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Coverage
Data include deaths from Covid-19 infection occurred in hospitals or elsewhere during the last
24 hours by date of report, sex and age. The official statistics of the Republic of Moldova does
not include death and population counts since 1997 for Transnistria region. Although data on
deaths from COVID-19 infection for Transnistria are published by the MHLSP, it is excluded from
the database due to the absence of population counts by sex and age. On December 23, the total
number of deaths from COVID-19 infection registered in Transnistria was 8% of the total of
COVID-19 deaths registered in Moldova (227 out of 2825 deaths).

Data collection method
The definition of death from COVID-19 approved by the MHLSP of the Republic of Moldova [1]
corresponds to the definition recommended by WHO. According to it, “a death due to COVID-19
is defined for surveillance purposes as a death resulting from a clinically compatible illness, in a
suspected or confirmed COVID-19 case, unless there is a clear alternative cause of death that
cannot be related to COVID disease (e.g. trauma). There should be no period of complete
recovery from COVID-19 between illness and death” [2].
The MHLSP approved the following ICD-10 codes to codify deaths from COVID-19 infection [3].
U07.1 – COVID-19, virus identified
U07.2 – COVID-19, virus unidentified
MHLSP publishes only the laboratory confirmed COVID-19 deaths. Medical institutions (hospitals
if a patient with confirmed COVID-19 infection died in hospital or primary health care institutions
if a patient with confirmed COVID-19 infection died at home) notify the National Agency for
Public Health about the confirmed COVID-19 deaths [4].
Collected data
MHLSP publishes daily death records notified to the National Agency for Public Health during
the last 24 hours with the indication of the serial number of death (starting from death 42 on 15
April 2020), age in complete years, sex, region, name of the medical institution where the case
of death was registered, date of hospitalization or transfer to another hospital and concomitant
diseases. If a deceased person belonged to a medical personal, his/her name, age and the place
of work are usually indicated. Since 11 November 2020, MHLSP stopped publishing the date of
hospitalization or transfer to another hospital.

On 23 December 2020, 98% of deaths from COVID-19 was registered as occurred in hospitals.
Less than 1% of deaths was registered at home due to patient’s refusal of hospitalization as
indicated in daily MHLSP report. Finally, the place of death is not indicated for 1% of deaths.
Most of these deaths were registered before 15 April 2020, when the outline of the
epidemiological situation report was not fixed and the medical institution where the case of
death occurred was not mentioned. For deaths registered in Transnistria, the place of death is
not indicated.

Periodicity and countdown stop time
Since 4 August 2020, the MHLSP has been publishing the epidemiological situation report daily
at 17.00 (the time of publication is not exact and may vary). Before that date, the MHLSP
published the epidemiological situation report twice per day.

Further information
We have saved the daily epidemiological report issued by the MHLSP as pdf file for each day
when COVID-19 deaths were registered starting from March 18 2020. In the excel data file we
provide links to the webpages where the report was published. Before August 4 2020, two
epidemiological reports are presented for each day (see periodicity and countdown stop time).
Death records may be included in the first or in the second or in both reports. For certain death
records registered in April Facebook announcements issued by the MHLSP are presented.
The example of the daily epidemiological report issued by the MHLSP on December 19 2020 is
shown in Annex 1.
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Annex 1: An example of data circuit published daily by the Ministry of Health, Labour
and Social Protection of the Republic of Moldova (19/12/2020).

Source: https://msmps.gov.md/comunicare/comunicate/1218-cazuri-de-covid-19-inregistratein-ultimele-24-ore/

