, Institut national 

polytechnique Félix Houphouët-Boigny, 
Yamassoukro, Ivory Coast

Members representing research and statistical 
organizations
•  Patrick Aubert, Assistant Director, Observatory 

of Solidarity, DREES
•  Hervé Bouhlol, Senior Economist, OECD
•  Paul Dourgnon, Research Director, IRDES
•  Marie Reynaud, Director, Demographic 

Studies Unit, INSEE

Members representing users of INED research
•  Cédric Afsa, Assistant Director of Statistical 

Reports, Directorate of Evaluation, 
Prospective Studies and Performance (DEPP)

•  Pascale Breuil-Genier, Director, Statistics, 
Prospective Studies and Research, National 
Pension Fund (CNAV)

•  Sandrine Dauphin, Department for Research 
Activities, National Family Allowance Fund 
(CNAF)

•  Lucie Gonzales, Economist and Statistician, 
Secretary-General, High Council on the Family

Members elected by INED staff
• Catherine Daurèle, Research Support Officer
• Géraldine Duthé, Researcher
• Arnaud Régnier-Loilier, Researcher
• Christine Théré, Research Director

EVALUATION COMMITTEE on May 31, 2018

INED’s Evaluation Committee, composed of 
equal numbers of external and internal experts, 
evaluates researchers and screens researcher 
candidates for recruitment and promotion.

Appointed members
Chair: Patrick Hueveline, Professor of Sociology, 
International Institute, University of California at 
Los Angeles (UCLA.
•  Philippe Bocquier, Professor, Demography 

Research Center, Catholic University of 
Louvain

•  Jean-Michel Decroly, Professor, Free University 
of Brussels (ULB)

•  Séverine Gojard, Director, National Institute 
for Agronomic Research (INRA)

•  Arnaud Lefranc, Professor of Economics, 
University of Cergy-Pontoise 

•  Sara Randall, Professor of Anthropology, 
University College, London (UCL) 

Elected members
• Fabrice Cahen, Researcher
• Emmanuelle Cambois, Research Director
• Anne Lambert, Researcher
• France Meslé, Research Director
• Delphine Remillon, Researcher
• Laurent Toulemon, Research Director

ETHICS COMMITTEE on May 31, 2018

INED staff members
•  Gil Bellis, Researcher
•  Michel Bozon, Research Director
•  Sophie Le Cœur, Research Director
•  Claude-Valent in Marie,  Advisor on 

International Migrations and Overseas 
Departments and Territories

•  Sophie Pennec, Research Director
•  Xavier Thierry, Researcher

Outside members
•  Janine Barbot, Researcher, INSERM
•  Hélène Bretin, Associate Professor, University 

Paris 13
•  Jean-Pierre Le Gléau, Inspector-General, 

INSEE
•  Séverine Mathieu, Research Director, École 

Pratique des Hautes Études
•  Mireille Razafindrakoto, Researcher, Institute 

for Research on Development (IRD)
•  Claudine Sauvain-Dugerdil, Professor, 

University of Geneva (EHESP) 
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KEY FIGURES

250
STAFF MEMBERS

54
TENURED RESEARCHERS

11
RESEARCH UNITS, 

INCLUDING 
TWO MIXED UNITS

860
SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS 

AND CONFERENCE PAPERS

101
PERMANENT 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
STAFF AND 

TECHNICIANS
35

CORE PROJECTS

64
GUEST RESEARCHERS 

FROM ABROAD HOSTED

40
PhD STUDENTS 

HOSTED

10
POSTDOCS HOSTED

7
RESEARCH SUPPORT 

DEPARTMENTS

45
ASSOCIATED 

RESEARCHERS



FOLLOW INED ACTUALITIES

RECEIVE INED NEWS AND EVENTS 
ANNOUNCEMENTS IN YOUR INBOX

InedActu 
Sign up for INED’s monthly newsletter

https://www.ined.fr/en/newsletter 

Population & Societies
Receive a publication alert as soon as the bulletin goes online
https://www.ined.fr/en/publications/population-and-societies  

ON THE INED WEBSITE

www.ined.fr/en

VIA SOCIAL MEDIA
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