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La Covid-19 plus meurtriére pour les hommes que pour les femmes ?

La Covid-19 tue plus les hommes que les femmes, mais de combien plus ? Sachant que c’est vrai aussi de la
mortalité générale : en France, a tout age, un homme a un risque de mourir dans I’'année plus élevé qu’une
femme du méme age. Commentant le bilan démographique de 2021, Gilles Pison et France Meslé examinent
plus particulierement la surmortalité masculine en France pour les déces par Covid-19 et la comparent a celle
observée habituellement pour I’ensemble des déces.

La surmortalité masculine due a la Covid-19 est plus importante que celle pour I'ensemble des déces a partir de
50 ans. Les raisons en sont peut-étre un plus grand risque pour les hommes d’étre contaminés par rapport aux
femmes, du fait de leurs comportements, et aussi des comorbidités plus fréquentes chez eux, qui pourraient
entrainer une plus grande |étalité (risque de mourir de la maladie quand on est atteint). La surmortalité masculine
due a la Covid-19 a eu tendance a diminuer depuis le début de la pandémie, notamment dans la deuxiéme moitié
de I'année 2021, en raison peut-étre de la vaccination. Les hommes sont en effet plus vaccinés que les femmes,
ce qui constitue une surprise car les hommes sont d’habitude moins attentifs a leur santé.

Auteurs : Gilles Pison et France Meslé

Ci-joint Population & Sociétés n° 598, mars 2022, intitulé « La Covid-19 plus meurtriére pour les hommes que pour
les femmes ?»

Lien vers la version francaise du bulletin, actif a partir du 23 mars 2022 :
https://www.ined.fr/fr/publications/editions/population-et-societes/la-covid-19-plus-meurtriere-pour-les-
hommes-que-pour-les-femmes
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COVID-19 is more deadly for men than for women

In France, at all ages, males have a greater risk of dying in the year than females of the same age. COVID-19
is also more deadly for men than for women, but how much more so? After describing male excess COVID-19
mortality in France, Gilles Pison and France Meslé compare recorded levels with those generally observed for
deaths from all causes.

From around age 50, male excess mortality from COVID-19 is higher than that observed for all-cause mortality.
This difference may reflect a higher infection risk for men due to their behaviour and activities, but also a higher
prevalence of comorbidities liable to increase case fatality rates (risk of dying of the disease once infected). Male
excess mortality from COVID-19 has evolved since the start of the pandemic, with a downward trend at ages
65— 74 especially in the second half of 2021, perhaps thanks to vaccination. At these ages, a higher percentage
of men than women have been vaccinated. This is surprising, given that men are generally found to pay less
attention to their health than women.

Authors: Gilles Pison and France Meslé

Please find attached the latest issue of Population & Societies (no. 598, March 2022), entitled “COVID-19 is
more deadly for men than for women”.

Link to the English version of Population & Societies no. 598, active from 23 March 2022:
https://www.ined.fr/en/publications/editions/population-and-societies/covid-19-is-more-deadly-for-men-
than-for-women
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About INED:

The French Institute for Demographic Studies (Ined) is a public research institute specialized in population studies that works
in partnership with the academic and research communities at national and international levels. Ined’s approach to
demography is resolutely open and interdisciplinary, implicating a wide range of disciplines including economics, history,
geography, sociology, anthropology, biology and epidemiology. With its 10 research units and 2 research units in
partnership, Ined promotes communication and exchange within the scientific community and the general public while
conducting numerous European and international research projects.
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