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INED: A KEY PLAYER  
IN POPULATION

SCIENCE RESEARCH

Like France’s National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), 

the National Institute of Health and Medical Research 

(INSERM), the National Research Institute for Agriculture, 

Food, and Environment (INRAE), and Research Institute for 

Development (IRD), the French Institute for Demographic 

Studies, or INED, is a Public Scientific and Technical Research 

Establishment. Administratively attached to both the research 

and social affairs ministries, INED fosters interdisciplinary col-

laboration, conducts numerous European and international 

research projects, and develops partnerships with universities 

and research organizations in France and abroad, as well as 

with large corporations, with whom INED develops research 

and knowledge-transfer activities.

Analysis of demographic phenomena is dynamic and 

constantly being renewed: new themes are studied, new 

sources used, and new methods developed. INED’s work is 

recognized for the originality of its approach and fields of 

research. INED’s resolutely multidisciplinary approach is the key 

to improving our understanding of the changes taking place 

within populations and societies.

With its 56 tenured researchers, 40 associated researchers, over 

80 doctoral students and postdocs, and other non-French 

researchers hosted each year, INED is the largest European 

institute in the field and constitutes a massive potential for 

research in demographic sciences.
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Message from  
the Director
Magda Tomasini
Director of the French Institute for Demographic Studies

Message from  
the Chair
Pierre-Cyrille Hautcœur 
Chair of INED’s Board of Administration

The year 2021 was, once again, impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. However, we were again able to adapt 
as a group, continue with our research work, and initiate new projects. Our achievements bear witness to INED’s 
flexibility and reactivity despite the difficulties we have faced.

INED’s scientific activity has again been intense, with numerous publications, the launch of new research projects, 
the development of new large-scale surveys, and successful applications for many national and international 
project funding awards. We celebrated the 10th birthday of the ELFE Cohort children with a research day at the 
Campus Condorcet in summer 2021; I really hope INED is able to keep studying these children for at least another 
10 years, to continue this extraordinary scientific adventure.

The LifeObs project, winner of funding through the Key Research Equipment (EquipEx+) programme and run by 
INED in partnership with other institutions, was launched in November 2021. The impact on scientific production is 
already noticeable, with various survey projects focused on INED’s research questions and its mission to unders-
tand contemporary demographic phenomena. This new infrastructure will enable France to maintain its leading 
role in international survey programmes and will serve as a reference for research, public policies, the media, and 
civil society.

In the area of science for and with society, we have achieved important progress, consistent with the new strategic 
orientations of the Contract on Objectives and Performance 2021–2025. We have worked to disseminate scientific 
culture and method across society still further—to schools, with the Apprentice Researchers project, and to the 
public, such as through our participation in the 30th French Science Fair. We have built up our links with scientific 
mediation professionals, resulting in new and fruitful collaborations.

Against a background of increasing scepticism towards scientific information, as evidenced by the debates sur-
rounding the COVID-19 pandemic, I profoundly believe that the dialogue between science, research, and society 
is critical to the future of our democracy. It is therefore vital that INED’s research projects continue to help inform 
society from a completely independent position.
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As Chair of the Board of Administration for more than a year now, I have been able to appreciate the quality of 
the research being done by INED’s researchers, which, along with its publications and its success in obtaining 
funding awards, bears witness to the collective excellence of the Institute. Through its research production in 
accordance with international standards of science-based assessment and ethics, INED maintains a disciplined 
focus on current population issues and earns its advisory role in public policy-making.

In 2021, the Board of Administration adopted a new Contract on Objectives and Performance between INED and 
its supervising ministries to be signed in early 2022. To maintain quality and improve the visibility of its work both 
in France and abroad, the Institute has launched various new and innovative projects, consistent with its new 
strategic orientations.

INED’s national and international strategy is consolidated through our continuing partnership policy, which has 
resulted in the signature of three framework agreements: with École des hautes études en sciences sociales, Max 
Planck Institute, University of California–Berkeley, and the Institute of Population and Social Security Research, Japan. 
We are also continuing to lead and organize population science research through the graduate research schools 
that we partner with and our iPOPs LabEx.

One of the major innovations of this contract is that it clearly identifies a strong focus on European and French 
policies on open science. INED has long been committed to this approach, and in 2021 it launched new initiatives 
to promote the free circulation of knowledge and to make it accessible. A great deal of work has been done by the 
Publications Department to populate the Institute’s OpenEdition platform. In parallel, access to the data relating 
to publications is now possible through the Nakala repository, and the alternative scientific publication project, 
European Memories of the Gulag, won the National Fund for Open Science’s second call for project proposals. 
All these projects, along with its significant work on the opening-up of data, reflect INED’s position at the front line 
of the open-science movement.

I am delighted by INED’s constant dynamism, and I am convinced that the full development of the Campus 
Condorcet will only nourish this further, allowing its staff members to thrive still more and boosting the visibility of 
its work throughout the world.



KEY  
EVENTS OF

2021

14 JANUARY 
Bookstore release of Violences et rapports de genre

25 JANUARY 
French launch of ImagineEuro survey  
on childbirth during the pandemic

17–18 MARCH
Start of SAPRIS–ELFE survey data collection 
on the impact of lockdown on children

20 APRIL
INED participates in EU-funded COORDINATE 

project on child well-being

23 APRIL
French Court of Auditors and INED sign 
a research agreement on child health 

6 MAY
Publication of Précarités en eau. 

Un état des lieux en Europe 

15 APRIL
INED signs a scientific collaboration agreement 
with the Max Planck Institute and University 
of California–Berkeley for the Human 
Mortality Database project

1 MARCH
Population’s Young Author Prize is 

awarded to Catalina Torres

31 MAY
Publication of Un panel français. L’Étude 

longitudinale par Internet pour les 
sciences sociales (Elipss)

30 JUNE 
INED partners with two research infrastructures 
registered with the ESFRI Roadmap 2021: 

GGP and GUIDE Eurocohort

17 SEPTEMBER 
Research day: ‘Migration in Overseas France’ at 

the National Museum of Immigration History

23 OCTOBER
INED renews its collaboration with 

IPSS, the Institute of Population and 
Social Security Research, Japan

15–16 NOVEMBER
3rd conference on publishing in the social 
sciences, organized by EHESS and INED

16 DECEMBER
Launch of the LifeObs project, winner of Key 
Research Equipment (EquipEx+) funding

27–28 OCTOBER
Symposium presenting the results of the  

My Neighbourhood, My Neighbours survey

23 SEPTEMBER
Release of Procréation et imaginaires collectifs. 

Fictions, mythes et représentations de la PMA
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2 JULY
The ELFE cohort celebrates  

10 years with a research day
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Scientific activity at INED is structured around five 
axes that determine its research priorities: Crises and 
Populations: Disruption, Continuity and Transformations; 

Observations and Measurements: Critical and Historical 
Perspectives; Living Life: Choices, Opportunities, and 
Limitations at Different Stages of Life; Population Health: 
Are Advances Evenly Distributed? and Space, Mobility, and 
Migration: Individual Trajectories and Public Policies. 

RESEARCH 
IN 
2021
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RESEARCH IN 
FIGURES FOR 2021

628 SCIENTIFIC 
PUBLICATIONS CITING 
SURVEYS PRODUCED  

BY INED

128 ARTICLES 
PUBLISHED IN 

JOURNALS INCLUDED 
IN CITATION AND 

REFERENCE INDEXES

186 SCIENTIFIC 
PUBLICATIONS 
PUBLISHED IN 

ARCHINED, INED’S 
OPEN-ACCESS 

ARCHIVE

250 SURVEYS 
CARRIED OUT SINCE 

INED’S CREATION

499 SCIENTIFIC 
PUBLICATIONS IN 

COLLABORATION WITH 
RESEARCHERS FROM 
OTHER INSTITUTIONS, 
INCLUDING 215 FROM 

FOREIGN INSTITUTIONS

29 RESPONSES TO 
CALLS FOR PROJECT 

PROPOSALS SUBMITTED, 
23 OF WHICH FOR FRENCH

AGENCIES

64% SUCCESS RATE 
FOR PROJECT PROPOSALS

INED RESEARCHERS 
SAT ON 40 EXTERNAL 
SCIENTIFIC COUNCILS
AND WERE MEMBERS 
OF 29 DOCTORAL AND 

RESEARCH SUPERVISOR 
REVIEW BOARDS

165 SCIENTIFIC 
PAPERS

6 THESES DEFENDED

5 PRIZES AWARDED  
TO JUNIOR 

RESEARCHERS FOR 
THEIR SCIENTIFIC WORK
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LARGE-SCALE RESEARCH
SURVEYS

One of INED’s key strengths is its capacity 
to conduct large-scale research surveys.
Renowned both in France and internationally 
for their complex and innovative nature, 
these surveys produce original data on often 
sensitive topics and are valuable materials 
for research and public policy-making.

Sans fr�tières
AMP CROSS-BORDER 

REPRODUCTIVE CARE
Although the bioethics law 

in France was revised in June 2021, 
French legislation on medically assisted 
reproduction (assistance médicale à 
la procréation, or AMP) remains more 
restrictive than that of other European 
countries, and the use of cross-border 
reproductive care is likely to persist. Who 
is seeking assisted reproduction? Why? 
Are they seeking medical assistance 
or using alternative techniques? And 
in France or abroad? To answer the 
many questions associated with these 
practices as accurately as possible, the 
cross-border reproductive care survey 
(AMP sans frontières) was launched in 
October 2021. It aims to explore and 
analyse the use of reproductive assis-
tance and to provide essential statistics 
to inform future discussions on medi-
cally assisted reproduction (MAR). It 
will highlight any incompatibilities and 
inconsistencies between the possibili-
ties and realities of MAR in France. This 
survey will explore how many people 
are using MAR outside the framework 
of the French legal and medical sys-
tems, as well as examining the paths 
they take. These questions will be 
approached from a broad perspective, 
considering not only cross-border care 
but all care provided in France outside 
the medical system, about which little 
information is available, such as the ille-
gal use of surrogacy arranged via the 

internet, or home insemination, poten-
tially with sperm imported from abroad.

https://amp-sans-frontieres.site.ined.fr

ELFE  ESURVEY AT 
AGE 10 ½

The French Longitudinal Study on 
Children (ELFE) is the first nationwide 
scientific study devoted to the fol-
low-up of children from birth to adul-
thood, addressing the multiple aspects 
of their lives from a social science, 
health, and environmental perspec-
tive. Through regular follow-up of this 
cohort of 18,000 children born in 2011, 
it allows a better understanding of how 
children’s environment, family contact 
circle, school setting, and living condi-
tions can influence their development, 
health, and socialization.
In December 2021, a major new stage 
began for the children of the ELFE study 
at age 10½. This new survey will allow 
further exploration of a range of factors 
(family, social, environmental, school, 
etc.) and provide new information 
on each child’s physical, motor, and 
cognitive development, their state of 
health, and their relationships with 
others before they enter adolescence 
In an interview at home, the children 
will be questioned directly about their 
daily lives, their aspirations, and their 

relationships with others. Their height, 
weight, and respiratory function will be 
measured, and their physical, motor, 
and cognitive skills will be explored  
by asking them to perform a few 
exercises and play a few logic and 
word-recognition games. They will 
also be asked to undergo biological 
sampling for biomarkers associated 
with their exposure to certain pollutants.

�https://www.elfe-france.fr/en/
teachers-section/10-year-survey

ENVIE  SURVEY ON 
THE EMOTIONAL LIVES 
OF YOUNG ADULTS

The ENVIE survey comes at a time of 
profound changes to the way in which 
young people are living. It looks at the 
new ways in which people enter emotio-
nal and sexual relationships, including 
the diversity of the intimate relations 
between young adults. The postpone-
ment of long-term partnering has led to 
a period known as ‘sexual youth’, during 
which women and men have multiple 
relationships of varying duration. At the 
same time, we are seeing the politici-
zation of sexual issues, the increased 
visibility of same-sex sexualities, the 
diversification of gender identities, and 
the emergence of new digital practices 
such as online dating and new types of 
pornography. The purpose of this quan-
titative survey on the emotional and 
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sexual lives of young adults in France 
is to capture these new realities and 
update our knowledge on the subject; 
the last survey on this topic was conduc-
ted in the 1990s.
Supported by the French Research 
Agency, the ENVIE survey was designed 
by a team composed of researchers 
and research engineers from INED, 
INJEP, CNRS, and the French public 
health agency. The first testing of the 
questionnaire was done. in 2021 with 
the Ipsos Institute, and collection of the 
proper survey data will begin in 2023 
via telephone in a sample of 10,000 
individuals ages 18–29, randomly selec-
ted by automatic generation of mobile 
telephone numbers. 

ERFI 2 – GGP
ERFI 2 is part of the international 
Generations and Gender Programme 
(GGP). Launched by the UN Economic 
Commission for Europe in the early 
2000s, an initial set of surveys were 
conducted in around 20 countries, 
including France. Since then, the rela-
tionships within families, partners, and 
generations have continued to evolve. 
Blended families are more common. 
Young people study for longer and have 
difficulties finding work and housing. 
With the rise in life expectancy, people 
more frequently find themselves having 
to care for a dependent older person. 

Lastly, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
brought upheaval to the lives of many.
To gain a better understanding of these 
changes, INED is conducting a new sur-
vey, with the help of the Ipsos Institute, 
among 3,200 women and men aged 
18–79 in mainland France.
This study will help us to understand 
the complexity of family life at this time 
and how people experience the various 
stages of their life. The results of scientific 
research will inform public debate on 
issues such as work–life balance, relations 
between generations, and gender equa-
lity. The survey aims to describe family 
situations in all their diversity, including 
relationships between parents, children, 
grandchildren, and stepchildren.

https://erfi2.site.ined.fr

EUROCOHORT – GUIDE 
Ensuring the well-being of children 
and young people is a major global 
challenge. It is one of the UN’s sustai-
nable development goals, and the 
European Union has announced 
the creation of a European Child 
Guarantee to ensure that ‘every child in 
Europe at risk of poverty or social exclu-
sion has access to the most basic of 
rights like healthcare and education’.
Coordinated by Manchester Metro-
politan University and the Geary 

Institute at University College Dublin, the 
COORDINATE project has received fun-
ding from the European Commission’s 
Horizon 2020 programme. It brings 
together 22 partners, including INED, 
from 14 countries, with the aim of 
creating a community of researchers 
working to improve the well-being of 
children and to provide public policy-
makers with high-quality survey data.
The GUIDE survey (Growing Up In Digital 
Europe)/EuroCohort is the first compa-
rative birth-cohort study—one cohort 
of newborns and one cohort of 8-year-
olds—on child well-being in Europe. It 
is an important source of longitudinal 
data to support the development of 
social policies in order to improve the 
well-being of children, young people, 
and their families across Europe. It will 
continue until 2025, and a preparatory 

phase consisting of a pilot survey will 
take place in four countries (Croatia, 
Finland, France, and Ireland) in 2023. 
INED is conducting the French part of 
the survey. In 2021, it was involved in 
the design of the questionnaires and 
guides for the cognitive interviews with 
children and their parents, and started 
to conduct these interviews.

https://eurocohort.site.ined.fr/en/home
VIVRE EN PRISON, 

ET APRÈS ?

Questionnaire ANONYME
recueilli par une équipe de 

recherche de l’Institut National  
d’Études Démographiques

B

Du 22 au 26 novembre
Participez à une étude sur  

les conditions de vie en prison

et la préparation de la sortie

VOTRE AVIS ET  

VOTRE EXPÉRIENCE
NOUS INTÉRESSENT !

 ExPReSS, Experiences 
of Prison and Social 
Reintegration of 
Released Prisoners

For 20 years, the increase in the num-
ber of people in prison has coincided 
with an increase in the number of 
released prisoners. The public statistics 
published by the Ministry of Justice 
mainly describe the characteristics of 
the incarcerated population. Given 
the differing durations of detention, 
the population of released prisoners 
presents very different characteristics 
from those of the population of prison 
inmates at any given date. It is also the 
target population for any study aiming 
to assess the ability of former detainees 
to reintegrate into society.
The ExPReSS survey is a multi-thematic 
quantitative survey of 500 prisoners 
conducted just a few days prior to 
their release. It captures the various 
experiences of imprisonment and their 
impact on individuals, and allows us 

to assess prisoners’ social, administra-
tive, economic, health, and legal situa-
tions, and to describe the conditions in 
which they will be released. It will also 
allow the collection of prospective 
information about what awaits these 
individuals upon release. One ques-
tionnaire module is dedicated to the 
collection of information on how the 
individual has prepared for finding a 
job and accommodation, and what 
steps they have taken to retrieve their 
rights upon release. The survey results 
will contribute to public authority ana-
lysis of what could be done to facilitate
reintegration and, consequently, 
reduce the likelihood of reoffending. 
The first testing of the questionnaire 
took place in 2021 in the men’s pri-
son within the Centre pénitentiaire de 
Fresnes.

IMAGINE EURO 
Coordinated by the WHO to improve 
the quality of maternal and neonatal 
care within health establishments, the 
IMAgiNE EURO survey is a European 
survey on conditions of childbirth and 
labour during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As part of this, INED has conducted an 
online survey into the organization, 
quality, and resilience of maternal and 
neonatal healthcare services in France. 
The survey was targeted at all women 
who had given birth since March 2020, 
as well as at health professionals.
In total, 21,027 mothers from 12 countries 
across the WHO’s European Region res-
ponded to the questionnaire and provi-
ded information. Their responses reveal 
substantial inequalities in the quality of 
maternal and neonatal care in these 
countries. Initial findings show that 62% 
were not permitted to be accompanied 
by a person of their choice, 42% had 
difficulties attending antenatal appoint-
ments, 31% had received inadequate 
support, 32% deemed the number of 
healthcare professionals ‘insufficient’, 
and 34% reported that health professio-
nals did not always use personal protec-
tive equipment. It was also noted that 
the results of this study were significantly 
worse for women who had a caesarean 
before the start of labour than for those 
who had an active labour, i.e. a vaginal 
birth or an emergency caesarean.
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GUIDE (GROWING UP IN  
DIGITAL EUROPE)/EUROCOHORT,
UNE GRANDE ENQUÊTE 
INTERNATIONALE SUR LE 
BIEN-ÊTRE DES ENFANTS

eurocohort.site.ined.fr

VIVRE EN PRISON, 
ET APRÈS ?

Questionnaire ANONYME
recueilli par une équipe de 

recherche de l’Institut National  
d’Études Démographiques

B

Du 22 au 26 novembre
Participez à une étude sur  

les conditions de vie en prison

et la préparation de la sortie

VOTRE AVIS ET  

VOTRE EXPÉRIENCE
NOUS INTÉRESSENT !

https://eurocohort.site.ined.fr/en/home


IMPACT OF THE 
COVID PANDEMIC

Crises of all kinds (migration, economic, 
social, political, health, and humanitarian) 
have shaken the world over the past decade.
They form the focus of one of 
INED’s key research axes.
Analysis of the consequences of the COVID-
19 pandemic, within France but also from 
a comparative international perspective, 
has given rise to a number of works and 
publications by INED researchers.

For demographers, who are familiar with 
the inertia of demographic phenomena 
and the analysis of long-term transitional 
processes, crises raise the question of the 
disruption and transformations that they 
may cause, and their interaction with 
transitional processes in progress (demo-
graphic and health transitions). These 
crises reveal and amplify inequalities.
The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted 
in an unprecedented need for national 
and international research to provide 
knowledge to inform public policies 
aimed at curbing the pandemic and 
mitigating its consequences. INED has 
mobilized all its areas of expertise and 
its resources to provide answers to the 
many questions raised in relation to the 
impact of the coronavirus on individuals, 
populations, and societies, in France and 
worldwide. This multifaceted crisis has the 
potential to cause lasting changes: pre-
ferences in terms of place of residence, 
working conditions, gender relations, 
intergenerational relationships, etc. INED 
is particularly committed to analysing 
how these changes interact with demo-
graphic events and to looking at the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic within 
longer-term biographical trajectories and 
social contexts.
Using a dedicated online platform 
containing international data on the 
demographic characteristics of deaths  

due to COVID-19 (https://dc-covid.site.
ined.fr/en), created by INED at the start 
of the pandemic, the Institute continued 
and refined its mortality analysis during 
2021, maintaining its international scope, 
by examining the structure of mortality by 
sex and age and relating it to the data 
available on the prevalence of cases. 
The platform now contains data on 22 
countries, most of which are in Europe 
but also include North America (United 
States and Canada) and Asia (Korea 
and Japan).
In 2021, numerous findings were publi-
shed. These findings measured the 
impact of lockdown on various dimen-
sions of family and social life, and on 
resulting social, gender-related, or eth-
noracial inequalities: housing conditions, 
composition of households, distribution 
of domestic and parental tasks, demo-
graphic events, employment and 
forms of work, neighbourhood relations, 
schooling, and child well-being. Various 
new research projects were launched, 
both in-house and in collaboration 
with partners, looking at all stages of 
life and a range of issues: acquisition of 
knowledge, remote working, population 
health, fertility, the quality and resilience 
of maternal and neonatal health ser-
vices, end-of-life and death in nursing 
homes, the relationship between green 
spaces and COVID-19 mortality, etc.

2021: A FEW RESULTS

The spread of COVID-19: from the top 
to the bottom of the social ladder
Historically, in most epidemics, the most 
disadvantaged social classes have 
paid the highest price from the start. 
With COVID-19, the picture is a little 
different; it can be classified as the 
‘first pandemic to have spread largely 
from rich to poor’. It was brought out of 
China by travellers, most of whom were 
members of the elite and upper middle 
classes. In France, one of the first clus-
ters developed in a ski resort, and clus-
ters were also reported on cruise ships 
and at a range of political and religious 
gatherings. Thereafter, the virus spread 
rapidly among the most disadvantaged 
classes, who were heavily exposed to it, 
particularly in front-line jobs. While restric-
tions (social distancing and lockdowns) 
succeeded in containing the impact of 
the pandemic in terms of morbidity and 
mortality, lower classes remained dispro-
portionately affected. Generally spea-
king, higher social categories are more 
inclined to assimilate new knowledge 
about health risks and to implement 
relevant protective measures. 
According to the theory of fundamental 
causes, resources need to be targeted 
at the most vulnerable groups to reduce 
these social inequalities in health.
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Myriam Khlat, Sophie Le Coeur, 2021. 
COVID-19 epidemic: Early shift in the 

socioeconomic profile of the affected population. 
International Journal of Environmental Research 
and Public Health, 18(6), 31–85.

Front-line jobs during lockdown
France was among the European 
countries most affected by COVID-19 
and, among its immigrant population 
—which represents 10% of the total 
population— recorded excess mortality 
rates over twice as high as those 
of French-born inhabitants for the 
months of March and April 2020 (+48% 

vs. +22%). According to available data 
prior to the pandemic, individuals born 
in overseas France and immigrants 
from African countries were more likely 
than the rest of the population to hold 
a front-line job, i.e. a job that had to be 
continued during the lockdown period 
and required employees’ presence in 
the workplace, such as jobs in safety 
and security, street cleaning, and 
healthcare. Women were also more 
likely to have a front-line job. People 
born in regions of overseas France, 
African immigrants, and women may 
therefore have been more exposed to 

the COVID-19 virus than other popu-
lation categories.

Anne Gosselin, Maria Melchior, Diane 
Desprat, François-Xavier Devetter, 

Julie Pannetier, Emmanuel Valat, Sarah Memmi, 
2021. Were immigrants on the frontline during 
the lockdown? Evidence from France. European 
Journal of Public Health, 31(6), 1278–1281.

What impact did the first French 
lockdown have on the well-being of 
children and on relationships within 
households?
The strict lockdown imposed in France  
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on 17 March 2020 to avoid the 
spread of the COVID-19 virus was an 
unprecedented experience for families, 
resulting in the virtually uninterrupted 
presence of parents and children 
at home. The ELFE–SAPRIS study, 
conducted online between April and 
June 2020, collected responses from 
around 5,000 families with a child aged 
9–10 belonging to the ELFE (French 
Longitudinal Study on Chi ldren) 
cohort. It provided information about 
the impact of lockdown on children 

and their families. Overall, households 
adapted relatively well to this unusual 
situation. However, families with children 
who had already experienced socio-
emotional di fficult ies before the 
lockdown found this period more 
difficult. The impact of the lockdown 
on family well-being was conditional 
on socio-economic factors and 
changes to these over the period. 
Deterioration of households’ financial 
situations and parents having to work 
outside the home contributed to the 

worsening of family relationships and 
the socio-emotional well-being of 
children. Housing conditions were also 
determining factors: family relationships 
were better when the child was able 
to withdraw to a calm place out of 
parental sight.

Ariane Pailhé, Lidia Panico, Anne Solaz,  
2021. Children’s well-being and intra-

household family relationships during the first 
COVID-19 lockdown in France. Journal of Family 
Research, early view, 1–32.

Stigmatization of Chinese 
immigrants and their 

descendants in France during 
COVID-19

In the context of the COVID-19 pande-
mic, Chinese immigrants and descen-
dants of Chinese immigrants in France 
were faced with stigmatization, rejection, 
and even racism.

30 interviews conducted during 
first lockdown and analysis of press 
articles
To identify the processes of stigmatiza-
tion that occurred during this period 
and the identity positioning of Chinese 
immigrants and immigrant descen-
dants in France, a telephone survey was 
conducted between 28 March and 4 
May 2020. The sample was composed of 
women and men (students, managerial 

level staff, non-managerial employees, 
and manual workers) aged 18–40, 
either born in China or born in France 
but having at least one Chinese-born 
parent. Press articles were also used.

Differing perceptions and reactions 
depending on links to China and 
France
French citizens born to Chinese parents, 
and Chinese immigrants who iden-
tify themselves as well integrated into 
French society, tended to minimize acts 
of exclusion by the majority population. 
Others asserted their French identity by 
differentiating themselves from more 
recently arrived Chinese immigrants or 
those less well integrated. Others still, 
especially older immigrants or those with 
a poor command of French, endured 
the discriminations they faced without 
reacting to them.
Media treatment of the pandemic—
which sometimes contributed to this 

stigmatization—and the concerns and 
opinions expressed by families and 
friends in China also played a role in 
identity positioning. Given the situation, 
some of them returned to live in China. 
However, the respondents indicated that 
they did not necessarily seek to decide 
between the two countries.
With an upsurge in discrimination expe-
rienced across the board by Chinese immi-
grants and their descendants in France, 
reactions differed depending on immigrant 
generation, on level of social, economic, 
and linguistic integration into mainstream 
society, as well as their exposure to French- 
or Chinese-language media.

Isabelle Attane, Ya-Han Chuang, Aurélie 
Santos, Su Wang, 2021.Troubled 

belongingness: Chinese immigrants and their 
descendants in the face of the COVID-19 
epidemic in France. Critique Internationale, 91, 
137–159.
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HISTORY AND
DEMOGRAPHY

Renowned for its large-scale 
sociodemographic surveys, INED is 
also famed for its work on categories 
and concepts, indicators and methods 
of analysis, and data quality. The 
range of data sources used by 
researchers is vast and not limited 
to the contemporary situation. INED 
has also built up a reputation in 
the field of historical research.

INED’s investment in innovative data 
collection operations forms a strong 
component of the Institute’s identity. In 
parallel with surveys, and sometimes as 
a supplement to them, it is developing 
the use of data sources that have not 
been designed for research purposes 
but are rather ‘recycled’: administrative 
data, corporate data, satellite data, etc. 
A focus on data quality and the care-
ful use of categories, both at the data 
collection stage and during analysis, 
is another key feature of the Institute’s 
research work. Contextualizing sources, 
data, and ideas is also fundamental to 
the historical approach in demography.
The historical approach occupies a 
very important position within INED’s 
work, as a source of interaction and 
dialogue with contemporary research 
projects, many of which focus on the 
same topics. The central idea uniting 
the historical work conducted at the 
Institute is the importance accorded 
to the contextualization of historical 
material. The research currently being 
done focuses on trends in the French 
population over the longer term, with 
a special interest in the structural 
changes impacting it, such as ageing 
and socio-economic shifts. Launched 
in October 2021, the Socface project 
involves researchers from the French 
National Archives and the Paris School 
of Economics along with artificial intel-

ligence specialists from Teklia, and aims 
to create a database of the French 
population from 1836–1936, via the 
automated processing of hundreds of 
millions of named census entries. This 
database will then be used to study the 
development of French society over a 
century in detail, considerably impro-
ving our understanding of French eco-
nomic and social structures. It will also 
be accessible to the public.
The Sound Archives project European 
Memories of the Gulag is another 
example of historical material made 
available for both research purpo-
ses and to the public. Developed by 
INED in partnership with the Centre 
for Russian, Caucasian, and Central 
European Studies (CERCEC), the Grand 
Équipement Documentaire library at 
Campus Condorcet, and the University 
of Strasbourg, this project has led to 
the creation of a website containing 
interview excerpts, photos, and videos 
collected from those deported by Stalin 
between 1939 and 1953 or from multi-
ple archive sources.

2021: A FEW RESULTS

Three generations of First  
World War demographers
One hundred years after Armistice Day, 
World War I remains a major event of 
the 20th century. Paradoxically, the mor-

tality of the conflict, the magnitude and 
modes of which shocked contempora-
ries, was slowly forgotten. The demogra-
phic shock of the war, however, was felt 
for far longer, destabilizing marriages, 
fertility rates, and social structures. 
Over the past 100 years, demographic 
studies on the topic have evolved. 
The first generation of demographers 
endeavoured to accurately measure 
the number of deaths and the impact 
of the conflict on the post-war popula-
tion. From the 1960s onwards, hindsight 
allowed more precise macrodemo-
graphic analysis of the medium-term 
effects of excess male mortality, such 
as on marriage and fertility. Today, the 
widespread availability of archives 
based on individual sources has 
enabled a third generation of popula-
tion scientists to study more closely the 
lives of the individuals who suffered this 
torment and to better understand how 
they were affected by it.

Lionel Kesztenbaum, 2021. Cent ans 
de démographie de la Grande Guerre : 

les multiples effets du premier conflit mondial 
sur les populations. In Pierre-Cyrille Hautcœur, 
Patrick Fridenson, Florence Descamps, Laure 
Quennouëlle-Corre (eds.), La rupture ? La 
Grande Guerre, l’Europe et le XXe siècle (pp. 
103–121). Paris, IGPDE-Comité pour l’histoire 
économique et financière de la France.
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A new method for estimating  
internal migration in France  
during World War II
The Second World War resulted in large 
movements of civilians within France 
between 1939 and 1945. These flows 
of refugees, fleeing fighting and the 
occupation from 1940 to 1944 and 
then returning to their homes after the 
liberation, have never been quantified 
in the literature. An innovative method, 
using 1936 and 1946 census data 
along with annual births and deaths 
by cause, has enabled the reconstruc-
tion of annual local populations during 

this intercensus period and the calcu-
lation of net migration flows for each 
département and for each year. Using 
this method, the author has estimated 
that there was a 60% decrease in the 
population of the Ardennes department 
between 1939 and 1941 due to these 
population movements and an almost 
30% increase in population between 
1939 and 1943 in Var. At the end of the 
war, some civilians from departments in 
Northern and Western France did not 
return to their home regions and sett-
led permanently in the South West and 
Alpine areas.

Florian Bonnet, 2021. Beyond the 
exodus of May–June 1940: Internal 

migration in France during the Second World 
War. Demographic Research, 45(18), 577–604.

The Soviet Era
The history of the former Russian Empire, 
the USSR, and the post-Soviet world is 
vital to the understanding of current 
geopolitical conflict. This book offers 
great insight by looking at the issues 
common to the history of the Russian 
Empire, the USSR, and the former Soviet 
states. It describes not the history of  
one country, but of 15 states, from 

Northern Eurasia to Central Asia and 
the Caucasus. For a long time, they 
shared a common destiny, before 
becoming independent and taking 
diverse but often similar paths. The his-
tory of this region is approached via 
a set of core themes, through which 
connections are explored between the 
social, political, economic, and cultural 

dynamics of extremely diverse socie-
ties. Reversing globalizing narratives, 
it highlights the multiple realities and 
ordinary contradictions of Soviet and 
post-Soviet history. Thirty years after the 
collapse of the USSR, it is now the turn 
of historians to explore the post-Soviet 
era, which has until now been left to 
political scientists and sociologists.  

And, at the same time, social scientists 
are looking back at the Soviet past to 
find the key to analysis of contempo-
rary societies.

Alain Blum, Françoise Daucé, Marc Elie, 
Isabelle Ohayon, 2021. L’âge soviétique. 

Une traversée de l’Empire russe au monde 
postsoviétique, Malakoff, Armand Colin.

🎙
INTERVIEW

Tania Lejbowicz, doctoral student, 
and Mathieu Trachman,  

INED researcher

How are sexual minorities 
identified in surveys?
The introduction of questions to identify 
sexual minorities within general popu-
lation surveys began in the early 1990s, 
following the HIV-AIDS epidemic. These sur-
veys generally used one or more of three 
indicators: identification as homosexual, 
bisexual, or heterosexual; sexual prac-
tices with one or both sexes, and sexual 
attraction to one or both sexes. However, 
the number of individuals identified using 
these questions is low. Of the 27,268 indi-
viduals who responded to the VIRAGE sur-
vey of the general population (INED, 2015), 
only 503 identified as homosexual or 
bisexual: 94 lesbian women, 135 bisexual 
women, 180 gay men, and 94 bisexual 
men. This relates primarily to the fact that 
these questions remain sensitive for some 
of the population. Acceptance of homo- 
and bisexuality is variable: people may 
consider themselves as such without 
reporting it in a questionnaire. Secondly, 
not all individuals are equally likely to 
be included in a survey of ordinary 

households, and certain characteristics 
of these minorities tend to exclude them 
from surveys. Although these surveys are 
representative of the general population, 
the sample of people belonging to sexual 
minorities is not necessarily representative. 
The small numbers of individuals involved 
may be problematic when studies relate 
to under-reported phenomena, such as 
violence. Alternative forms of data collec-
tion that use ‘convenience’ samples are 
therefore a useful supplement to these 
analyses. The VIRAGE LGBT survey (INED, 
2015–2016), targeted specifically at les-
bian, gay, bisexual, and trans individuals, 
attracted 7,148 responses. While this sup-
plementary component of the VIRAGE 
survey only captures a small and speci-
fic sample of homosexual and bisexual 
populations, the number of respondents 
is sufficient to refine the description of the 
sociodemographic, sexual, and conjugal 
characteristics of these populations. It also 
allowed better analysis of the violence suf-
fered by sexual minorities, including the 
diversity of their experiences. 
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RECENT
FERTILITY
TRENDS

The research conducted at INED has a strong 
focus on the study of individual trajectories, 
i.e. how events occur and interact at various 
stages of life. Our research also considers 
the environment, in its broadest sense, in 
which individuals develop, and the extent to 
which it facilitates or limits their options.

From childhood to adulthood, from 
retirement to the old age, life is punc-
tuated by events that constitute a stage, 
a turning point, a junction— depending 
on how they are experienced. Some of 
these are demographic events in the 
strictest sense: having a child, forming 
a partnership or getting married, and 
separating from or losing a spouse. But, 
in this area of life which we might call 
‘private’, much interference is at play. In 
general, private life is not as private as 
it seems: it takes place within a social, 
cultural, economic, and political context, 
formed of opportunities and limitations. 
Family policies play a particularly impor-
tant role in the lives of individuals.
INED’s research on changes in fertility 
behaviours pays close attention to these 
contextual factors. In this area, internatio-
nal comparisons help us to understand 
the specificities of each country. Almost 
all countries in the world have seen a 
fall in fertility, with the levels and drivers 
of these changes varying between 
and within continents. In Europe, family 
behaviours have changed to a huge 
extent over recent decades. In particular, 
union breakdowns and repartnering are 
more frequent, and women are having 
their first child at an increasingly late 
age. In France, the general trend in the 
total fertility rate is downwards, but ferti-
lity remains high compared with other 
European countries.

Childhood experiences (e.g. of poverty, 
separation of parents, migration, etc.) 
have a strong influence on future life 
courses. Various research projects 
conducted at INED focus on this period 
of life, highlighting how inequalities are 
generated from birth and throughout 
childhood, right up to adulthood. 
The impact in terms of cognitive and 
socio-emotional development and 
physical health has also been studied, 
including using data from the ELFE 
cohort of children, data that are parti-
cularly valuable to analyses due to their 
multidisciplinary nature. In this area too, 
comparison allows us to identify the role 
of national context in the generation of 
inequalities and to look for factors that 
positively or negatively impact child 
development and well-being.

2021: A FEW RESULTS

Fertility and public policies:  
a comparison between 
France and Italy 
This work builds on the findings obtained 
by Valeria Solesin, a doctoral student 
of sociology and demography hosted 
at INED who was a victim of the Paris 
attacks of 13 November 2015. She had 
conducted a study on contemporary 
fertility behaviours in Italy and France 
and, more specifically, on the transition 
from the first to second child. In 2014, 

the total fertility rate in Italy was 1.37 
children per woman compared with 
2.01 in France. This difference can be 
explained by various factors: the pro-
portion of women remaining childless 
at the end of their fertile life, the post-
ponement of first childbirth associated 
with later departure from the parental 
home, etc. In Italy, leaving the paren-
tal home is often only done in order to 
get married; marriage is dependent 
on the couple’s ability to access hou-
sing; and that in turn is associated with 
their financial situation in a challenging 
economic context. Due to the weight of 
social norms, the birth of a child outside 
of marriage remains rare in Italy, unlike in 
France, where the highest fertility is asso-
ciated with a more relaxed experience 
of family changes (children outside 
marriage, single-parent families, etc.). 
These differing attitudes towards family 
are also incorporated in public benefit 
policies, which are far less developed in 
Italy in France, where the State’s inter-
vention in the private sphere is more 
readily accepted.

Lidia Panico, Arnaud Regnier-Loilier, 
Laurent Toulemon, 2021. Fertility and 

public policies: A comparison between France 
and Italy around the work of Valeria Solesin. 
Revue des politiques sociales et familiales,141, 
211–229.
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Trends in later first births  
and childlessness 
The age at first childbirth and the num-
ber of people without children have 
being increasing in European countries 
for the past 40 years. Based on French 
administrative data from the Permanent 
Demographic Sample for the 1950 to 
1970 generations, it was observed that 
women with a higher level of education 
tend to ‘catch up’ after postponement 
of a first birth. Conversely, women with 
a lower level of education are more 
likely then to remain childless. In men, 
there is a slight catching-up effect in 
the most educated group in the most 

recent generations, but this is not suffi-
cient to offset the increase in perma-
nent childlessness. Childlessness also 
remains particularly high in the least 
educated men. Catching up after the 
postponement of first childbirth there-
fore appears more common in both 
men and—particularly—women with 
more financial and social resources. 
While women are more biologically 
limited by their age in terms of concep-
tion than are men, social (normative) 
barriers may also impact access to 
parenthood at late ages.

Marie-Caroline Compans, 2021. Late 
motherhood, late fatherhood, and 

permanent childlessness: Trends by educational 
level and cohorts (1950–1970) in France. 
Demographic Research, 45(10), 329–344.

Is there a connection between  
age at first childbirth and national 
fertility rate?
The increase in the age at first child-
birth does not result in a fall in fertility 
at the national level. This is the finding 
of a study on female fertility and ave-
rage age at childbirth, using data from 
countries across Europe from the past 
40 years. During this period, overall ferti-
lity has fallen prior to the age of 30 and 
increased after this age. However, gene-
rally speaking, the greatest increases in 
fertility after age 30 have occurred not, 
as one might think, in countries where 
there has been a more pronounced fall 
in fertility prior to the age of 30 (and 
where there is therefore more ‘catching 
up to do’), but, conversely, in countries 
where the fall in fertility has been more 
moderate. As such, while the concept 
of postponement and catching up 
may make sense at the individual level, 
it does not explain differences in fertility 
trends in different European countries. 
The fall in fertility at young ages and the 
rise at older ages appear to be simul-
taneous phenomena, without being 
directly related. Fertility trends in these 
countries are more a reflection of the 
conditions that make it more or less 

possible to have children at older ages 
(such as rules to encourage a work–life 
balance) than of the fall in fertility at 
younger ages or of biological impedi-
ments to reproduction.

Eva Beaujouan, Laurent Toulemon, 
2021. European countries with delayed 

childbearing are not those with lower fertility. 
Genus, 77(1), 1–15.

🎙
INTERVIEW

with Lidia Panico and Anne Solaz,  
INED researchers

What are the challenges of early 
childhood in terms of development?
Early childhood is a crucial stage of brain 
development that shapes cognitive, phy-
sical, social, and emotional well-being 
throughout life. In addition, high-quality care 
from early childhood can have direct and 
indirect effects on the child’s development.
The French Longitudinal Study on Children 
(ELFE), which has been following 18,000 
children from birth to adulthood, is providing 
us with a better understanding of how the 
environment, family unit, living conditions, 
and even forms of childcare can influence 
the child’s development, health, and sociali-
zation. This survey has highlighted significant 

socio-economic disparities from the very first 
years of life, which are highly visible, in terms 
of language development, for example. 
While on average, at around the age of 2 
years old, children are familiar with 74 words 
out of a list of 100 words offered, those whose 
mother has a level of education lower than 
BEPC (school certificate taken at about age 
16) know four fewer words, while those whose 
mother has at least 2 years’ higher educa-
tion know six more.

Are there differences relating t 
o forms of childcare?
In France, crèches are highly rated by fami-
lies due to the qualifications of staff, the 
conditions in which the children are cared 
for, and the idea that they prepare children 
for preschool (école maternelle); nearly 1 in 
5 under-3s attends a crèche. While the majo-
rity of parents prefer this form of childcare, 
it takes second place behind childminders 
in terms of the number of children cared 
for, due to a lack of places. Analysis of ELFE 
survey data using econometric methods 
shows that attending a crèche improves 

language acquisition measured 1 year later. 
The effects are less significant for other areas. 
Children attending a crèche show slightly 
more advanced motor skills than those who 
experience other forms of childcare. However, 
in terms of behaviour, children attending 
crèches present, on average, slightly more 
difficulties than those looked after in other 
settings.
Overall, the results suggest that attending a 
crèche is more beneficial for children from 
disadvantaged families than for their more 
advantaged peers. Since disadvantaged 
children are less likely to attend crèches 
than other children, facilitating their access 
to a crèche could reduce early socio-eco-
nomic disparities in development, particu-
larly in terms of language, and, in the longer 
term, inequalities in academic achievement, 
salary, and well-being.

Lawrence Berger, Lidia Panico, Anne 
Solaz, 2021. The impact of center-

based childcare attendance on early child 
development: Evidence from the French Elfe 
cohort. Demography, 58(2), 419–450.
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CONTRACEPTIVE
PRACTICES

Inequalities in the areas of sexual and 
reproductive health and rights are an 
important area of research at INED. These 
inequalities can be observed at various 
levels: between subpopulations within 
a single country or between countries 
or geographical areas. When it comes to 
contraceptive practices, the question of 
equality is a particularly sensitive one.

Changes in the availability and use of 
contraceptive methods form a regular 
topic of public debate. Research on 
this subject provides policymakers with 
essential data for identifying both long-
term changes and radical new trends 
in this area.
In France, the use of contraception is 
now governed by a norm that pres-
cribes the use of condoms when 
becoming sexually active, then the 
use of the pill once individuals are in 
a so-called stable relationship, and 
lastly the use of an IUD (intra-uterine 
device) once the desired number 
of children is reached. By allocating 
women methods based on their age 
and relationship situation, this norm 
restricts options for choosing the form 
of contraception that suits them best. 
It also reinforces the idea that birth 
control is primarily, if not exclusively, a 
female responsibility. However, the ‘pill 
crisis’ did, to a certain extent, provide 
an opportunity to question male res-
ponsibility in terms of contraception.
INED analyses these trends by exami-
ning the reproductive choices of both 
women and men in the context of 
structural and normative restrictions, 
as well as their contraceptive prac-
tices and use of abortion, taking into 
account gender relations and the rela-
tionship-based nature of reproduction 

and contraceptive processes. A new 
survey, Fertility, is currently in prepara-
tion as part of LifeObs, the French life 
course observatory. This will enable 
the analysis of recent developments 
in contraceptive practices by diffe-
rentiating the social, relationship, and 
contraceptive trajectories of couples, 
men, and women. It will also allow 
researchers to explore new issues sur-
rounding the production of public 
statistics on these topics. This work 
supports broader consideration of 
social policies in different countries. At 
the international level, contraceptive 
practices differ from one country to 
the next. Analysis of the historical and 
social contexts behind developments 
in contraceptive use can help explain 
country-specific differences in use.

2021: A FEW RESULTS

Management of unintended 
pregnancies in those  
already mothers
Around 40% of pregnancies worldwide 
are unplanned, and half of these are ter-
minated. The pregnancy intentions and 
abortion decisions of parous women 
(who have already given birth) are 
associated with their reproductive history 
and country-specific contexts. The study 
uses 12 demographic and health sur-

veys representing four types of context: 
post-Soviet/communist and Asian coun-
tries with liberal abortion legislation, and 
Asian and Latin-American countries with 
restrictive abortion legislation. Similarities 
were found across all contexts: the prefe-
rence for having children of both sexes, 
the spacing of births, the intention to stop 
childbearing after reaching a desired 
family size, and an increased likelihood 
of unintended pregnancy when using 
less-effective contraceptive methods 
versus none. Two contextual factors are 
clearly associated with reports of unin-
tended pregnancy: the type of abortion 
legislation and living in post-Soviet or 
communist countries. However, women’s 
propensity to report abortions and unin-
tended pregnancies varies between 
countries and their decision-making 
processes concerning management of 
pregnancy and fertility differ. The circums-
tances in which women report that a 
pregnancy is unintended are often also 
different from the circumstances in which 
they decide to terminate a pregnancy.

Heini Väisänen, Ewa Batyra, 2021.
Unintended pregnancy resolution 

among parous women in twelve low- and 
middle-income countries. Journal of Biosocial 
Science, first view, 1–277.
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The multiple reasons for mistrust of 
hormonal contraceptive methods  
in Western countries
Sixty years after the marketing of the 
first hormonal contraceptive product 
in Western countries, a certain level 
of distrust towards contraceptives 
is being expressed—particularly on 
social media, using the hashtags 

#MyPil lStory and #PayeTonUterus. 
To understand the reasons for this 
mistrust, our researchers conducted 
a systematic analysis of the scientific 
literature published since the 2010s. 
Based on an analysis of 42 articles 
concerning studies conducted in the 
United States, they highlighted eight 
key reasons for the rejection of hor-

monal contraception. Four of these 
reasons are related to the experience 
or fear of adverse effects (on physical 
or mental health, sexuality, or future 
fertility). The four other reasons relate 
to women’s well-being (fear/anxiety), 
women’s bodies (menstruation/natu-
ral functioning), and gender inequa-
lities (the delegitimization of reports 
of side effects). ‘Hormonophobia’, 
the excessive and irrational fear of 
hormones, which is often invoked to 
explain the rejection of hormonal 
contraception, does not appear to be 
a central reason for this mistrust.

Mireille Le Guen, Clémence Schantz, 
Arnaud Regnier-Loilier, Elise De La 

Rochebrochard, 2021. Reasons for rejecting 
hormonal contraception in Western countries: A 
systematic review. Social Science and Medicine, 
284, 1–13.

Contraceptive methods among 
practising Catholics in France
In 1968, a few months after France 
voted to pass the Neuwir th Law 
authorizing the use of contraception, 
the encyclical Humanae Vitae reas-
serted the Catholic Church’s oppo-
sition to medicalized contraceptive 
practices. The Catholic community in 
France then became divided between 
a majority of Catholics wishing to 
use these methods and a smaller 
group participating in the develop-

ment and improvement of self-ob-
servation methods known as ‘natural 
methods’—the only methods autho-
rized by the Church. Fifty years later, 
analysis of some 30 interviews conduc-
ted with practising Catholics reveals 
the diversity of contraceptive trajec-
tories and the plurality of discourse 
justifying the use of medical and 
non-medical methods. In particular, it 
shows that the Catholics interviewed 
were able to distance themselves from 

the Church’s position. There were many 
reasons for transitioning from one 
method to another, and these were 
sometimes totally dissociated from 
any purely religious rationale. The use 
(or not) of medical contraception is 
motivated by broader concerns rela-
ting to the couple, gender, sexuality, 
and even what is ‘natural’. The rejec-
tion of male condoms often relates to 
refusal of non-marital sex, while natural 
methods are presented both as more 

egalitarian, being the responsibility 
of both members of the couple, and 
more environmentally friendly.

Marion Maudet, Cécile Thomé, 
2021. S’arranger avec l’Église ? 

Pluralités contraceptives chez les catholiques 
pratiquant·e·s en France. Émulations, 38, 69–85.

🎙
INTERVIEW

with Solenne Tauty, epidemiologist at 
INSERM and Philippe Martin, INED–

INSERM researcher

How is the issue of sexual health 
approached in Netflix series aimed at 
young people?

Netflix is the most widely used on-demand 
streaming platform, and young people 
aged 15–24 represent almost a quarter of 
its French audience, while this age group 
represents only 12% of the French popula-
tion. Given that sexual health is a major 
theme in this population category, it is a 
topic approached by a number of series 
produced and streamed by the platform. 

Although the primary aim is to entertain, 
these series may include what we might 
call ‘sexual health promotion messages’, 
in the sense that information, advice, or 
positive representations could prompt 
young people who watch the series to 
reflect on their own representations, norms, 
and behaviours. These messages, mainly 
delivered by characters between the ages 
of 16 and 18, have recurrent themes, such 
as sexual harassment and violence (19%), 
protection against sexually transmitted 
diseases (18%), and contraception (15%). 
However, while sensitive issues such as risk 
behaviours and gender norms are raised, 
some of the information delivered can be 
incomplete or misleading.

How can these series proactively promote 
sexual health? 

Netflix series that address the subject of 
sexual health could contribute to the more 
open discussion of complex topics. Sharing 

experiences and identifying with charac-
ters may have a positive influence on the 
way their young audience members cope 
with life events. However, these messages 
may have the opposite effect, reinforcing 
stigmatization and discrimination by dimi-
nishing and ‘laughing off’ sexual health 
problems. Furthermore, some young people 
may not feel involved or represented and 
therefore be desensitized to this type of 
content. Additional research could eva-
luate how these messages are perceived 
by young people in terms of knowledge, 
skills, and positive sexual health behaviours.

Solenne Tauty, Philippe Martin, Aurélie 
Bourmaud, Boris Chapoton, Elise 

De La Rochebrochard, Corinne Alberti, 2021. 
Sexual health promotion messages for young 
people in Netflix most-watched series content 
(2015–2020): Mixed-methods analysis study. 
BMJ Open, 11(12), e052826

🔦
FURTHER READING

• Juliette Congy, Jean Bouyer, Elise de La 
Rochebrochard, 2021. Does precarious 
situation impact contraceptive use in 
a context of full health insurance cove-
rage?  European Journal of Public Health, 
31(Supplement 3), iii29.

• Virginie Rozée, Elise de La Rochebrochard, 
2021. Assisted human reproduction 
outside the French legal and medi-
cal framework: Issues and challenges. 
Population & Societies, 593.

•  Adrien Remund, Carlo Giovanni 
Camarda, Tim Riffe, 2021. Is young adult 
excess mortality a natural phenomenon? 
Population & Societies, 590.

•  Timothée Dub, Sophie Le Coeur, 
Nicole Ngo-Giang-Huong, Wanmanee 
Matanasarawut, Pornnapa Suriyachai, 

Kannikar Saisawat, Chaiwat Putiyanun, 
Sudanee Buranabanjasatean, Prattana 
Leenasirimakul, Samreung Randaeng, 
Tristan Delory, 2021. Prevalence of high-
risk human papillomavirus infections 
before and after cervical lesion treatment, 
among women living with HIV. Journal of 
Clinical Medicine, 10(14), 31–33.

• Valentine Becquet, Marcellin Nouaman, 
Mélanie Plazy, Aline Agoua, Clémence 
Zebago, Hervé Dao, Alice Montoyo, Aude 
Jary, Patrick A. Coffie, Serge Eholie, Joseph 
Larmarange, 2021. A community-based 
healthcare package combining testing 
and prevention tools, including pre-ex-
posure prophylaxis (PrEP), immediate 
HIV treatment, management of hepati-
tis B virus, and sexual and reproductive 
health (SRH), targeting female sex workers 
(FSWs) in Côte d’Ivoire: The ANRS 12381 
PRINCESSE project. BMC Public Health, 
21(2214),  1–14.

• Gil Bellis, Alain Parant, 2021. Beta-
thalassemia in Mediterranean countries: 
Findings and outlook. Investigaciones 
Geográficas, in press, 1–10.



LEAVING THE 
PARENTAL HOME

Researchers at INED are 
heavily invested in the study of 
residential trajectories. Mobility 
is contextualized both in terms 
of individual trajectories and 
public policies in this area.

The spatial dimension is a major axis of 
population studies research and one 
that intersects with the issue of inequali-
ties of all types. Residential and geogra-
phical mobility is analysed in relation 
to life trajectories. Since the early 2000s, 
French society has been affected by 
widening inequalities in housing; ine-
qualities which affect the spatial dis-
tribution of populations. Situations of 
housing instability have also multiplied. 
INED’s work looks at these trends and 
analyses the factors that underlie them, 
from the role of institutions and the 
market to the effect of neighbourhood 
on social integration. With the increa-
sing territorialization of social policies, 
analysis of the connection between 
life trajectories and mobility, on the 
one hand, and territories and public 
policies, on the other, provides informa-
tion on the efficacy of the public and 
private mechanisms implemented.
The pandemic that began in spring 
2020 shed new light on the importance 
of housing in our social lives. Research 
in this area focuses on the residential 
and educational pathways of students, 
who have been particularly affected by 
the financial and social consequences 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, as demons-
trated by the Coconel survey. INED’s 
research analyses links between edu-

cational provision and geographical 
mobility and looks at what impact 
leaving the family home has on student 
trajectories; sources range from admi-
nistrative data to statistical surveys and 
in-depth biographical interviews, inclu-
ding in vulnerable populations and 
young people from lower classes.
Despite longer time in education and 
later access to a stable job, aspirations 
and social pressures towards early 
independence remain particularly 
strong among young people. A mar-
ker of this emancipation, leaving the 
parental home—which involves acces-
sing independent housing—constitutes 
a significant and socially valued event. 
Yet the age at which young people 
leave home and how they do it may 
differ significantly depending on their 
place of origin. Remoteness of the 
parental home from educational esta-
blishments and employment centres 
is likely to encourage young people 
to leave home early, with geographi-
cal mobility towards better equipped 
urban environments. INED is looking at 
this topic from the perspective of the 
numbers of particular spaces, cate-
gories of young people, and types of 
mobility. A wide diversity of practices 
between territories has been analysed 
and compared.

2021: A FEW RESULTS

Leaving the nest in immigrant 
neighbourhoods: gender and  
origin differences
Leaving the parental home is a signi-
ficant moment in the life course. It 
signals a degree of financial inde-
pendence and demonstrates the 
autonomy of a young person with 
respect to their family, through employ-
ment, partnering, and family forma-
tion. Neighbourhood of residence 
influences the age of departure from 
the parental home and how it takes 
place to differing extents depending 
on gender and origin. Three types of 
departures, based on relationship situa-
tions, were identified from the study of 
the Permanent Demographic Sample 
(1990–2013): departures associated 
with a marriage, those associated 
with a non-marital partnership, and 
those resulting in independent living. 
Growing up in an immigrant-dense 
neighbourhood is associated with a 
decreased likelihood of leaving the 
parental home. In these neighbou-
rhoods, French majority youth (neither 
immigrants nor children of immigrants), 
daughters of Southern European 
immigrants, and sons of sub-Saharan 
African immigrants are likely to remain 
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with their parents for longer. For others, 
particularly daughters of North African 
immigrants, growing up in an immi-
grant-dense neighbourhood is asso-
ciated with more frequent departures 
from the parental home to get married. 
The effects of neighbourhood on type of 
departure from the parental home are 
generally more pronounced for women. 
These trajectories are the product of 
both social norms and socio-economic 
disadvantage in these neighbourhoods.

Haley Mcavay, Ariane Pailhé, 2021.
Leaving the nest in immigrant 

neighbourhoods: Gender and origin differences in 
France. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 
0(0), 1–26.

‘Student emigration’: girls are more 
likely to move to big cities, but also 
to return to their home towns
While access to university has greatly 
increased since the 1990s, this opening- 
up of higher education has come at 
the cost of a strong hierarchy of courses, 
within which the position occupied lar-
gely depends on gender and social 
origin. A significant number of young 
people from rural areas and small 
towns are undertaking ‘student emigra-
tion’ to a major university town or city. 
Women tend more than men to leave 
their place of residence after finishing 
school, but they are also more likely to 
return there once they have finished 
their studies, especially among the 

lower classes. This phenomenon, which 
involves nearly 40% of women in these 
areas, can be explained by a lack of 
social resources and the multiple ties 
that bind them to their home areas. 
Less advantaged families are faced 
with financial pressures that affect the 
lives and study conditions of students 
who move away and make it difficult for 
them to receive further financial support 
from parents while they are looking for a 
job. In addition, these young women, as 
well as taking courses that are not pro-
fitable in terms of the job market, often 
face contradictory pressures from their 
families, who, while proud to see them 
leave for university, also expect them to 
invest in close relationships: marriage 
and a family.

Élie Gueraut, Fanny Jedlicki, Camille 
Nous, 2021. L’émigration étudiante des 

‘filles du coin’ : Entre émancipation sociale et 
réassignation spatiale. Travail, genre et sociétés, 
46(2), 135–155.

Finding housing and  
perception of place in society
Today’s young people are among 
the main victims of the housing crisis. 
From interviews and a survey conduc-
ted within the Forum du Logement 
Étudiant, a student housing forum, 
this article looks at the experience of 
students from lower class families in Île-
de-France when leaving the parental 
home. For these young people, acces-
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MENTAL HEALTH 
AMONG IMMIGRANTS 

AND THEIR 
DESCENDANTS  

IN FRANCE

Migrant or ethnic minority status is asso-
ciated with an increased risk of psycho-
sis in many European countries. This risk 
could be observed as the result not only 
of pre-migration experiences (e.g. war, 
violence) but also of social adversity 
experienced in the host country, such 
as discrimination, isolation, or unequal 
access to social welfare, health systems, 
employment, or housing. The study entit-
led ‘Characteristics associated with the 
risk of psychosis among immigrants and 
their descendants in France’, conduc-
ted partly by INED and INSERM, shows 
that this risk is increased for people of 
sub-Saharan African origin. The data 

indicate that the over-exposure of this 
group (sub-Saharan immigrants and 
their descendants) to psychosis is asso-
ciated with experiences of discrimina-
tion in everyday life, such as access to 
higher education, job opportunities, 
and housing, compared with other 
immigrants and their descendants.

Once they enter the labour market, 
immigrant populations are particularly 
exposed to the phenomenon of ‘job 
strain’, a form of work-related stress 
that can affect mental health and that 
is characterized by strong psycholo-
gical pressure associated with limited 
room for manoeuvre. The study entitled 
‘Prevalence of psychosocial risks among 
immigrants in France and associations 
with mental health: Findings from the 
national French Working Conditions 
Survey’ shows that sub-Saharan African 
immigrants are more often exposed to 
job strain than the majority population, 
all else being equal. This tension at work 

is also observed in second-generation 
immigrants, combined with poor social 
support in the workplace.   

Anne Gosselin, Inès Malroux, Diane 
Desprat, François-Xavier Devetter, 

Sarah Memmi, Julie Pannetier, Emmanuel 
Valat, Maria Melchior, 2021. Prevalence of 
psychosocial risks among immigrants in France 
and associations with mental health: Findings 
from the national French Working Conditions 
Survey. Int Arch Occup Environ Health.

Andrea Tortelli, Patrick Simon, Sophie 
Lehouelleur, Norbert Skurnik, Jean 

Romain Richard, Grégoire Baudin, Aziz Ferchiou, 
Marion Leboyer, Franck Schürhoff, Andrei Szöke, 
2021. Characteristics associated with the risk 
of psychosis among immigrants and their 
descendants in France. Brain and Behavior, 
1–12.

sing a decent residential position is 
a means to academic success, but 
the process is littered with obstacles. 
Firstly, the private rental market is lar-
gely closed to them because of the 
modest economic resources of their 
parents and, sometimes, the lack of a 
guarantor. Secondly, they tend to rule 
themselves out of the sector as they 
believe they do not have a place in it. 
Consequently, they set all their hopes 
on the social housing market. But there, 

too, the long waiting times and the sup-
port provided to them put them back in 
their ‘place’, i.e. a dominated position 
in the social space. Finally, when they 
find a housing solution, they sometimes 
struggle with the rent-related financial 
constraints. The situation has substan-
tial repercussions on their academic 
achievements and, by contributing to 
their awareness of social inequalities, 
their relationship to society.

Pascale Dietrich-Ragon, 2021. Les 
étudiants des catégories populaires 

face à la décohabitation familiale.Terrains & 
travaux, 38(1), 121–146.
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MISSIONS AND
OBJECTIVES
OF INED

Founded in 1945, the Institut National 
d’Études Démographiques, or INED, is a 
research institution specializing in the study of 
populations, in France and around the world. 
Two of its core missions are to disseminate 
the knowledge it generates to a wide 
audience and to provide research training.

INED is a major player in population 
sciences, both within France and at 
the international level. A French public 
research institution, administratively 
attached to both the research and 
social affairs ministries, it conducts 
research on the life events (births, 
unions, migrations, deaths, etc.) that 
shape demographic dynamics. A vast 
range of research work is carried out, 
looking also at the determinants of 
these events, the inequalities that under-
lie them, and their consequences. INED’s 
work informs public debate on a wide 
range of major issues within contempo-
rary society. 

RESEARCH, TRAINING,  
AND DIFFUSION MISSIONS
INED’s main missions are to conduct 
research on populations at the natio-
nal and international levels, to deliver 
research training through research, and 
to ensure that the scientific commu-
nity and a wider public are informed 
of its research findings. Specifically, as 
defined in Article 3 of Decree 86–382 
of 12 March 1986 (modified in 2015), 
the Institute:
•  undertakes, develops, and promotes, 

either on its own initiative or at the 
request of the French public autho-
rities, research studies on all aspects 
of populations; 

•  conducts or commissions and eva-
luates research studies deemed use-

ful to demographic science and its 
contribution to economic, social, and 
cultural progress in France;

•  collects, centralizes, and promotes 
French and non-French demographic 
research studies;

•  keeps the public authorities informed 
of the knowledge acquired and pro-
vides expertise and support for public 
policies working to meet social and 
educational challenges in its field of 
activity;

•  contributes to research training 
through research in its areas of com-
petence, through courses, PhD student 
hosting, and postdoctoral contracts;

•  ensures that the public is informed 
of demographic issues through its 
publications, open-access library, and 
website;

•  disseminates French demographic 
research internationally and deve-
lops demographic information, while 
promoting the use of the French 
language.

MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
RESEARCH
The work carried out at INED aims to 
describe and understand the changes 
taking place within populations in the 
areas of fertility, union formation and 
breakdown, mobility and migration, 
and mortality. It addresses issues rela-
ting to gender relations, relationships 
between generations, and social or 

geographical inequalities. A significant 
proportion of the Institute’s work relates 
to France, but international comparison 
is frequently used. Much research also 
looks at other geographical areas, and 
INED has a long tradition of research 
on the countries of the Global South. 
The Institute is also heavily involved in 
exploring measurement and methodo-
logical problems, particularly in terms 
of data collection. Researchers at INED 
come from a variety of complementary 
disciplines: demography, of course, 
but also sociology, economics, history, 
geography, statistics, anthropology, epi-
demiology, and medicine. INED’s resear-
chers are divided into 10 research units 
and two joint research units. There are 
also three interdisciplinary groups. Work 
is carried out throughout France and 
in many other countries or regions of 
the world, often using a comparative 
approach.
The Inst i tute belongs to several 
research networks and participates in 
a large number of national and inter-
national projects. INED research studies 
are based on a combined quantitative, 
critical, and qualitative approach to 
population questions. The approach 
is first and foremost quantitative in that 
statistical analysis and the production 
of original data constitute core acti-
vities. It is also critical in that it gene-
rates critical thinking on categories, 
concepts, and measuring instruments, 
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as well as on findings. Lastly, it is qua-
litative, as qualitative understanding 
is what enables researchers to enrich 
their analyses, develop new avenues 
of inquiry, and later to substantiate 
findings and construct new analytic 
categories.

RESEARCH IN TOUCH  
WITH SOCIAL ISSUES
Research topics at INED directly address 
major contemporary issues. Rather 
than being fixed, they are constantly 
being updated to take emerging issues 
into consideration; for example, the 
observation of new forms of conjuga-
lity and parenthood, the analysis of 
extraordinary migratory flows, and the 
environmental issues associated with 
demographic changes. INED contri-

butes to the production of original 
data on these new subjects that enrich 
public statistics, are disseminated within 
the scientific community, and are pro-
moted to a wider audience. INED regu-
larly plays a pioneering role in designing 
surveys that are innovative in terms of 
the populations surveyed, the topics 
addressed (particularly sensitive social 
issues), or the methods used. Because it 
deals with universal issues such as births, 
unions, life expectancy, mobility, etc., the 
work carried out at INED is of interest to 
the public as well as to public policyma-
kers, elected representatives, and com-
panies. It provides knowledge about 
changes in society, allows the assess-
ment of sensitive and even controver-
sial issues, and, as such, can help guide 
public policy. INED’s field of inquiry and 

its strong reputation and renown put it in 
a particularly privileged position when 
it comes to establishing connections 
between society and research.

STRATEGIC ORIENTATIONS  
SET EVERY 5 YEARS
INED’s strategy is based on the defini-
tion of major 5-year orientations, which 
constitute the basis for the Contract on 
Objectives and Performance signed 
with the two supervisory ministries. 
Developed through a collective consul-
tation involving all the Institute’s staff 
members, these strategic orientations 
are consistent with the HCERES (High 
Council for Evaluation of Research 
and Higher Education) recommenda-
tions formulated during its evaluation 
of the Institute, the national research 

strategy, and the major projects of 
French, European, and international 
interest. These describe the challen-
ges to be met, determine the Institute’s 
main research axes, and set the 
Institute’s strategy for meeting these 
challenges and pursuing these scien-
tific orientations. They are monitored 
using a set of performance indica-
tors. The most recent strategic orien-
tations were developed in 2020 and 
cover the 2021–2025 period. Five main 
research areas (axes) were identified: 
Crises and Populations: Disruption, 
Continuity, and Transformations; 
Observations and Measurements: 
Critical and Historical Perspectives; 
Living Life: Choices, Opportunities, and 
Limitations at Different Stages of Life; 
Population Health: Are Advances Evenly 

Distributed? and Space, Mobility and 
Migration: Individual Trajectories and 
Public Policies. 

REGULARLY EVALUATED WORK
Research at INED is regularly evaluated 
by: 
•  the Institute’s own Scientific Council, 

which assesses the scientific orienta-
tions, analyses scientific activity, and 
annually examines new research 
projects; 

•  dedicated scientific committees, 
which evaluate grant proposals for 
submission to such national agencies 
as the ANR, the Institute for Research 
in Public Health, and the National 
AIDS Research Agency, and interna-
tional bodies such as the European 
Commission; 

•  scientific bodies, such as the Public 
Statistics Accreditation Commission, 
that approve population survey 
projects; 

•  the High Council for the Evaluation 
of Research and Higher Education 
(HCERES), which evaluates INED 
research units and the Institute as a 
whole every 5 years; 

•  the Institute’s Evaluation Commission, 
which assesses researchers’ individual 
work every 2 years.
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A MULTIDISCIPLINARY
APPROACH TO
DEMOGRAPHY

INED’s research teams are organized into 
10 research units and two joint research units, 
each of which studies a particular topic area 
or applies a specific scientific approach to 
demography. Research focuses on current 
major demographic trends.

INED’s research teams are organized 
into 10 research units and two joint 
research units, each of which studies a 
particular topic area or applies a speci-
fic scientific approach to demography. 
Research focuses on current major 
demographic trends.

FERTILITY, FAMILIES,  
AND COUPLES (UR03)
Research Unit 3 focuses on trends in 
marriage and the family in France and 
other developed countries. Specifically, 
it tracks the spread of new forms of 
partnership and family structure, as 
well as changes in the family environ-
ment affecting children. It also studies 
fertility trends and related factors, such 
as the desire to have children, fertility, 
contraception, and abortion.

GENDER, SEXUALITY,  
AND INEQUALITIES (UR04)
Unit 4 studies changes in gender rela-
tions, particularly within couples and 
families and at work, and changes 
in sexuality. It addresses inequalities 
and their manifestation, considering 
variations in time and space, gender 
violence, and the emergence of new 
gendered norms over generations. 
Particular attention is paid to gender 
and sexual minorities.

MORTALITY, HEALTH,  
AND EPIDEMIOLOGY (UR05)
Unit 5 studies mortality and health in 
populations, in France and around 
the world, and makes international 
comparisons. Its mortality research 
focuses on trends and differences in 
life expectancy between countries, 
social categories and genders, mor-
tality at extreme ages, and causes of 
death. Health is studied from various 
angles, from its consequences to its 
determinants, as related to individuals 
and contexts.

HOUSING, SPATIAL 
INEQUALITIES, AND 
TRAJECTORIES (UR06)
Unit 6 looks at the role that housing 
and residential situations play in the 
contemporary dynamics of inequali-
ties: household living conditions and 
access to different types of housing 
(social or private, non-ordinary, etc.), 
geographical areas, and the interac-
tion of these situations with social and 
family trajectories. The unit also reflects 
on the extent and mechanisms of 
social stratification, considering how 
housing interacts with other spheres 
of life (work, schooling, family life, etc.). 
It employs a variety of methods and 
materials (questionnaires, interviews, 
administrative registers, etc.) and 

favours a longitudinal approach in 
order to show the construction of ine-
qualities at the life course level. 

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION 
AND MINORITIES (UR08)
Unit 8 studies international migration 
and its impact on individuals and 
societies in both sending and recei-
ving countries. Its research focuses on 
the reasons for migrating, the practical 
modalities of migration, the integration 
of immigrant populations, and the pro-
blems of discrimination they encounter. 
The unit also studies minorities and the 
ways they forge an identity in parallel 
with their sociodemographic dynamics.
 
ECONOMIC DEMOGRAPHY
(UR09)
Unit 9 brings together economists and 
demographers to analyse interactions 
between economic situations and 
demographic behaviours. They study 
the processes that explain gender dis-
parities in wages, careers, wealth, and 
living standards. They also observe how 
demographic events such as birth, 
separation, or retirement contribute to 
these disparities and how they evolve 
over a lifetime. In addition, they mea-
sure the effects of social policies on 
individual and family behaviours.
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tualize and use intermediate categories 
in data collection and analysis. The unit’s 
activities rely largely on the Biographical 
Approach Reflection Group (GRAB), 
composed of researchers from various 
French and foreign institutions in diffe-
rent fields (demography, geography, and 
sociology), and draws on the experience 
of 25 life-history surveys conducted in 
France, Africa, and Latin America.

INTERNATIONAL 
PERSPECTIVES GROUP (XPM3)
This research methodology group works 
to stimulate comparisons between 
approaches applied in different contexts 

to study similar research questions. Its 
primary activities are international and 
historical comparisons, and to explore 
concepts and methods from different 
fields and disciplines. To this end, the 
group regularly organizes international 
scientific research days and supports 
training activities with foreign partners.

OLD AGE AND AGEING 
RESEARCH GROUP (XPM4)
This group offers a space for meetings 
and discussions on research questions, 
strategies, and related methods, brin-
ging together researchers, engineers, 
and doctoral students from different 

INED research units and departments. 
The aim is to foster critical compari-
son of experiences and skills to move 
beyond participants’ geographic or 
disciplinary specializations.

FRENCH LONGITUDINAL 
STUDY OF CHILDREN (UR10)
The ELFE joint research unit brings 
together research teams from INED, 
INSERM, and the French blood agency. 
The aim is to track 18,300 children 
born in metropolitan France in 2011 
from birth until age 20, to attain bet-
ter understanding of how their envi-
ronments, family circle, and living 
conditions affect their development, 
health, socialization, and academic 
trajectories.

HISTORY AND POPULATION 
(UR11)
Research Unit 11 covers three main 
fields: the economic, social, political, 
and health histories of populations; 
paleodemography, to study early 
populations who left no written trace 
or to supplement traditional historical 
demography sources with archaeo-
logical material; and the history of 
demographic and economic thought, 
to discover the actual conditions in 
which these early forms of knowledge 
were produced and transmitted, and to 
improve analysis of scholarly texts and 
practices.

MOBILITY, TRAJECTORIES,  
AND TERRITORIES (UR12)
As a partner of the International 
College of Territorial Sciences research 
group, Research Unit 12 focuses on the 
diversity of individual and collective 

trajectories within family and territorial 
dynamics. It analyses the interactions 
between family ties and residential ties 
forged over a lifetime to understand 
how individuals, families, and larger 
groups are anchored within a terri-
tory. It emphasizes people’s multiple 
memberships as they relate to social 
and migration trajectories and interact 
with the political systems to which they 
belong, and probes the construction of 
observation categories (social, spatial, 
and cultural) that structure societies 
in connection with their histories and 
public policies. The unit’s multidiscipli-
nary approach and variety of research 
areas enable it to compare different 
forms of population dynamics within 
different cultural systems.

SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE 
HEALTH AND RIGHTS (UR14)
This unit developed from a partnership 
between INED, INSERM, the University 
of Paris-Saclay, and the University of 
Versailles-Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines. 
Its research focuses on sexuality, 
contraceptive practices, abortion, and 
the use of assisted reproduction tech-
nology. It covers the different dimen-
sions of health (physical, mental, and 
social) as well as its gender-based 
dimensions, particularly in connection 
with gender relations and sexualities. Its 
researchers apply a multidisciplinary 
approach drawing on demography, 
sociology, epidemiology, health eco-

nomics, and clinical studies. Alongside 
traditional methods based on large 
general population surveys, research 
in this unit uses complex administra-
tive databases, including those of the 
French social security system and the 
greater Paris region public hospital sys-
tem, now accessible to researchers.

DEMOGRAPHY OF THE 
GLOBAL SOUTH (UR15)
Unit 15 works on the demographic 
dynamics of Global South populations, 
what drives those dynamics, and the 
issues they raise. A primary research 
concern is the particular situation of 
Africa, with projects focusing on parti-
cular contexts or population categories 
to understand their internal dynamics, 
emergent behaviours, and barriers to 
change. International comparisons are 
used to analyse current trends. At seve-
ral sites in Senegal, Mali, and Burkina 
Faso, the unit is engaged in population 
monitoring projects; it also has a policy 
of forming partnerships with national 
statistics institutes and research centres 
in Africa.

BIOGRAPHICAL AND 
MULTILEVEL RESEARCH 
GROUP (XPM2)
Organized as a network, this group works 
to develop methods for more effectively 
analysing the interactive processes and 
complex ties binding various events in 
individual trajectories and to concep-

42
CHERCHEURS ASSOCIÉS

40
ASSOCIATED RESEARCHERS

10
RESEARCH UNITS

6
RESEARCHERS HOSTED 

ON SECONDMENT

2 JOINT RESEARCH UNITS

81
DOCTORAL STUDENTS 

AND POSTDOCS

3
INTERDISCIPLINARY GROUPS

56
TENURED RESEARCHERS
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THE SURVEYS BEHIND
THE RESEARCH

Designing, organizing, conducting, 
and making use of large-scale 
surveys, particularly longitudinal 
surveys, is a unanimously recognized 
field of excellence for INED.
The Institute is the only French 
research establishment with its own 
dedicated survey department and to 
benefit from the expertise of its own 
statistical methods department.

To answer research questions and gain 
insight into demographic phenomena, 
INED produces original data using sur-
veys that often employ complex and 
innovative devices. These surveys are 
central to its research activity and pro-
duce regional, national, and internatio-
nal statistics, meeting the information 
needs expressed by public authorities 
and civil society. Selecting and defining 
survey frames is a long, complex pro-
cess, and protocols are very varied.

DATA COLLECTION TAILORED 
TO THE PANDEMIC
INED’s Survey and Polling Department 
is involved in the design and metho-
dological preparation of many survey 
projects conducted by the Institute’s 
various research units. During 2021, 
the pandemic situation meant that 
changes had to be made to various 
survey projects, either involving post-
ponement of the surveys or changes 
to the data collection protocol. The 
ChIPRe survey on Chinese immigrants 
living in Île-de-France, initially planned 
to involve face-to-face interviews, 
pivoted permanently to telephone or 
video interviews in summer 2021. The 
End-of-Life in Overseas France survey, 
targeting doctors, was rescheduled. The 
ANRS-Trust-PrEP survey, which aimed to 
interview young gay men in a hospital 
environment, had to be postponed 
several times and was finally begun 

in late 2021. The qualitative parts of 
the Feti’i e Fenua—Family in French 
Polynesia survey are in preparation 
and pending an improvement in the 
public health situation to allow their 
implementation.
The Survey Department’s expertise is 
crucial to the study of sensitive sub-
jects, such as end-of-life, violence, 
sexuality, etc. It is also vital for surveying 
populations in challenging situations—
homeless, illiterate, young adults who 
have been in care since childhood, 
prisoners—or very specific popula-
tions—adoptive parents and adop-
ted children, victims of female genital 
mutilation, African villages surveyed at 
regular intervals, etc. So many topics, all 
requiring innovative survey techniques 
and leading to protocols and question-
naires that could prove groundbrea-
king for public statistics. Another strong 
component of the Survey Department’s 
activity in 2021 was supporting the use 
of recently collected survey data, inclu-
ding the cleaning, by the Statistical 
Methods Department, of the database 
for the TeO2 (Trajectories and Origins) 
survey, and the pseudonymization of 
the corpus of interviews on singlehood 
(the EPIC project).

DEVELOPING INNOVATIVE
COLLECTION METHODS
The Survey Department continues to 
develop innovative modes of collec-

tion: randomized ‘snowball’ methods, 
a multilingual approach to improve 
survey coverage, use of diversified 
qualitative methods (semi-guided 
interviews, focus groups, cognitive inter-
views, observation, etc.), multimodal 
methodologies, the impact of financial 
incentives, etc.
The EQUIPEX+ LifeObs (the French Life 
Course Observatory) launched in 2021, 
run by INED in partnership with other 
institutions, will also be a source of 
innovation, offering support to research 
teams on problems associated with 
the matching of survey data with other 
sources, from both a technical and 
administrative perspective.

PROMOTING 
METHODOLOGIES, 
PARTICULARLY THROUGH 
PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS
INED is fully involved in national and 
international networks for the produc-
tion and use of quantitative data. Its 
research engineers are coordinating 
members of the MATE–SHS (Methods, 
Analysis, Fields, and Surveys in Human 
and Social Sciences) network run by 
the CNRS and the French Statistical 
Society. They are involved in promoting 
and providing expertise to these pro-
fessional networks, present papers at 
specialist conferences, and work on 
various master’s courses and PhD trai-
ning networks. 
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contains a variety of applied statistics 
resources: tools, data, and methods 
to enable research teams to obtain 
the information that is important to 
their work. This website showcases the 
Department’s expertise, providing infor-
mation about the team’s work as well 
as open-access information on the sta-
tistical processing of data.

LONGITUDINAL SURVEYS
Following a group of people over 
time, i.e. studying them longitudinally, 

provides information that cannot be 
obtained from a one-off survey.
The ELFE cohor t study, a project 
designed by INED, the French National 
Inst i tute of  Health and Medical 
Research, and the French Blood Institute, 
is monitoring a cohort of children from 
their birth in 2011 until the age of 20. The 
size and duration of this longitudinal 
study are exceptional, as is the diversity 
of the approximately 150 researchers 
and academics involved in it and the 
study’s complexity, combining sociode-

mographic data (on the child, the 
child’s parents, the people with whom 
the child spends the most time, etc.), 
medical data, and biological samples 
(including dust collected at home). 
This ambitious project is funded by the 
Investments in the Future scheme. Like 
all INED surveys, it has been examined in 
detail by the CNIL national data protec-
tion authority. In 2021, we celebrated the 
10th birthday of this exceptional cohort 
(see page 13).BIG DATA PROCESSING  

AND DATA VISUALIZATION
Administrative data (such as tax 
data, pension fund data, and family 
allowance data) and health data are 
increasingly accessible for research pur-
poses, while remaining protected and 
regulated. Often exhaustive or based 
on large samples, they provide reliable, 
accurate, and very recent information 
about a large population. Matching 
across various administrative sources 
increases their value, especially when 
it comes to following individuals over 
time. INSEE’s Permanent Demographic 
Sample is a good example of this, com-
bining census and civil registry informa-
tion, tax and social security data, and 
employment history. Since 2017, INED 
has benefitted from permanent access 
to health data via the French National 
Health Data System. The Institute is fully 
involved in various projects relating 
to the processing of these data. It has 
contributed in particular to the Big Stat 

project on the use of big data from 
administrative sources in demographic 
research, and regular discussions with 
the producing organizations, particularly 
INSEE, have led to a better understan-
ding of the available databases and an 
improvement in sources.
Data visualization was a key activity 
for 2021. The extremely rapid develop-
ment of technology, with a wide range 
of dedicated tools now available in 
open and standardized statistical sof-
tware, is facilitating the creation of 
interactive graphics. This data mining 
has been given new impetus by the 
development of open science and 
plural access to data. The Statistical 
Methods Department has been using 
these visualization techniques for a 
long time, particularly for non-struc-
tured data (textual data, network data, 
etc.) or geolocation data with mapping 
techniques. Furthermore, collaborative 
work has been undertaken to propose 
new modes of graphical representation 

for the publication of scientific results, 
consistent with INED’s policy of stren-
gthening connections between science 
and society. For example, in 2021, the 
Statistical Methods Department was 
asked to assist with the graphical repre-
sentation of COVID-19 metadata.

FROM DESIGN TO FINAL 
ANALYSIS: CONTROLLING  
THE ENTIRE CHAIN
INED’s Statistical Methods Department 
assists in removing any technical dif-
ficulties associated with the consis-
tency, analysis, and representation of 
data. Multilevel analysis, textual ana-
lysis, mapping—INED researchers and 
research engineers are trained to use 
a range of techniques, particularly in 
statistical methods and data science. 
Their high level of competence is widely 
disseminated through in-house and 
external seminars and training sessions. 
Despite the impact of the pandemic 
during 2021, a meeting of the Applied 
Statistics Group, dedicated to web data, 
was organized in a mixed format with 
90 participants. Training courses were 
also delivered internally by the Statistical 
Methods Department, including on 
various statistical software packages 
such as Sas®, QGIS®, IRaMuTeQ®, and 
R, areas of expertise for members of the 
Statistical Methods team.
Lastly, the Statistical Methods Depart-
ment’s website (sms.s i te. ined.fr) 

🎙
INTERVIEW

with Thomas Merly-Alpa,  
Head of the Surveys Department

What is a test survey and  
when is it used?
A test survey is the small-scale implemen-
tation of a survey prior to its official launch 
in order to make last-minute improvements. 
For example, we might want to check 
that the way a question is phrased does 
not prevent potential respondents from 
understanding it. We might also check that 
the collection protocol, i.e. how the data 
collection is going to be done, actually 
works. For example, during a test survey on 
released prisoners, we needed to check 

that we had access to visiting rooms in 
which we could conduct the survey, that 
we could obtain the prisoner lists in time, 
and that the prisoners in question could 
access the survey location. A test survey 
should always be carried out...and some-
times more than one is needed!

What are the different methods of 
conducting surveys?
There are many different ways of conduc-
ting a survey. While we often associate 
surveys with long questionnaires, they can 
also be conducted through observation 
or interviews (for example, we conducted 
individual interviews with people who had 
provided at-home end-of-life care for a 
family member in Réunion). Where surveys 
do involve a questionnaire, this might be 
administered by a professional researcher, 
via telephone or face-to-face. The ques-
tionnaire might also be a shorter one that 
can be completed online, using a com-
puter or phone. Increasingly, these diffe-

rent approaches are combined, enabling 
respondents to answer using the method 
they prefer: these are called multimodal or 
mixed-mode surveys.

How do you guarantee anonymity?
Guaranteeing the anonymity of respon-
dents is crucial. It relies chiefly on the pro-
fessionalism of INED and its researchers; 
we have been conducting surveys for 
more than 70 years and have established 
a relationship of trust with the French 
population, who may be asked to take 
part in our surveys. It also relies on a set of 
actors who are involved at various levels: 
INED’s Data Protection Officer, who is clo-
sely involved with every survey; the French 
Data Protection Agency and the Statistical 
Confidentiality Committee, who verify that 
everything is done to guarantee data secu-
rity; and INED’s DataLab, which ensures that 
no individual can be identified from their 
responses once the results are dissemi-
nated to the scientific community.



SUPPORTING
RESEARCH

Through its commitment to 
preserving natural resources, 
limiting the environmental 
impact of activities, and 
guaranteeing the well-
being of individuals, INED 
continued to implement
its social and environmental 
responsibility policy in 
all areas of its operations 
during 2021.

During the preparatory work for the defi-
nition of the Institute’s strategic orien-
tations, the INED community clearly 
expressed its desire to implement a 
social and environmental responsibi-
lity (RSE) policy within the Institute. This 
comprehensive and cross-functional 
approach involves the commitment of 

both support and research staff to an 
awareness of the environmental and 
social effects of research activity.
In 2021, the task of coordinating INED’s 
RSE project was entrusted to a specific 
staff member. In association with a wor-
king group formed for the purpose, the 
RSE Coordinator is responsible for prepa-

ring and formalizing an action plan, the 
key elements of which will be defined in 
2022. This project is linked to the quality 
of life at work (QVT) project, for which 
an identical methodology has been 
implemented.
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COMMITMENT TO GENDER 
EQUALITY AND COMBATTING 
DISCRIMINATION
In 2015, INED signed the code of ethics 
for research professions and the char-
ter for equality between women and 
men in higher education and research 
institutions. The Institute undertakes 
in particular to incorporate gender 
equality into all projects; ensure mutual 
respect between the sexes; combat 
stereotypes and all forms of discrimi-
nation; organize awareness-raising ses-
sions on equality and discrimination; 
include gender-related statistics in the 
annual social audit; and put in place 
an action plan for workplace equa-
lity. INED’s Equality Advisor, appointed 
in 2015, provides a link between the 
institution and the MESRI on gender 
equality and monitors good practice 
in this area. She is also involved in the 
activities of the Alliance Sorbonne 
Paris Cité Equality Network (ASPC). On 
1 February 2020, the Equality Advisor 
was also awarded the role of racism 
and anti-Semitism advisor. In 2021, a 
multiyear action plan on gender equa-
lity in the workplace was adopted by 
the technical committee and appro-
ved by INED’s Board of Administration. 
The proposed measures are based on 
a set of findings and diagnoses based 
on data from the Institute’s social audit 
for 2019. In addition, it contains a sec-

tion on measures against the discrimi-
nation and violence experienced by 
LGBT staff.

ENVIRONMENTALLY AND 
SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE 
PURCHASING
INED is implementing a more res-
ponsible purchasing pol icy that 
incorporates the regulatory recommen-
dations on sustainable development 
into the development of its specifi-
cations and encourages socially res-
ponsible purchasing where possible.
When defining purchasing needs or 
selecting suppliers, the requirements 
or criteria relating to the environmental 
impact of the contract are systemati-
cally take into account.
Companies working with or for INED must 
provide evidence that they use environ-
mentally friendly tools, consumables, 
and modes of delivery. Its staff canteen 
adheres to sustainable development 
requirements (labels, short supply chains, 
recycling of food waste, etc.), and the 
service providers used to provide travel 
agency, printing, and mailing services 
are also selected based on stringent 
environmental criteria (certifications, 
labelling, combatting global warming, 
and environmental offsetting, etc.)..
Thanks to this new purchasing policy, 
the majority of INED’s contracts include 
social and environmental provisions.

Furthermore, in its procurement pro-
cesses for the recruitment of men 
and women primarily to collect survey 
data, or for hospitality roles in its new 
headquarters, for example, INED gives 
priority to bids that score highly in terms 
of the social integration of individuals 
currently excluded from the job market.

A NEW HUMAN
RESOURCES INFORMATION

SYSTEM (SIRH)

In 2021, INED prepared for the imple-
mentation of a new human resources 
information system. This was done as 
part of a larger project involving the 
progressive roll-out of a set of solutions 
and application modules (mainly finan-
cial and decision-making tools). This 
project was one of INED’s new strategic 
orientations (2021–2025). It is directly 
aligned with the objective of moderni-
zation, simplification, and the sharing 
of research management and support 
applications. It also corresponds to the 
Institute’s ongoing commitment to the 
dematerialization of key management 
processes and regulatory updates, and 
to the implementation of support for its 
decision-making and management 
practices. The implementation of this 
new system means that INED is now in 
a position to fulfil its regulatory obliga-
tions relating to the Nominative Social 
Declaration from January 2022 onwards.
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As a major hub of development and promotion 
of population science research in France and 
the leading player in its field of research at 

the international level, INED employs an ambitious 
strategy to increase its reach, boost its appeal as a 
research centre, and develop new partnerships—in 
France, within Europe, and across the globe.
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RESEARCH TRANSFER
AND COLLABORATIONS

A major player in 
demography both in France 
and worldwide, INED 
contributes to the national 
and international standing 
of population studies by 
undertaking research 
transfer activities in the 
form of training courses, 
corporate partnerships, 
and collaborative research, 
including in countries 
of the Global South.

The Institute has a knowledge-transfer 
policy specific to the human and social 
sciences and in line with current socie-
tal challenges. In addition to its com-
mitment to open science (see p. 76) 
and its connections with civil society 
(see p. 80), INED works to promote 
population science beyond academic 
and geographical borders.

RESEARCH, AN ACTOR
FOR SOCIAL INNOVATION
The innovative work produced or sup-
ported by INED is primarily aimed at 
the public sphere and the design or 
evaluation of public policies. They may 
also be communicated to the stakehol-
ders involved in the implementation of 
these public policies: social organiza-
tions, associations, and businesses. For 
example, INED’s researchers provide 
their expertise through involvement in 
the scientific councils of social institu-
tions that use their research, such as 
the French Office for Family Allowances, 
the French public health agency, the 
Interministerial Delegation Against 
Racism, Anti-Semitism, and Anti-LGBT 
Hatred, and the National Student Life 
Observatory.
In 2021, INED contributed to a better 
understanding of how the COVID-19 
pandemic impacted different popu-
lations through its own research work, 

through its involvement in large-scale 
national surveys conducted by INSERM, 
the CNRS, and DREES, and through its 
membership of discussion groups. In 
addition, surveys such as TeO, VIRAGE, 
ELFE, and even ELAP are widely used 
by public authorities, particularly for 
parliamentary work and governmental 
missions.

DEVELOPING CORPORATE 
PARTNERSHIPS
New partnerships with companies 
and foundations are also being esta-
blished within the framework of spe-
cific research projects. The Institute 
has developed knowledge-transfer 
schemes with major corporations, 
particularly in relation to assessing 
gender equality at work policies. One 
current question is the persistence of 
the gender pay gap, even though, in 
terms of labour market participation, 
gender differences by number of years 
of education have narrowed or even 
been reversed. Another issue is the 
persistence of gender inequalities in 
career progression. It is in this context 
that original partnerships have been 
forged between INED researchers and 
various large companies, including 
L’Oréal, Michelin, and an airline. The 
fundamental principle of these col-
laborations is the absolute indepen-

dence of the researchers and their 
freedom to choose approaches and 
topics, and the reporting of this work 
to corporate partners. Companies 
make available their (anonymized) 
personnel management files and cer-
tain institutional documents (collective 
agreements, charters, etc.) so that the 
mechanisms at work can be identified 
and understood. The benefit for actors 
within the company is getting some 
perspective on their practices and 
having their own analyses confirmed 
or invalidated. For research purposes, 
analysing company data is a unique 
opportunity to examine the mecha-
nisms that produce inequalities by 
pinpointing the career points at which 
gender variations arise, and to test the 
validity of certain models. While each 
company is a specific case, the accu-
mulation of this research enables us to 
build a solid corpus to inform public 
action. Furthermore, surveys of the 
general population remain vital for stu-
dying the connections between family 
life and professional life.

ACTIVELY CONTRIBUTING
TO TEACHING AND TRAINING,  
IN FRANCE AND ABROAD
As part of its mission to contribute to 
research training through research, 
INED welcomes doctoral students 
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each year (see p. 58), and its resear-
chers and research engineers teach 
numerous higher education courses in 
France and abroad.
Much sought-after for their specific 
expertise, in 2021 they delivered classes 
on 182 different courses, primarily in 
sociology, demography, statistics, IT, 
public health, economic and political 
sciences, history, and geography, total-
ling 2,646 hours of teaching. Tenured 
researchers and research engineers 
mainly teach master’s and doctoral stu-
dents, while doctoral students usually 
teach undergraduate courses. Nearly 
a third of these teaching hours were 
delivered at establishments located 
at Campus Condorcet, principally 
at EHESS and the University of Paris 
1 Panthéon-Sorbonne (54 courses). 
Most of this teaching was pre-pro-
fessional university teaching. Ten per 
cent of these classes were delivered 
to people pursuing continuing educa-
tion or were delivered in the context of 
professional training courses. During 
the year 2021, researchers delivered 
training courses for staff at the École 
nationale de la magistrature, the 
Institut supérieur de préparation aux 
grandes écoles, the Rectorat de Paris, 
and the European Union. In 2021, 
around 15 training courses were deli-
vered abroad, more than a quarter of 

which were to researchers in the Global 
South. Teaching was provided at the 
Max Planck Institute for Demographic 
Research, the Autonomous University of 
Barcelona, the University Paris-Sorbonne 
of Abu Dhabi, Moi University Kenya, 
and the European Doctoral School of 
Demography. INED’s educational policy 
also involves hosting students on its pre-
mises. The Institute has been proactive 
in welcoming higher education interns 
in order to support graduates in the 
areas of research training and prepa-
ration for future employment during the 
pandemic. INED researchers supervised 
11 Master’s 1 students and 24 Master’s 
2 students during the 2020–2021 aca-
demic year. Fifty-two doctoral students 
and 29 postdoctoral researchers were 
hosted. Each year, as part of its collabo-
ration with research teams in the Global 
South, INED welcomes master’s students 
nearing the end of their courses for 2- 
to 3-month placements through the 
iPOPs Laboratory of Excellence (LabEx). 
The purpose of this placement is to 
help students polish their dissertation 
ready for journal submission and/or 
prepare their doctoral thesis proposal. 
Lastly, INED also hosts foreign doctoral 
students for short placements to help 
them design their thesis, work on the 
use of survey data, and potentially pre-
pare a postdoctoral project. In 2021, 

nine of the doctoral students and 13 
of the postdoctoral researchers hosted 
were from international institutions.

PROMOTING SCIENTIFIC  
WORK AMONG PEERS
Each year, INED’s researchers organize 
and/or take part in a large number of 
seminars and conferences in France 
and around the world. Despite the pan-
demic, numerous scientific events were 
able to take place by adapting hos-
ting systems and using virtual or hybrid 
conference set-ups. In 2021, 46 scientific 
seminars and conferences were orga-
nized. INED also held 30 INED Mondays 
(Lundis de l’Ined), a space for multidis-
ciplinary scientific discussions between 
researchers, research engineers, and 
master’s and PhD students from within 
INED and outside it. All these scientific 
seminars are occasions for researchers 
to meet and discuss their work, share 
knowledge, and discuss new scienti-
fic issues. The fact that research days 
and seminars were conducted using 
videoconference enabled a larger 
audience to be reached and greater 
numbers to participate. In addition, 
INED researchers presented 196 papers 
and 22 posters at conferences during 
2021, half of which took place abroad. 
These international conferences 
included the Population Association 

of America’s Annual Meeting, the 
IUSSP’s 29th International Population 
Conference, the 37th Annual Meeting 
of the European Society of Human 
Reproduction and Embryology, the 14th 
European Public Health Conference, 
and the 15th European Sociological 
Associat ion Conference. Wi th in 
France, conferences included the 9th 
Conference of the French Sociology 
Association, which was supported 
by INED, and the 11th International 
Francophone Conference on Surveys.

FOSTERING INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION
INED enjoys an international repu-
tation thanks to the excellence of its 
researchers’ work and its active role 
within the global scientific commu-
nity. In 2021, its number of scientific 
publications rose to 499, nearly 40% of 
which were the product of collabora-
tive work with) international partners. 
INED’s reputation is consolidated by 
its culture of cooperation with the 
Global South (Africa, Asia), for exa-
mple through the use of population 
observatories for data collection. The 
relationships it has forged with major 
population science centres across 
Europe and America are strong and 
effective. INED is part of the coor-
dinating team for the Generations 

and Gender Project, together with 
the Netherlands Interdiscipl inary 
Demographic Institute, the Max Planck 
Institute for Demographic Research, 
and the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe. It supports 
the European Doctoral School in 
Demography, an international tea-
ching programme for doctoral stu-
dents. The Institute’s international focus 
is also evidenced by the fact it accom-
modates both the International Union 
for the Scientific Study of Population 
and the International Association of 
French-speaking Demographers wit-
hin its premises. INED is also a leading 
figure in the production of large-scale 
international databases, such as the 
Human Mortality Database.

   🖋
CHILD HEALTH: FRENCH COURT  
OF AUDITORS AND INED SIGN  
A RESEARCH AGREEMENT
The National Assembly’s Social Affairs 
Commission asked the Court of Auditors, 
as permitted under the Organic Law on 
Finance Laws, to conduct a survey on 
child health, looking in particular at 
policies targeting the reduction of social 
and territorial inequalities in health. 
As part of its investigation, the Court 
wanted to use original data from the 
French Longitudinal Study on Children 
(ELFE) to describe children’s state of 
health, its social and territorial variations, 
and children’s care pathways.
A 12-month research agreement was 
signed on 19 April 2022 that specified 
the launch of a project using data from 
the ELFE study. The purpose was to ana-
lyse the available information concer-
ning the use of healthcare services 
and the health issues of children aged 
2 months to 5.5 years, and to study the 
social and geographical factors at play. 
INED conducted the statistical opera-
tions and provided the Court with the 
results of its analyses, along with metho-
dological notes.
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THE RESEARCH
OF TOMORROW

Each year, INED hosts 
doctoral students and 
postdoctoral researchers 
from France and abroad. 
These researchers, who are 
either preparing their thesis 
or have recently defended it, 
make an active contribution 
to the Institute’s 
scientific activities.

In accordance with its mission, INED 
invests heavily in research training 
through research. Many of its resear-
chers and research engineers teach 
undergraduate, master’s degree, and 
specialist school students, and young 
researchers are hosted by the Institute 
on placements each year. Every year, 
INED runs an application process to 
recruit for doctoral and postdoctoral 
positions. Since 2012, INED’s Delegation 
for Doctoral and Postdoctoral Affairs 
has led and implemented the research 
training through research policy; as of 
2021, the Institute has 81 doctoral stu-
dents and postdoctoral fellows, around 
a quarter of whom are international 
researchers. Each of these young resear-
chers has access to the Institute’s many 
resources and receives personalized 
mentoring from an INED researcher; 
doctoral students are supervised or 
co-supervised by an INED researcher.

DOCTORAL PLACEMENTS
AT INED
As always, the 52 doctoral students 
hosted in 2021 benefitted from a sti-
mulating environment within which 
they could access training and receive 
support from the research units to 
which they were attached (based on 
their research topics) as well as from 
research support services. Doctoral stu-
dents are supervised or co-supervised 

by a researcher throughout their place-
ment. The working routine is punctuated 
by monthly workshops supervised by 
INED researchers, during which docto-
ral students can present their research 
work. Alongside these, there is a doctoral 
day each year, organized by volunteer 
doctoral students. The numerous acti-
vities on offer are aimed at facilitating 
doctoral students’ future employment. 
The purpose of doctoral placements at 
INED is not only to support doctoral stu-
dents towards defence of their thesis but 
also to train researchers who will contri-
bute to population sciences through 
their publications and their ability to 
conduct successful research projects.
Although it does not issue diplomas, 
INED is part of a doctoral teaching 
network comprised of various universi-
ties and the French Research Institute 
for Development. INED is involved with 
three graduate research schools (EUR): 
the Graduate School of Demography 
(École des hautes études en démogra-
phie), which it runs jointly with University 
of Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne and for 
which it manages doctoral teaching; 
the Graduate School of Gender and 
Sexuality Studies (GSST), run jointly with 
EHESS, and the Paris Graduate School 
of Economics run by the Paris School 
of Economics. These EUR are funded 
by the ANR’s Investments in the Future 
Programme (see also pages 64–67). 

Around 20 researchers from the Institute 
teach master’s courses in demography 
or associated disciplines. Universities 
and graduate research schools often 
approach the Institute to host their 
demography doctoral students for 
internships.
The diversity of disciplines to which 
ongoing theses are attached reflects 
INED’s multidisciplinary culture. Of the 
theses produced by INED’s 2021 interns, 
22 were in sociology, 14 in demography 
or sociodemography, six in economics, 
five in epidemiology or public health, 
two in economic analysis and policy, 
one in social anthropology and eth-
nology, one in geography, and one in 
history and civilizations.
In 2021, six doctoral students success-
fully defended their dissertations:
•  Marie-Caroline Compans, Late 

parenthood: biographical trajecto-
ries of those becoming parents at 
older ages

•  Julie Fromentin, The spatial embed-
ding of immigrants in the French 
countryside. Diversification of 
individual trajectories in changing 
territories

•  Yajna Govind, Essays on inequality 
and migration: A post-colonial and 
global perspective

•  Maxime Lescurieux, The time for 
activism: Union career and biogra-
phical availability of CFDT members
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•  Benjamin Marteau, First separation 
as a stage of the transition to adul-
thood in Belgium and France

•  Yolinliztli Perez Hernandez, 
Medicalizing uncertainty: Ethno-
sociological study of oocyte preser-
vation in France.

INTERNATIONAL MOBILITY
ACCESSIBLE TO STUDENTS
INED supports the international mobility 
of PhD students and postdocs so that 
they can experience the world of inter-
national research, with its different ways 
of working and its different theoretical 
and methodological approaches, in a 
context of increasing globalization.
To facilitate the future employment of 
doctoral students, INED and the iPOPs 
laboratory of excellence run an annual 
mobility programme that arranges 
research visits of between 15 days and 
3 months at a foreign host laboratory. 
These stays may involve fieldwork or 
integration within a research team. 
They may be used to delve further 
into an aspect of the thesis as part 
of a comparative study or a study 
focused on the host country, or to 
prepare post-thesis projects. In 2021, 
a doctoral student affiliated to the 
iPOPs LabEx was awarded a docto-
ral mobility grant to visit the Institute 
of Statistical, Social, and Economic 
Research at the University of Ghana. 

During the 2020–2021 academic year, 
two students attended courses at the 
Centre for Demographic Studies in 
Barcelona, through INED’s partnership 
with the European Doctoral School in 
Demography: students with a Master’s 
2 degree and enrolled in their first 
year of PhD training follow a 1-year 
intensive programme in population 
science taught in English at one of the 
network’s member institutions.

POSTDOCTORAL 
PLACEMENTS AT INED
INED offers postdoctoral contracts, 
generally 1 or 2 years in length, to 

young French and non-French resear-
chers. Successful applicants are selec-
ted based on their skills, the quality 
and originality of their research project, 
and how well it fits into the Institute’s 
research topics. Postdoctoral contracts 
are intended to offer young researchers 
the opportunity to complete their trai-
ning and provide a springboard for 
developing their academic career. 
The main activity of postdocs—29 of 
them in 2021—is therefore to promote 
and build upon their thesis and carry 
out the research project for which they 
were selected, with support from and 
in collaboration with their INED host 
laboratory. Postdoctoral researchers 
can also be recruited as part of fun-
ded research projects. However they 
are recruited, postdocs spend 1 day a 
week on their research work.

SIX PRIZES AWARDED  
TO YOUNG RESEARCHERS
•  Amélie Carrère received the Court of 

Auditor’s Dissertation Prize for her the-
sis Management of the dependence 
of older people: An analysis of the 
determinants of institutionalization or 
home-based care.

•  Pierre-Antoine Chauvin won two 
prizes: the Caritas Research Prize 2021 
and PUCA’s City Thesis Award for his 
thesis entitled Administering the wait: 
Government policies for the housing 

of homeless families in Paris and 
applicant trajectories.

•  Mona Claro won the France–Russia 
doctoral pr ize awarded by the 
Société française des Amis de la 
Russie and the Association française 
des Russisants for her thesis Neither 
chance nor plan: Gender, sexua-

lity and procreation during youth in 
Russia, from the 1970s to the 2010s.

•  Marion Maudet was awarded the 
Middle-East  and Is lamic Wor ld 
Research Group’s special jury prize 
for her thesis Secularization, gender, 
and sexuality. Catholics and Muslims 
in search of sense and sensuality.

•  Ritu Rani and Ankit Sikarwar won 
the prize for the best poster at the 
International Population Conference.
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🎙
INTERVIEW

with Pierre-Antoine Chauvin, former 
doctoral student in sociology and 
demography at INED, who received 
two awards in 2021 for his thesis 
entit led Administering the wait: 
Government policies for the housing 
of homeless families in Paris and 
applicant trajectories, supervised 
by Catherine Bonvalet (INED) and 
Pascale Dietrich-Ragon (INED–CMH).

How long did you work at INED for 
and what research projects were you 
involved with? 
I was an intern at INED with the Housing, 
Spatial Inequalities, and Trajectories 
research unit, which is focusing on poor 
housing. My thesis was funded jointly by 

the Paris City Council via the Industrial 
Agreements for Training via Research 
(CIFR) scheme and by INED. The purpose 
of my thesis was to offer an analysis of 
how housing waiting lists are managed 
and its effects on the residential 
trajectories of homeless people. If I had 
to summarize my topic in a few words, I 
would say that I tried to find out which 
homeless people access social housing 
and the timescales and procedures 
involved. To do this, I spent 6 years 
following the trajectories of a cohort of 
769 families of immigrant backgrounds 
who were being accommodated at 
hotels in Paris.

How did you end up at INED? 
I was initially preparing for the civil 
service exams at the Institute of Political 
Studies in Rennes, before realizing 
that I was more interested in public 
administration as a social reality rather 
than as a future professional. Basically, 
I wanted to work on administration from 

the perspective of the implementation of 
public policies and on housing policies 
in particular. The housing department 
that hosted me for an end-of-studies 
placement agreed to support and 
finance my thesis. I decided to approach 
Pascale Dietrich-Ragon who, several 
years previously, produced a CIFRE thesis 
with the Société immobilière d’économie 
mixte de la ville de Paris. I then obtained 
the support of Catherine Bonvalet (my 
future thesis supervisor) and Éva Lelièvre 
(the head of the research unit at that 
time) to gain a long-term placement 
at INED. During these years of research 
at the Institute, I became proficient in 
quantitative methods with the help of 
the Statistical Methods Department and 
daily visits from the statistical analysts 
attached to the research teams. INED 
is one of the rare institutions that offer 
its doctoral students the material and 
financial resources to complete their 
research successfully.



AN INTERNATIONAL
PARTNERSHIP
NETWORK

A Public Scientific and Technical Research 
Establishment for the study of populations, 
INED plays a leading role in the organization 
of network-based research. INED is a member 
of various laboratories of excellence and 
key research equipment programmes, is 
involved in the running of Graduate Research 
Schools, and is a partner to major population 
science research laboratories and further 
education institutions in France and abroad. 
INED’s partnerships and international 
relations aim to encourage collaboration 
by promoting researcher mobility.

The Institute is engaged in multiple pro-
jects and networks, both nationally and 
internationally. It is a partner in most 
of the major European population- 
science initiatives. Each year, it hosts a 
number of researchers from around the 
world and facilitates its own researchers’ 
mobility. These activities are coordi-
nated by its International Relations and 
Partnerships Department. This depart-
ment is entirely devoted to researchers 
and helps them respond to French, 
European, and international calls for 
proposals and, more generally, with fin-
ding external funding for research pro-
jects, setting up research partnerships, 
and with hosting foreign colleagues. The 
department also supports INED’s policy 
on international relations by strengthe-
ning and structuring partnerships in 
France, Europe, and across the globe.

PARTNERSHIPS OF EXCELLENCE 
FUNDED BY THE INVESTMENTS IN 
THE FUTURE PROGRAMME

The iPOPs laboratory  
of excellence
Renewed for 5 years in February 2019, 
the iPOPs—Individuals, Populations, 
and Societies—LabEx is at the heart 
of population science research and 
training and opens its research up to 
the economic, social, and political 

spheres. It is run by INED in partnership 
with the Universities of Bordeaux, Paris 
I Panthéon-Sorbonne, Paris-Nanterre, 
Strasbourg, and University of Paris Cité. 
Its scientific policy is to support the 
development of partnerships, in France 
and abroad, in the field of population 
science, improve student and ear-
ly-career researcher training in demo-
graphy, ensure the quality, transfer, and 
promotion of research studies and fin-
dings, and to develop partnerships with 
the economic sector.
In the latest phase of the project, 
the research programme continues 
to be based around the themes 
‘Family Dynamics and Ageing’ and 
‘Social, Gender, and Intergenerational 
Inequalities’, with methodological 
approaches focusing on life course 
analysis and international comparison. 
The iPOPs LabEx is continuing with its 
policy of hosting teaching researchers 
on secondment for periods of 6 months 
to a year.
In 2021, the LabEx allowed the crea-
t ion of a Chair  of  Excel lence in 
Population Sciences with the University 
of Strasbourg, a position awarded to 
Sylvie Dubuc, a lecturer from Reading 
University. A postdoctoral fellow was 
also recruited to look at the use of 
satellite data for population science 
research. The iPOPs LabEx also provi-

ded both financial and logistic support 
for five workshops, conferences, and 
scientific seminars aimed at promoting 
the scientific research of young iPOPs 
network researchers at the national 
and international levels, and at helping 
to disseminate the results of research. It 
also funded 10 doctoral students and 
postdocs to attend the conferences of 
the Population Association of America 
and the International Union for the 
Scientific Study of Population.

https://www.ipops.fr

The French life course  
observatory (LifeObs)
The LifeObs project, winner of Key 
Research Equipment (EquipEx+) fun-
ding, was launched in November 2021 
for a duration of 8 years. Coordinated 
by INED and led by Ariane Pailhé, this 
life course observatory is run with 
five partners: INSEE, University Paris 
Dauphine–PSL, the Universit ies of 
Bordeaux and Strasbourg, and the 
extensive PROGEDO research network. 
LifeObs is a research infrastructure 
aimed at developing a programme 
of innovative longitudinal surveys on 
family behaviours, increasing the dis-
semination of data, and training users. 
This platform will ensure that France can 
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maintain its leading position in inter-
national survey programmes. LifeObs 
is having an immediate impact on 
scientific production and will be used a 
reference for public policies, the media, 
and civil society. Eight representative 
large-scale national surveys, covering all 
stages of the life-cycle, from childhood 
to older age, will be conducted. Three 
of them will be done under European 
research infrastructures: the Generations 
and Gender Programme (GGP2020), 
the Survey on Health, Ageing and 
Retirement in Europe (SHARE), and 
the GUIDE/EuroCohort survey on the 
first cohort of European children. Three 
large-scale surveys in the general 
population will also be conducted: the 
Families and Employers survey, looking 
at work–life balance; the Family survey, 
enabling analysis of unusual family 
situations from data collection asso-
ciated with population census; and the 
Fertility survey, on fertility intentions and 
use of contraception. Lastly, in addition 
to these large-scale projects, LifeObs 
will conduct new surveys aimed at 
understanding emerging behaviours 
and developing new indicators, such 
as the ENVIE survey on emotional rela-
tionships and the lives of young adults, 
and the AMP Sans Frontières survey on 
the use of cross-border assisted repro-
duction services. Innovative methods 

will be developed, especially in data 
collection and the integration of admi-
nistrative data. To increase the visibility 
and use of these surveys, both in France 
and elsewhere, the documentation will 
be translated into English, and the data 
will be published on international data 
platforms. Lastly, training tools in the use 
of these surveys will be designed, and 
aggregate data will be available online. 

Convergences Institute  
for Migrations
INED is a partner of the Convergences 
Institute for Migration (ICM), created in 
2018 with the aim of integrating and 
organizing research teams on migra-
tion within the Campus Condorcet. The 
ICM leads research that involves multi-
ple disciplines, themes, and institutions 
that were previously separate. François 
Héran, former Chair at INED and now 
a professor at the Collège de France, 
is the Scientific Director. Patrick Simon, 
Research Director at INED, is the director 
of one of the five subject-based depart-
ments—the INTEGER (integration and 
discrimination) department—and of the 
training department, and various INED 
researchers have been selected as fel-
lows of the ICM, enabling the develop-
ment of collaborative research projects. 
In May 2021, two research projects were 
funded by the ICM: How Racial and 

Religious Minoritization Affects the Upper 
Classes, led by an INED researcher; and 
Resuming French Nationality by Decree 
(1960–2020), led by a researcher on 
secondment at INED.
 

https://www.icmigrations.cnrs.fr

TWO GRADUATE  
RESEARCH SCHOOLS 

Graduate School of Demography
Awarded  fund ing  th rough  the 
Investments in the Future programme, 
the Graduate School of Demography 
(HED) is a network-based graduate 
research school run by University Paris 
1 Panthéon-Sorbonne and INED (res-
ponsible for doctoral training), with the 
support of the Universities of Bordeaux, 
Strasbourg, Paris-Nanterre, Paris-Saclay, 
Paris Cité and Picardie, along with eight 
graduate schools and 10 research units. 
Using the graduate school model, HED 
is implementing a new approach to 
research training, from master’s level, 
with three goals. The first is to grow and 
upskill the pool of demographers by 
developing a research training course 
from master’s level, internationalizing 
research, and establishing continuing 
education in research. Creating a 
continuum between master’s, PhD, and 
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professional integration, HED constitutes 
a powerful lever for doctoral training in 
population sciences. The second goal is 
to increase the visibility of demography 
in the academic world by establishing 
a network of university partners provi-
ding top-quality training courses and 
bolstering the position of demography 
within the academic sphere. The third 
goal is to provide better support for 
postdoctoral students by developing 
new partnerships. Coordinated by INED, 
HED launched its second call for appli-
cations for four PhD positions in 2021. 
Two of these positions have now been 
filled, and the students are being hosted 
within the International Migrations and 

Minorities Unit at INED, working on 
two thesis projects: ‘Legal Status as a 
Determinant of Health Among Female 
Immigrants in France: The TeO2, ELIPA2, 
and DSAFHIR Surveys’; and ‘Being Part 
of a Migrant Family: Effects of Context 
on Migration Intentions’. The two other 
doctoral students were recruited by two 
universities also involved in the project. 
Training is open to PhD candidates in 
the field of demography and to those 
from other disciplines whose thesis sub-
ject includes a demographic compo-
nent. Modules are open to postdoctoral 
fellows, young researchers and students 
of Master's 2 Research courses. Entitled 
‘Intensive HED Courses’ and lasting 

between 2 and 5 days, they provide 
technical training at the European or 
international level that can be used 
directly for thesis work. In total, for the 
year 2021, three courses were delivered, 
attended by 25 individuals.

http://www.ecolehed.fr

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF GENDER 
AND SEXUALITY STUDIES
Established by EHESS in association with 
INED and led jointly by Christelle Avril 
(EHESS), Director, and Mathieu Trachman 
(INED), Co-Director, the Graduate School 
of Gender and Sexuality Studies (GSST) 

was awarded funding in 2019 under 
the graduate research schools com-
ponent of the PIA3 (Investments in the 
Future Programme). This school, offering 
master’s and PhD programmes, involves 
six research laboratories: CEMS, Césor, 
CESSP, CMH, CRH, and IRIS. GSST offers 
innovative training in gender and sexua-
lity studies based on empirical investi-
gation incorporating multidisciplinary 
approaches: sociology, history, anthropo-
logy, and demography. Its aim is to train 
research and teaching professionals, as 
well as those who will use their expertise 
to work in the fields of gender equality 
and the fight against discrimination.
Through this graduate research school, 
students, doctoral students, and resear-
chers from EHESS and INED can bene-
fit from the support fund for doctoral 
students and teaching researchers. In 
2021, five doctoral students from the 
school and one researcher from INED 
obtained funding for research, atten-
ding a scientific event, and a research 
visit abroad. Funding was awarded to 
teaching researchers to help finance a 
scientific event, the provision of services, 
and the purchase of software and 
books. The master’s and PhD students 
also attended courses designed and 
delivered by INED’s Statistical Methods 
Department. Six students attended 
these courses in 2021.

INSTITUTIONAL
PARTNERSHIPS
INED regularly signs framework agree-
ments with other organizations to 
reflect the interest and intent of INED 
researchers and their partners, and to 
establish the basis for collaborations 
and their scientific objectives. These 
agreements formalize commitments 
to research, training, and scientific 
development activities. INED’s national 
and international strategy was conso-
lidated in 2021 with the continuation 
of its partnership policy, which resulted 
in the signing of several framework 
agreements.
Internationally, INED is involved in mul-
tiple projects and networks across 
five continents. Nineteen international 
framework agreements are currently in 
place, relating to research activities, tea-
ching, and the promotion of research. In 
2021, INED developed partnerships with 
the Max Planck Institute, the University 
of California–Berkeley, the Institute 
for Population and Social Security 
Research, Japan, and the University of 
Bari, Italy. The latter framework agree-
ment resulted in the funding of a bilate-
ral project as part of the Franco-Italian 
Hubert Curien Partnership—GALILEE. 
In addition, Géraldine Duthé was an 
online attendee of the 2021 session 
of the United Nations Commission on 

Population and Development. Within 
France, various partnerships were forma-
lized. INED and the University of Paris 8 
signed a framework agreement relating 
to teaching, scientific promotion, and 
scientific research in demography and 
social sciences. INED was once again a 
member of the IReSP Scientific Interest 
Grouping. As a member of this grouping, 
the Institute undertakes to contribute to 
the coordination of research in the field 
of public health. Lastly, the EHESS and 
INED began to collaborate on sessions 
on publications in HHS and the creation 
of the Gender and Sexuality Studies 
graduate research school. Boosted 
by their proximity as residents of the 
Campus Condorcet, this convergence 
of interest on population issues resulted 
in INED and EHESS formalizing their col-
laboration in a framework agreement 
on teaching, scientific promotion, and 
scientific research.

MOBILITY AND  
SECONDMENT HOSTING
Every year, the Institute hosts many 
researchers from abroad for 2 weeks to 
3 months and, in some cases, a sabba-
tical year. Under this arrangement, any 
INED researcher can invite one or seve-
ral foreign researchers or PhD students 
to INED over the course of the year. 
Due to the pandemic, many visits had 
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   🔎
International project: 
Human Mortality 
Database  
A strong partnership between 
INED, the Max Planck Institute for 
Demographic Research, and the 
University of California–Berkeley

The Human Mortality Database (HMD), 
a joint project run with the Max Planck 
Institute for Demographic Research and 
the University of California–Berkeley, was 
created in 2002 to provide detailed data 
on mortality and population to researchers, 
students, journalists, public policymakers, 
and anyone interested in the history of 
human longevity. The new partnership 
signed in 2021 between INED, the Max 
Planck Institute for Demographic Research 
and the University of California–Berkeley 
aims to increase scientific cooperation 
between researchers at these three insti-
tutions in order to develop this database 
of international data through the addition 

of data on cause of death—a significant 
change for database users and one that 
will improve our understanding of the rea-
sons for the incredible progress in the lifes-
pan of human populations.
INED has joined the HMD project as a 
full partner, providing its internationally 
renowned expertise in the construction of 
long chronological series of mortality indica-
tors by cause of death. HMD data are avai-
lable free of charge to anyone who requests 
access. More than 65,000 users have col-
lectively published over 6,000 articles, book 
chapters, theses, and other documents 
based on analyses of these data.

http://www.ecolehed.fr/


to be postponed, and only 16 resear-
chers and doctoral students (of the 33 
originally anticipated) were able to be 
hosted, six of whom were international 
doctoral students and researchers. 
Nearly half of the researchers who had 
to postpone their visit have already 
indicated that they would like to come 
in 2022. As part of the iPOPs LabEx, 
INED also hosts teaching researchers 
on secondment from several LabEx 
partner universities in order to increase 
the number of thesis supervisors fami-
liar with the Institute’s structures and 
research studies and bring together 
graduate research schools interested in 
population questions. These teaching 
researchers are relieved either par-
tially or entirely of their teaching duties 
during their stay, leaving them free to 
conduct research or prepare a dossier 
for accreditation to supervise research.

EUROPEAN PROJECTS
AND CONNECTIONS
INED’s research studies are partially 
funded by its own budget. Other grants 
come from funding agencies such as 
the French Research Agency (ANR), 
public bodies, industry, and European 
Union programmes. To obtain funding 
for a research project, there are two 

options: respond to calls for projects 
that fund the most ambitious pro-
grammes, or request ad hoc funding 
from potential backers. INED has a 
department dedicated to assisting 
researchers throughout the process of 
applying for research contracts, from 
monitoring calls for project propo-
sals and identifying the most relevant 
ones, to designing and organizing 
projects, final project management, 
and contract negotiation. In 2021, 15 
projects, eight of which were led by 

INED, were submitted for ANR funding. 
Of these, eight were successful, six of 
which were led by INED. 
In addition, two ad hoc funding awards 
were obtained to finance the Family 
and Employers 2 survey and the ENVIE 
survey. As a major player in demogra-
phic research in Europe, INED supports 
its researchers with submissions for 
European calls for project proposals 
and those who apply for European 
Research Council and Horizon Europe 
funding. In 2021, INED participated 
in nine European and international 
calls for project proposals under the 
Horizon Europe programme and other 
European and international funding 
mechanisms. Of these funding appli-
cations, two were successful, five were 
unsuccessful, and two submissions (for 
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions fun-
ding) were still being assessed as of 
December 2021.
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INED PUBLICATIONS

Transmitting and promoting 
demographic research findings has 
been a fundamental mission of INED 
since its creation. By publishing and 
distributing reference works as well 
as periodicals in French and English, 
INED Publications (Ined Éditions) 
contributes to the dissemination 
of knowledge to the scientific 
community and the public alike.

As a scientific publisher since its crea-
tion in 1945, INED contributes to the visi-
bility and dissemination of population 
science research through its journals 
and book series, some of which are 
published in English. For several years 
now, the Publications Department has 
been working with the directors of its 
editorial board and reading committee 
to tailor the production policy to ever- 
increasing, varied, and constantly evol-
ving channels of publication. 

A CATALOGUE DEDICATED
TO POPULATION STUDIES
The INED Publications catalogue 
reflects the multidisciplinary nature of 
demography in general and of the 
Institute’s research units. Submitted for 
validation by scientific committees, the 
books and journal articles are interna-
tionally renowned for their editorial and 
scientific quality.

The INED Publications catalogue 
includes:

•  Nearly 300 books by French and 
international researchers publi-
shed in various series:
-  Classiques de l’économie et de 
la population [Economics and 
Population Classics]

-  Études et enquêtes historiques
-  Grandes Enquêtes [Large-scale 
Surveys]

-  Méthodes et savoirs [Methods 
and tools]

-  Questions de populations 
[Population Issues]

 •  Population, a bilingual English–
French quarterly journal 

 •  the bilingual monthly popular 
science bulletin Population & 
Societies 

 •  the online publication European 
Memories of the Gulag (museum.
gulagmemories.eu), published in 
four languages (French, English, 
Russian, and Polish).

The Publications Department also pro-
duces a series of working papers, which 
presents research work in progress or in 
provisional form. Eight of these docu-
ments were published on INED’s web-
site and in the Archined open archive 
in 2021. An operation to digitize older 
issues means that all INED’s working 
papers are now available online.

 POPULATION
Each year, under its official mission to 
keep the public informed about demo-
graphic issues, INED provides a detailed 
review of key population figures and 
trends in France, and reports on the 
country’s current demographic situa-
tion. This report is based on the most 

  INED PUBLICATIONS • 73 72 • SUPPORTING OPEN AND SHARED SCIENCE

  🔎
A CLOSER LOOK AT...

EUROPEAN MEMORIES 
OF THE GULAG

Produced by INED Publications in 
partnership with the Centre for Russian, 
Caucasian, and Central European 
Studies, the Grand Équipement 
Documentaire library at Campus 
Condorcet, and the University of 
Strasbourg, European Memories of the 
Gulag is an online publication that 
presents the results of research on the 
forced exile of population groups in 
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, 
through a series of topic-based and 
biographical chapters. Drafted by the 
research team, the texts incorporate 
extracts from sound and video recor-
dings and archived documents (pho-
tographs, correspondence, drawings, 
etc.). In 2021, a project to develop the 
publication was selected for funding 
by the French National Fund for Open 
Science to create an alternative model 
for scientific publication offering various 
approaches for reading, accessible by 
those unable to read, and combining 
research data with the analyses pro-
duced by researchers.



recent data available and highlights 
ongoing trends in migration, births, 
abortions, marriages and divorces, 
civil unions and their dissolution, 
and mortality. Since December 2020, 
INED has been analysing and colla-
ting the tables and appendices from 
these reports to produce a database 
providing historical time series, some 
of which go back as far as 1740, for 
around 50 demographic indicators 
for France. This database is accessible 
via the Institute’s website and contains 
series, for many indicators, that go back 
to the early 20th century, for metropo-
litan France. Articles and demographic 
situation reports are available online, in 
French and English, via the journal’s web-
site and on various publishing platforms 
(Persée, Cairn, JStor, Muse, etc.).

www.revue-population.fr 
www.journal-population.com

  POPULATION & 
SOCIETIES

This monthly bulletin is freely available 
in PDF and, from November 2021, HTML 
format on the INED website. Since 2019, 
it has also been available online, in 
English and French, on the Cairn.info 

and Cairn International portals. All 
issues, both French and English, publi-
shed since 2008 are available, and 
current issues are uploaded a few days 
after they are sent to the press, along 
with Excel files of the tables and figures.

BOOKS PUBLISHED
BY INED PUBLICATIONS
INED’s new titles and catalogue of 
publications are distributed by FMSH 
Diffusion in bookstores and on the 
shared platform Le Comptoir des 
Presses Universitaires. Digital versions of 
new releases, as well as a selection of 
previous publications, are also acces-
sible free of charge in HTML format via 
the OpenEdition Books platform. 

 Précarités en eau. 
Un état des lieux en 
Europe [Water 
Insecurities: The 
Situation in Europe]

Edited by Lucie Bony, Claire Levy-Vroelant, 
and Marie Tsanga Tabi
Series: Questions de populations 
[Population Issues]
In Europe, marginalized populations 
and poor households are facing 
increasing difficulties with access to 
water. This book examines real-life situa-
tions through accounts of daily expe-
riences (access to baths or showers, 

inadequate housing, etc.). In addition 
to the practical and material obsta-
cles that prevent access to hygiene 
resources, it reveals how access to 
cleanliness and privacy remains 
strongly linked to having an appro-
priate space, demarcated by physical 
markers and by customs. 

  Procréation et 
imaginaires collectifs. 
Fictions, mythes et 
représentations de la 
PMA [Procreation and 

Collective Imaginations. 
Fictions, Myths, and 
Representations of Assisted 
Reproduction]
Edited by Doris Bonnet, Fabrice Cahen,  
and Virginie Rozée
Series: Questions de populations 
[Population Issues]
Reproduction has always fuelled myths 
and fed collective imaginations. How 
does this manifest for contemporary 
societies using assisted reproductive 
technologies? This book explores its lite-
rary, artistic, and social representations, 
suggesting the persistence of a strong 
connection between new reproductive 
options and the sense of a ‘civilizational’ 
shift. The chapters of this book look at 
the influence of these imaginations on 
the perception of and debates surroun-

ding assisted reproduction. 

 Un panel français. 
L’Étude longitudinale 
par Internet pour les 
sciences sociales 
(Elipss) [A French 

Panel. The Longitudinal Internet 
Study for Human and Social 
Sciences (ELIPSS)]
Edited by Emmanuelle Duwez  
and Pierre Mercklé
Series: Grandes Enquêtes
In just a few years, the ELIPSS panel 
has enabled the accumulation of an 
impressive range of highly detailed data 
concerning multiple situations, prac-
tices, and attitudes in many domains 
of social life. This book looks at the 
advances in knowledge provided by 
this panel and presents the methodo-
logical features used. Dozens of ‘short 
surveys’ conducted over several years 
add up to form an exceptional tool. 

  L’analyse 
statistique des 
trajectoires 
[Statistical Analysis 
of Trajectories]

Nicolas Robette
Series: Méthodes et savoirs  
[Methods and tools]
This practical manual focuses on the 

most widely used method, involving 
the construction of trajectory typolo-
gies. It presents the successive choices 
required, from the coding of the data 
to the final decision on the number of 
classes of the typology, and reviews 
methods for measuring similarity 
between trajectories, a crucial step for 
obtaining a typology. The presentation 
is completed by an example, showing 
its application to employment trajecto-
ries. The book is accompanied by an 
online tutorial..

  Méthodes de 
mesure de la 
mobilité spatiale 
[Methods of 
Measuring Spatial 

Mobility] (republication)
Daniel Courgeau
Series: Méthodes et savoirs  
[Methods and tools] 
Thirty-five years after its first release, it 
was time for the republication—with 
a fresh layout—of this book, an indis-
pensable methodological tool for any 
research working on spatial mobility 
and migration. 

Releases by INED Publications have 
been showcased at various events 
in 2021: the Blois History Festival, the 
Allez Savoir festival in Marseille, Festival 

Épopées in Condorcet, and Lundis de 
l’Ined (INED Mondays). INED is also 
actively involved in organizing the 
Rencontres de l’édition en SHS, an 
annual conference on publishing in 
the social sciences.
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A CLOSER LOOK AT...
POPULATION’S EARLY-CAREER 

RESEARCHER PRIZE

I n  2021 , the  s i x th  Ea r l y -Career 
Researcher Prize was awarded to 
Catalina Torres for her article ‘Exploring 
the Urban Penalty in Life Expectancy 
Dur ing the Heal th  Trans i t ion  in 
Denmark, 1850–1910’. This newly 
qualified researcher completed her 
PhD in Health Sciences in 2020 at 
the University of Southern Denmark. 
Her dissertation focuses on the rela-
tionship between life expectancy and 
urbanization in historical populations.



SUPPORTING
ACCESSIBLE SCIENCE

Throughout 2021, INED continued to 
implement its policy in support of open 
science, one of the Institute’s long-held 
priorities, to make the results of the 
Institute’s research—both data and 
publications—more cumulative, more 
transparent, and more accessible.

INED’s close involvement in the socie-
tal issues at the heart of public debate 
requires easy access to the results pro-
duced by its researchers as well as the 
dissemination of popularized findings 
in order to inform public stakeholders 
and boost the public’s confidence in 
science.

ACCESS TO  
RESEARCH DATA
Very often, data at the individual level 
cannot be made public, either because 
they are covered by statistical confi-
dentiality, or because they are perso-
nal data, the processing of which falls 
within the scope of the commitments 
made by INED to respondents under the 
French Data Protection Law. To enable 
the scientific community to re-use some 
of its data, INED uses the Quetelet-
PROGEDO-Diffusion (QPD) network, of 
which it is one of the founding members 
along with the National Archive of Data 
from Official Statistics and the Centre 
for Sociopolitical Data at Sciences Po. 
This network provides any researcher 
affiliated with a research laboratory 
with access to survey data files at the 
individual or household level, subject to 
a confidentiality agreement. To ensure 
data protection, data are pseudony-
mized, producing a fully documented 
Production and Research File. In 2021, 
INED’s Survey Department—through 
its DataLab—processed around a 
hundred requests for access to survey 

data through QPD. Two new surveys—
the Violence and Gender Relations 
(VIRAGE) survey and the Migration, 
Family, and Ageing (MFV Mayotte) sur-
vey—were made available to the scien-
tific community in 2021, adding to the 
240 or so surveys already indexed in the 
Nesstar catalogue, 66 of which are avai-
lable through QPD. INED also started pre-
paring to make the My Neighbourhood, 
My Neighbours survey available.
The online catalogue of INED data offers 
metadata for most of INED’s surveys 
and, for some, detailed documenta-
tion on the data. In 2021, development 
of a new catalogue began using a 
new tool called NADA, which replaced 
the previous Nesstar tool, now obso-
lete. The new catalogue, which will go 
live in 2022, will be more aligned with 
FAIR principles: findable, accessible, 
interoperable, and reusable. Survey 
documentation will be enhanced with 
permanent survey identifiers, a DOI (digi-
tal object identifier), and the use of the 
controlled vocabularies recommended 
by the Consortium of European Social 
Sciences Data Archives. The recovery 
and documentation of historical sur-
veys, begun in 2021, will also supple-
ment the online catalogue. Lastly, 
discussions on the creation of anony-
mous survey files for open-access dis-
tribution have also begun. As part of 
this drive towards shared population 
science, the DataLab—a team created 
within the Survey Department in 2019 

to help INED achieve its data availabi-
lity goals—continued to work on two 
mortality databases, the International 
Database on Longevity and the Human 
Cause of Death Database, in collabo-
ration with the Max Planck Institute for 
Demographic Research. Updated daily, 
the Demography of COVID-19 Deaths 
database formed the subject of various 
improvements and promotion in 2021. In 
addition, a mission to promote demo-
graphic data began in late 2021.
In connection with current ques-
tions and thoughts on open science, 
INED and its partners at the Campus 
Condorcet responded to the call 
for expressions of interest on ‘Data 
Workshops’, issued by the Ministry 
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of Higher Education, Research, and 
Innovation, as part of the 2022 launch 
of the national federated research data 
platform Recherche Data Gouv. This pro-
ject aims to develop courses on open 
science and conduct new work on data 
visualization and the design of data 
management plans and data papers.

INCREASE IN
OPEN-ACCESS PUBLICATIONS 
For INED, the development of open 
science represents a fantastic oppor-
tunity to increase the readership of its 
publications, improve their appeal, and 
comply with good practice in terms of 
governance, legal framework, financial 
model, and the accessibility, interopera-
bility, and permanence of content. The 
multiplication of publication channels 
and formats over recent years has gra-
dually enabled the Institute’s audience 
to become more diverse and more 
international, through free access to 
publications via all types of devices.
As part of this, the removal of the 
movable paywall (already done a year 
ago on the Cairn platform) for acces-
sing articles from Population is under 
consideration, and an action plan to 
adapt the journal to open-science 
standards by the end of 2022 has been 
validated by the Institute’s boards.
The publication, since November 2021, 
of Population & Societies in HTML for-
mat on the INED website is also aligned 

with these objectives. The new version 
of this monthly bulletin allows for a 
more comfortable read on mobile 
telephones and tablets, the devices 
used by an increasing number of inter-
net users, thereby improving its rea-
dership both in France and abroad.
Books are also gradually being made 
available free of charge. In 2021, 
two new collections appeared on 
OpenEdition Books, bringing the num-
ber of books available in HTML format 
to 30. Work continues on the digitization
of past publications alongside the 
online release of new works.
An encouraging sign for INED is that 
fact that a project to develop the 
online publication European Memories 
of the Gulag was selected for funding 
by the French National Fund for Open 
Science; the aim was to create an 
alternative model for scientific publi-
cation offering various approaches for 
reading, accessible by those unable 
to read, and combining research 
data with the analyses produced by 
researchers.
In addition, permanent access to digi-
tal material accompanying publica-
tions (appendices, associated data, 
methodological notes, etc.) is now 
available thanks to the launch in 2021 
of an INED collection within the Nakala 
data repository, a Huma-Num service, 
and the systematic attribution of a DOI.
Lastly, we should remember the huge 

part played by INED’s open archive, 
Archined, in the dissemination of 
publications: 1,791 works (current and 
past publications) were archived in 
2021, with an increasing proportion 
of open-access documents: 45% of 
all publications listed now include an 
open-access document or link to an 
open-access version available on ano-
ther site.
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INTERVIEW

with Éva Lel ièvre, Research 
Director and Co-Director of the 
INED collections reading com-
mittee, and Wanda Romanowski, 
Head of the INED Publications 
department.

What is the INED Publications digitiza-
tion policy? What are its aims?
INED has been building a collection of 
publications since its creation in 1945. 
Promoting and sharing this unique 
resource of 400 titles is a fundamental 
part of our mission. Digitization is key 
to this process. It enables us to make 

publications accessible in non-paper 
formats, as well as to reach a much lar-
ger readership. The digital and printed 
versions of books are complementary 
and used in different ways: internet 
users benefit from the ease with which 
they can navigate within a digital publi-
cation, while the hard copy format suits 
a more in-depth reading.

Are all INED Publications’ books 
intended for digitization?
No, not all books will necessarily be 
made available in digital format. 
Conversely, some publications may 
only exist in a digital version, such as 
certain manuals, for example. Since 
2017, however, INED Publications has 
released hard copy, ePub, and PDF 
versions of all new publications, and in 
2020 a fourth format was added: HTML.
The reading committee carefully selec-
ted which books we wanted to digitize 

as a priority, in order to 
publish them in digital format. We 
identified three categories: recent 
releases, older but important books 
often in short supply, and key works; 
we found it useful to preface the latter 
in order to provide a degree of context 
and to highlight, where appropriate, 
their timelessness, their resonance 
with current issues, their contribution 
to population sciences, or even the 
changes within the discipline and in 
the ways we view society. These key 
publications were updated, and the 
new editions were also released in 
paper format. Around 30 books from 
the collection were digitized over the 
past 2 years, thanks to OpenEdition’s 
digitization support programme. 
Funding is still needed to digitize a 
hundred or so additional books and to 
complete this project successfully.
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DEMOGRAPHY 
AND SOCIETY
Disseminating scientific culture 
and the knowledge acquired 
through population studies beyond 
the academic sphere is one of 
INED’s core missions.
The Institute works to promote 
the development of a constructive 
dialogue between science and 
society through interaction 
between researchers, decision-
makers, and citizens.

Distributing information about the 
population to all actors of society is 
a major challenge. INED uses various 
distribution channels to target a large 
audience including students, public 
policymakers, journalists, civil society, 
and the public.
To strengthen the bond between 
population science and society, INED’s 
researchers invest time in scientific 
mediation. The results of their research 
work are regularly mobilized to provide 
insights into the society in which we live, 
to inform public debate, and to com-
bat misinformation.
Their interventions promote debate 
and provide the opportunity for com-
parative perspectives on major societal 
issues such as migration phenomena, 
changes in family and couplehood, 
population ageing, and the use of 
assisted reproductive technologies.

INFORMING PUBLIC DEBATE  
ON MAJOR SOCIETAL ISSUES
The research work and findings from 
the surveys conducted by INED inform 
public debate, whether in the press, 
in parliamentary committees, or in 
non-academic public bodies.
INED remains the go-to reference for 
journalists seeking information or expla-
nations about a demographic phe-
nomenon. INED researchers regularly 
respond to requests for material concer-
ning news items or following the publi-
cation of a press release presenting 

the findings of their research work. INED 
has built up relationships with the press 
by issuing press releases each month, 
reporting on research articles and sur-
vey findings. The result of this publici-
zing exercise was a 20% increase in the 
number of press mentions recorded in 
2021: nearly 4,000 press articles men-
tioned the Institute’s research work. The 
main topics picked up by the media 
this year related to discrimination and 
living conditions, as well as, of course, 
public health concerns. INED’s work and 
data on the COVID-19 pandemic and 
lockdowns attracted significant media 
coverage this year, particularly in the 
mainstream media.
To extend the reach of its work beyond 
national borders, INED has established 
a regular link with the European demo-
graphy network Population Europe. It 
is also a member of The Conversation. 
Researchers published around 15 
articles via this network in 2021. Free 
to consult and freely republishable by 
other channels, they contribute to the 
dissemination of research findings in the 
online press, in both French and English.
Alongside this, INED reports its research 
findings to public policymakers. With 
around a hundred citations in nearly 
20 legal texts and more than 60 par-
liamentary reports during the year, the 
Institute’s work has contributed to the 
development and evaluation of public 
policies. Parliamentary work has made 
use of research results on the impact 

of the pandemic, and surveys such as 
TeO, VIRAGE, ELFE, and ELAP, the journal 
Population, and the bulletin Population & 
Societies have also been regularly cited.
The works published by INED have also 
helped inform public debate on major 
societal issues. In 2021, as part of the 
Questions de populations [Population 
Issues] series, a subseries was created 
entitled ‘Discussions and debate’, 
intended to accommodate works on 
contemporary issues, such as Précarités 
en eau and Procréation et imaginaires 
collectifs, which were released this year.
Lastly, in late 2021, in the face of per-
sistent prejudices and the emergence 
of fake news, particularly on social 
networks, INED formed a working group 
to identify actions that could be taken 
in this area, while media groups with 
a fact-checking department, such as 
AFP, Le Monde, and Libération, referred 
to the expertise of the Institute’s resear-
chers to shed light on current events.

DIGITIZATION TO BOOST 
KNOWLEDGE SHARING
Digital tools offer an amazing opportu-
nity for sharing our scientific approach 
and knowledge with a wide audience 
(students, teachers, journalists, policy-
makers, and citizens) INED strives to 
communicate the richness of its scien-
tific production and to raise public 
awareness of demographic issues 
through its bilingual English–French 
website, with new content each week, 
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educational resources, reference files, 
and its monthly bulletin, Population 
& Societies, in digital format. With 
more than 3.2 million visitors in 2021, 
INED’s website continues to grow its 
audience. New editorial content such 
as Research Reports—topic-based 
reports listing the resources available 
on the INED website for exploring key 
demographic issues—has boosted 
this trend. In parallel, numerous briefs, 
article abstracts, focus reports on 
books and surveys, and interview 
transcripts have also been produced 
throughout the year. Social networks 
are also good platforms for reaching a 
large French-speaking and internatio-
nal audience. INED’s Twitter, Facebook, 
LinkedIn, and Datagora accounts pro-
vide daily updates on the Institute’s 
work, and its new publications and are 
attracting new followers each year. In 
2021, a dedicated Twitter account for 
tweets in English was set up. INED also 
redesigned its YouTube channel and 
published 11 new videos this year.

MEETINGS AND DEBATES 
MAKING POPULATION SCIENCE 
ACCESSIBLE TO ALL
INED researchers work hard to disse-
minate and popularize their work to a 
non-scientific public composed of poli-
tical and economic decision-makers, 

professional and cultural bodies, tea-
chers and students, non-profit partners, 
and citizens. These encounters take 
place at many types of events, from fes-
tivals to fairs, and at events organized 
by INED itself. Despite the unusual cir-
cumstances caused by the pandemic, 
INED’s teams were able to adapt and 
run a number of events, including for 
the Festival of Ideas, organized by the 
University of Paris, and for the French 
Science Fair. It was here that INED esta-
blished a partnership with the produc-
tion company L’Esprit sorcier, resulting 
in the participation of five researchers 
in four Science en direct programmes.

ENGAGING WITH STUDENTS TO 
PROMOTE CRITICAL THINKING
Raising awareness of demographic 
issues among students starts in primary 
schools and continues in secondary 
schools. INED maintains strong links 
with school-age audiences and has 
been establishing contacts at various 
schools across France for many years. 
Its website offers educational content 
specifically designed for secondary 
school teachers and students and the 
Institute organizes various opportunities 
for researchers and students to come 
together and engage in discussions. 
Each year, at the French Science Fair, 
researchers, doctoral students, and 

research engineers lead workshops 
exploring INED’s wide range of research 
topics and the different professions 
within the world of research. In 2021, 
around 60 school students took part 
in two workshops entitled Behind the 
Scenes at INED: Scientific Speed-Dating. 
INED also worked hard during 2021 on 
the development of scientific literacy. In 
November, in association with L’Arbre 
des Connaissances, the Institute hosted 
the Apprentice Researchers scheme, 
the purpose of which is to develop cri-
tical thinking among young students 
by providing them with the knowledge 
they need to improve their unders-
tanding and evaluation of statistics 
(see Box).

ESTABLISHING LONG-TERM 
PARTNERSHIPS WITH MUSEUMS
INED works regularly with scientific 
mediation professionals. The results of 
INED’s research work are used for the 
purposes of major exhibitions, and 
researchers are invited to participate in 
the scientific committees of these exhi-
bitions and on the scientific councils 
of museums. As part of the partnership 
with Universcience established during 
the ‘De l’amour’ (‘On Love’) exhibition, 
the exhibition went on tour to Toulouse, 
showing at the Quai des Savoirs 
between August and November 2021. 
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Collaboration between INED and the 
National Museum of Immigration History 
(MNHI) continued this year under 
the framework agreement in place 
between the two establishments. INED 
researchers worked with the museum’s 
teams to start preparing the permanent 
exhibition to open in spring 2022, mainly 
by supplying data. INED’s Migration 
and Minorities research unit organized 
a research day at the MNHI entitled 
Migration in Overseas France, which 
took place on 17 September 2021.

🔎
A CLOSER LOOK AT...

INED SUPPORTS 14 APPRENTICE RESEARCHERS INTERESTED IN 
DISCOVERING HUMAN AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

In 2021, for the fi rst  t ime, INED 
hosted apprentice researchers, 
school students welcomed as part 
of a scheme to provide them with 
some experience of the research 
world. Fourteen pupils from Lycée 
Bergson, Lycée Boucher, and Collège 
Makeba volunteered to come to 
INED and conduct a research pro-
ject. Supported by researchers and 
research engineers from the Institute, 
they produce their own statistics by 
conducting a survey on the theme 
‘Girls and Boys: All the Same or All 
Different?’. The apprentice resear-
chers are divided into six teams, each 
formed of two or three students and 
two INED researchers or engineers. 
Each team is in charge of one 
module of the questionnaire. Over 
eight half-day sessions, one each 
month, the teams have to develop 
the questionnaire, collect responses, 

prepare tables and graphs, and inter-
pret the results. The students will pre-
sent their findings at the Apprentice 
Researcher Conference scheduled 
for early June 2022. As such, by 
the end of the academic year, the 
apprentice researchers will have 
experienced all the key steps invol-
ved in the production of statistics.
The aim of this scheme, run by an 
organization called L’Arbre des 
Connaissances, is to develop critical 
thinking among young students by 
providing them with the knowledge 
they need to improve their unders-
tanding and evaluation of statistics. 
It offers a new way of getting young 
people interested in human and 
social sciences, developing their 
psychosocial skills, and helping to 
empower them by developing their 
critical thinking skills, independence, 
and self-confidence.

www.ined.fr
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Biographical and Multilevel Approach: Éva Lelièvre  
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Age and Ageing: Carole Bonnet, Emmanuelle Cambois
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Mortality, Health, and Epidemiology: Carlo-Giovanni Camarda, 
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Ognjen Obućina
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Xavier Thierry
Unit partnered with INSERM–PARIS Xl–UVSQ—Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Rights: Elise de La Rochebrochard, 
Virginie Ringa

DPO / ADMINISTRATIVE DOCUMENT ACCESS
LINDSAY FUSFELD

DIRECTOR 
MAGDA TOMASINI



86 • APPENDICES

GOVERNANCE
AND ORGANIZATION
BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION  
as of 30 April 2022

In addition to approving the INED budget, 
the Board of Administration ensures that 
the Institute’s activities are consistent with 
the two documents prepared by the super-
visory authorities and approved by INED: the 
strategic orientations and the contract on 
objectives. The Board is also consulted on 
strategy issues concerning the Institute.

De jure members
Chair: Pierre-Cyrille Hautcœurr, Professor 
at Paris School of Economics, Research 
Director at École des hautes études en 
sciences sociales (EHESS). 

Representatives of the  
Ministry of Social Affairs: 
• Fabrice Lenglart, Director of Research, 
Studies, Evaluation, and Statistics (DREES), 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health
• Lucile Olier (alternate member), Head 
of Department, Assistant Director of DREES, 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health
• Céline Marc, Assistant at the sub-Direc-
torate for Reports, Economic Studies, and 
Evaluation at DREES, Ministry of Social 
Affairs and Health
• Valérie Ulrich (alternate), Head of 
Research, DREES, Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Health
 

Representatives of the  
Ministry of Research
• Magali Reghezza-Zitt, Head of the 
Human and Societal Sciences Sector at 
the Research and Innovation Strategy 
Service (SSRI), Directorate-General for 
Research and Innovation, Ministry of Higher 
Education, Research and Innovation
• Johanna Etner (alternate), Task 
Officer of the Human and Societal 
Sciences Department at the Research 
and Innovation Strategy Service (SSRI), 
Directorate-General for Research and 
Innovation, Ministry of Higher Education, 
Research and Innovation
• Claude d’Harcourt, Director-General of 
Foreigners in France, Ministry of the Interior
• Vacant
• Pierrette Schuhl, Deputy Director of 
Information and Statistics Systems, Ministry 
of Higher Education, Research, and 
Innovation
• Marc Filser (alternate), Scientific Advisor, 
DGESIP, Ministry of Higher Education, 
Research and Innovation
• Jean-Luc Tavernier, Director-General, 
National Institute of Statistics and 
Economic Studies (INSEE)
• Christel Colin (alternate), Director of 
Demographic and Social Statistics at INSEE
• Virginie Lasserre, Director-General for 

Social Cohesion, Interministerial Delegate for 
Families, Ministry of Social Affairs and Health
• Christophe Fourel (alternate), Head 
of Strategic Analysis, Synthesis, and 
Forecasting for the Directorate-General of 
Social Cohesion, Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Health

Representatives of users of INED research 
(unions, professional organizations, and 
associations) 
• Vacant
• Anne Lavigne, Head of Studies at the 
Pensions Advisory Council (COR)
• Gautier Maigne, Director of the Society 
and Social Policies Department – France 
Stratégie
• Denis Raynaud, Director, Institute for 
Research and Documentation in Health 
Economics (Gip-IRDES)

Members selected for their expertise 
in population studies and related 
disciplines 
• Jean-François Giret, Professor of 
Educational Science and Director of 
the Institute for Research on Education, 
University of Burgundy
• Marc Pilon, demographer, Research 
Director, Institute of Research for 
Development (IRD)

• Muriel Roger, Professor of Economic 
Sciences at University of Paris 1 
Panthéon-Sorbonne 

Staff representatives
• Carole Bonnet (CFDT)
• Fabrice Cahen (SNTRS–CGT)
• Stéphanie Condon (SNTRS–CGT)
• Sophie Pennec (SNTRS–CGT)
• Laurent Toulemon (CFDT)

SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL  
as of 30 April 2022 

The Scientific Council evaluates INED’s scien-
tific orientations and issues a consultative 
opinion on the Institute’s policies and any 
other matter related to scientific activities, 
as well as on the profiles of applicants for 
researcher positions. It is made up of four 
groups of members. 

Appointed members
Chair: Laura Bernardi, Professor of 
Sociology and Demography, University of 
Lausanne, Switzerland.

Individuals from outside the Institute 
chosen for their expertise in population 
studies or related disciplines
• Laura Bernardi (Chair), Professor of 
Sociology and Demography, University of 
Lausanne
• Anastasia Jessica Gage, Professor at the 
Department of Global Community Health 
and Behavioral Sciences, University of Tulane
• Patrick Gerland (Vice-Chair), Head of 
Population Estimates and Projections 
Section, United Nations Population Division
• Agnès Gramain, Professor of Economic 

Sciences at the University of Lorraine, 
Researcher and Deputy Director for 
the Bureau of Theoretical and Applied 
Economics
• Gwenn Menvielle, Researcher with the 
Social Epidemiology Research Team at the 
Pierre-Louis Institute of Epidemiology and 
Public Health (IPLESP)
(INSERM – Sorbonne University)
• Ettore Recchi, Professor of Sociology, 
Sciences Po
• Donatien Beguy, Senior Demographer in 
the Research and Capacity Development 
Branch, UN Habitat
• Vacant

Representatives of research or study 
organizations:
• Patrick Aubert, Assistant Director, 
Observatory of Solidarity at the Directorate 
of Research, Studies, Evaluation, and 
Statistics (DREES)
• Sylvie Le Minez, Head of Unit, 
Demographic and Social Studies, 
Directorate of Demographic and Social 
Statistics at the French Institute of Statistics 
and Economic Research (INSEE)
• Thierry Rocher, Deputy Sub-Director of 
Assessments and School Performance (DEPP)
• Vacant

Representatives of INED research users, 
selected from trade unions, professional 
organizations, and associations
• Pascale Breuil-Genier, Director of Statistics, 
Forecasting, and Research at Caisse natio-
nale d’assurance vieillesse (CNAV)
• Virginie Gimbert, Head of Research and 
Scientific Outreach, CNAF
• Laurence Rioux, General Secretary for the 

Haut Conseil de la Famille, de l’Enfance et 
de l’Age (HCFEA)
• Jean-Philippe Vallat, Director of Family 
Policies and Interventions and Research 
Director (UNAP)

Members elected by INED staff
• Isabelle Attané (SNTRS–CGT)
• Arianna Caporali (CFDT)
• Marion Leturcq (CFDT)
• Efi Markou (SNTRS–CGT)
• Lidia Panico (CFDT)

BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION  
as of 30 April 2022

Appointed members
Chair: Parfait Martial Eloundou Enyegue, 
Director of the Development Sociology 
Department at Cornell University

• William Berthomière, Geographer/
Research Director at CNRS
• Sylvie Gadeyne, Professor of Sociology at 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel
• Sylvie Monchatre, Professor of Sociology, 
Université Lumière Lyon 2
• Georges Reniers, Associate Professor, 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine
• Gregory Verdugo, Professor of Economics, 
Université d’Evry Val d’Esonne

Elected members
• Marie Bergström, Researcher
• France Guérin-Pace, Research Director
• Mathieu Ichou, Researcher
• Ariane Pailhé, Research Director
• Wilfried Rault, Research Director
• Christine Théré, Research Director
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STRAIGHT TO YOUR INBOX 

InedActu
Keep up-to-date with INED’s news and the latest population science research findings
http://www.ined.fr/en/newsletter

Population & Societies
Receive a publication alert as soon as the bulletin goes online
https://www.ined.fr/en/publications/editions/population-and-societies

Publications by our researchers
Discover the latest scientific publications by INED researchers
https://www.ined.fr/en/news/our-researchers-publications

TO THE INED WEBSITE

www.ined.fr

VIA SOCIAL MEDIA

And find videos by our researchers on Vimeo and YouTube

FOLLOW INED’S
NEWS AND EVENTS
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